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'Er 0 the Right Worſhipful the Mayor 

and «Aldermen of the Burrough of 
7 Teiceſter, w1#h the reſt f the 
” Body of that WF ncient Corpo- 
r ation, 


The e Amor wiſheth all Proſperity. 


[yes tive pious de- 
votion to Religion and 
| Learning, is apparent to all 
| Men that love either; eſpeci- 
| al to thoſe that know YOUr 
| former charge in erecting, 
and your preſent care in 
maintaining a publick Li= 
brarys wherein there are ma= 
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ny. worthy Books both of| 
Divinity and Hiſtory, with } 
other Treatiſes belonging to } 
all Sciences, unto which all | 
Perſons have liberty to re- } 
ſort, allowing a Salary to ® 
the Keeper thereof for that 
purpoſe: In which imploy- * 
ment I have had the honour |; 
to ſerve, having opportuni- 
ty to ip end my time in ſuch ? 
2 way as conlilts with my af- 
tection, and may trend moſt 
to the publick or my own 
private good, which I hope 
"this little Treatiſe , that 
I here prefent to publick 
view, may teſtific for me. 


But more cipecially am ] 
bound 


bound to Dedicate this firſt 
Fruit of my Labours unto 
(and to shrowd it under) 
your Worships Protection, 
youallowing me both Books, 
means, and opportunity ta 
ſuch end, as ro benetit my 
ſelf and others. Such Pla- 
ces, Cities, or Towns that 
are deſtitute of ſuch helps 
as a Library may afford to 
thoſe that are deſirous to 
ſpend their time in Study , 
may be ſtirred up to follow 
your worthy example, and 
{o shall Learning flourish in 
the Land, andthe contempt 
of it be recovered and reſto- 
red to its priſtine Glory. So 
craving 


craving pardon for my bold. 
neſs, and committing my ſelf 
and my little Infant to your 
Worships Patronage, I on- 
ly crave leave to ſubſcribe 
my ſelf — 3 


Your Worſhips Servant , 


Facob Bauthamley. 
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or Otner Kings, 
any way Golpet or Pro. 
reffors of it, how God proſpered them un 
their Wars ag3inft their enemies, You have 
Iikewiſe the pride, racly, and rage of the 
Biſhops of ome, their ambition over Kings , 
2nd 1 
ſetting diviſions in all Eftates pe: Nations : 
45 ailo LNew « Own Ay "uu ONS 3Mong t ewves, 
great pretence of E 
great badg 9 
their Churches 'cnfattibiliry 
them «+ only will be | to iay as the 
Church of Er2/aza hath it in the Prayer ; 31; 
pointed on the Fifth of Novernber ; T " ef 
Re 1:o10n 15 Rebellion, thew Faith . Faction +, 
2nd det practice nothing but murdering Ol 
Souls and Bodies , and only Pray, From their 
Privy Confpiracies, Good Lord deliver ws. 
Laſtly, You have the Entrance , Raign; 
with the 
names of the Brittiſh Princes that withſtood 
them ; as allo the ſubduing the $ax*s by 
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eA brie f Hiſtorical relation of the 
moſt material paſſages, and Per- 
{ecutions of the Church of C briſt, 
from the death of our Saviour, 
to the time of William the Con- 
| querour, QC. 


therius Caſar having received by Letters of 
the miracles off Chriſts ReſurrcQion, and 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, and how he was 
| received as God of many, was himſelf alſo 
's moved with belief, that he was God, and conferred 
with the whole Senate of Rowe to have him ordered as 
God. But the Senate withitood him, becauſe ſaid 
they, he was not approved and Conſecrated as God 
Dy ti-em, as was Uſual in ſuch caſes: So the very Senate 
following their own Law, rather than the Law of God, 
and contenting themſelves with their o4n Emperour, 
rather than the Son of God, to be their King; it fo 
| came to paſs by the juſt Jadgment of God, they were 
more plagued by their own Emperours whom they ſet 
un tnemſelves ; as after it came to pals, that the City, 
and chief men thereof were devoured, andaftlicted, for 
the ſpace of almeſt three bundred years together: For 
B the 


f'2) 
the ſame Tiberizs (far, who for a while was in his} , 
behaviour a juſt and moderate {'rince, was afterwards , 
ro them a ſharp and neayy Tyrant, who neither fa. © 
voured his own Mother,nor Nephews, nor the Princes 
of the City, nor his own Counſellers, whom of the? c 
number of twenty, he left not above two or three! 
alive,deflowring maids,and then putting them to death; 
that in one day, as, Suetonins doth report: he cauſed : 
twenty to be drawn to the place of Execution; by 
whom allo through the juſt Judgment of God, and} 
punithment of him, Pontizes Plate, under whom Chriſt 
ſuffered and was Crucificd, was accuſed and appre-|} , 
hended at Rowe, and was depoſed and baniſhed to! 
the Town of Lyons, and in the end did kill himſelf: 
neither did Hered or (azaphas long eſcape, as you (hally 
after hear. And «Lgrippa did not long continue in his? " 
Eſtate, but was caſt into Priſon. {} 
In the Raign of this Tberis, was the Son of God 
Crucified in the four and thirtieth year of his Age| 
and 1n the ſeventeenth of this Emperours Raign our} 
Saviour Chriſt by the malice of the fews ſuffered his 
blefled paſſizn, after whoſe death this Emperouty 
Ratgned ſix years, during which time no perſecution} = 
was raiſed againſt the Chriſtians, through the comy 
mand of the E mperowur, After the death of this Em4 
perour, who Raijgned three and twenty years, ſucZ 
ceeded ( afar { at tgnula, Clirains Nero, Domus Nero): th 
which were great {courges to the City of Rome, thall <1 
the firſt not only took "ther mens Wives from themy ;1; 
but deflowr'd Maids, as alſo three of his own Siſters w 
and after Baniſhed them. And fo wicked he wail C 
that he commanded himſelf to be Worſhipt as Godlf n; 
and therefore cauſed his own Image to be ſet up in ti} a; 


Temple at Jer»ſalezs, which cauſed great diſturbanc 
amon) 
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his} among the Jews; fo that the Scripture ſeemed to be 
rdsf yerified, that the Abomination of deſolation ſtood in 
fa the holy place. : 

ces He was ſo cruel, that he wiſhed all Roze had but 
the} gneneck, that he might deſtroy at once ſuch a mul- 
ree}} tirude. But that which this Caligula had conceived, 
thi the other too that came after him, brought to pals ; 
ſed} for Clandins Nero which came next, Raigned 


{ third of theſe, called Domitizs Nero; who Raigned 
! fourteen years with ſuch cruelty, that he flew moſt 
wy part of the Senators, and deſtroyed the Order of 
to Knight-hood, ſuch a prodigious Monſter and Beaſt, 
| more like than a man, yea, rather a Devil, that he 
7 ſeemed to be born for the deſtruction of mankind, 
his] v ho abſtained not from his own Mother, and ſo mon- 
{ trous in uncleanneſs, that he committed filthineſs 
7 with his own Siſter, nor ſpared any degree of Kin- 
dred, and after put his Mother and Siſter to death, 
outf being great with © hild; as alſo commanded his Tutors, 
1 Seneca and Lucan to be put to death : he likewiſe 
ou! commanded Roxze to be fer on Fire in twelve places, 
10n9 which continued fix or ſeven days and nights burning, 
MY andin the mcantime ſung the Verſes of Homer, of the 
; lacking and burning of Trop, and in the end laid all 
7 the fault of the burning upon the Chriſtjans, andcauſed 
70) them to beperſecuted for it, till at laſt the Senate Pro- 
that claimed him openly an Enemy of mankind, condem- 
my ning him to be drawn through the City, and to be 
er whipped to death ; which to eſcape, he fled out of the 
233 City, unto a Houle of bis Seryants, complaining that 
0d none would do him fo much fayour as to kill him, 
th and fo he ſlew himſelf | 

ny inthe latter end of his Raign, Perer and Part were 
on! =  - put 
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put to death, in the year of our Lord 69. Afﬀeer 
the death of Nero were Civil Wars raiſed among them- 


ſelves, in the third year after the death of Perer and | 


Paul, Jeruſalem it lelt was deſtroyed by Titus Veſpaſran 


who ſucceeded Nero. Then followed oreat deſtru- | 


Aion of the Fews, to the number of eleven hundred 


thouſand, beſides thoſe that were flain about Ga7zlee, | 


and divers fent to e/Zgypt into Slavery, to the number 
of ſeventeen thouſand, beſides two thouſand that T7r#5 
brought in Triumph, part whereof he gave to be de- 
voured of the Wild Beaſts, ani] others he cauſed to be 
ſlain. 0 | 
Andasthis vengeance of God was ſhew'd to the Fev's 


and Romans, ſo the Emperours themſelves did not | 


eſcape thehand of God for their contemning Chriſt, 
but had their jult reward, for among ſo many Emper- 


ours that put ſo many Martyrs to death, for three hun. | 


dred years together, few or none eſcaped either kill- 


Oo 
worthily revenged. 


As to begin with Tzherizs who was poyſoned, of the | 
three Neroes after ſufficient is declared , and after | 
Domitius Nero, Domitins Galba was within ſeven | 


ing themſelves, or by ſome miſcrable cnd or other was | 


u "Mas 


months ſlain by Ortho ; And after Ortho flew himſelf | * 


being overcome by Putel/irrs;, And PVitellins ſhortly 

after was drawn through the City tormented, and at 
* » ; pn X [] 

laſt thrown into T yber ; 7 rus who was thought to be 


a2g00d Emperour, was thought to be Poyloned by | 
Domittan his Brother, and Domitian was ſlain in his 3 


own Chamber, by the conſent of kis own Wife, as | 
was thought : Conmodns was murdered by Narciſſus » | 


the like end had Periizax and Zaltanus: Severns was 
flata herein England, and was buried at York, and his 


Son Fafſianns flew his Brother Seita, and he himfelt 
Nain 


FS) 
flain by e Marta!rs : As alſo eMacrinns and his Son 
Diadumenus, both (lain of their own Souldiers: He- 
logabalus that glutton was drawn through Rome, and 
thrown into T7 yber : Severns that worthy and Godly 
Emperour, who ſaid he would not fecd his Servants 
with the bowels of the Common- wealth, or keep them 
to do nothing, yet he was ſlain at Aentz, with his 
Godly Motber e Mammea, by Maximns, whom 
eAlexander Severus of a Muleter, had preferred to 


| great Dignity, which 4ax:mns after three years, was 


. = ol . « * » 
flain of his own Souldicrs; Balbinas in like manner 


» ſain, and Gordzaz flain by Philip: And Philip the 
firſt Chriſtened Emperour i.ain, or rather Martyred. 
 Decins was drowned, and his Son the ſame day flain 
” in Batte!; Sallus, and Veolufrannus his Son both Em- 
| perours, were ſlain by contpiracy of e/Emilianns, who 


roſe againſt them in War, and after three years was 


) ſlain himſelf, Next ſucceeded Yalzerannus, and Galt- 
” enus his Son, which Yalzeranxs being a Perſecutor of 


: the Chriſtians, went to War with the Perſians, was 
taken by Sapores the King, and made a riding ſtock, 


þ orſtool tor the King to tread upon whileſt Ie es 
- | Horſe-back, whileſt his Son lay at Rowe {leeping, 
* and would not, or could not deliver his Father from 


the Ignomy upon him, For after this, ſo many Eme 


! perours roſe up in the Roman Monarchy, as there were 
? Provinces, yet at length Galienus was killed by Amu- | 
reolus, which roſcin War againſt him, and Arrelianus 
was ſliin by his own Secretary: As allo 7 acitzs, and 
 Florinas, the one was fliin at Ports, the other Ratgn- 


ed two months, and as ſlain at Tarf. Probas, 
though a civil Emperour, was ſlain by bis Souldiers: 
Carusnext, was {Iain by Lightning : chen followed 
impious Diocleſian, With his fellows z eAfayiminns, 
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eMaxintigs, Licinias, und:r whom and Deocleſian, 


grea: perfecution was raiſed againſt the Chri- 
ſtians for ten years together : Of which, Droclefian Þ 
and Maximinus depoſed themſelves together from the | 
Empire. Galerizs the chicf inſtrument of the perſe- | 
cution, fell into ſuch a ſtrange ſickneſs, having ſuca | 
a ſore riſen inthe bottom of his belly, which conjumed | 
his privy members, and ſwarmed with Lice and filth, Þ 
nat curable by Phyſick or Surgery, confeſling it hap- Þ 
pened to him for his cruelty to the Chritians, and F 
called in his Proclamations a2110lt them, and it 1s re- J 
potted he was ſo noyſome rohimſelf by his own ttench, 
that he ſlew himſelf « Maximing was taken with ſuch Þ 
2 pain in his Guts in his. War, thar he there died : | 
Aaxentius was vanquiſhed by Conſtantine, and | 
drowned in Tyber by the fall of a Bridge, that he had | 
made to entrap Conſtantine: Licinizs was depoſed, | 
being vanquiſht by Conſtantine, and flain of his own | 


Souldiers. But when Conſtantive came to the Em- 
pire, and that the Faith of Chriſt was received into 


the Imperial Seat, we read ofnone in like ſort deſtroy- | 


ec, except 7ul:anus, and Baſilizs, which expelled one 
Zeno, and was atter expelled himſelf, only Yalens, 


or elle few were either moleſted,or came to ſuch fatal | 
end ; ſo that we may ſce the juſt hand of God againſt Þ 


thoſe that contemned and refuſed Chriſt and his Go- 


 Jpel. | 


Novy it remaineth, that we ſet forth the perſe- 1 
cutions raiſed againſt the People of God, vvithin the | 


ipace of three hundred years after Chriſt, vvhich vve 
commonly count ren, beſides the perſecution moved 
at Jersſalezs by the ews, againſt the Apoſtles and Dil- 
ciples of Chriſt, of vvhich St. Stephen the Deacon vvas 


frſt put to death, yvith many others ſlain and caſt into | 


Priſon, 
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Priſon, in vvhich perſecution, Sazlafter called Part, 
played his part, being not converted to the Faith, as 
is inthe As tobe read, Then vvas Tames the Apo- 
{tle of Chriſt, of vvhom it is reported, that vvhen he 
came before the Tribunal Seat, he that brought him, 
and yyas cauſe of his trouble, hearing the Tribune to 
condemn him, as he vvent to bis Execution, the man 
that brought him to trouble, cryed out, he yyas a 
Chriſtian, and ſo they vverc led both to Execution,and 
the poor man deſired Zames to forgive him, yyhereat 
7ames pauſing a vvhile on the matter, ſpake to him, 
ſaying, Peace be to thee my Brother, and took and im- 
braced and kifſed him, and vvere both beheaded toge- 
ther in the year of our Lord 36. Beſides Zames, N:- 
canor, one of the ſeyen Deacons, ſuftercd the ſame day 
as Steven did, as Dorotheas teſtifies, vvho alſo reports 
that $:207 another Deacon, butaftcr Biſhop in Arabia 
yvas there burned. Thema allo vyho Preached to 
the Medes, Perſians, Parthians, ſuffered death, being 
lain by a Dart, S$:7207: Zelotes Preach in Africk, vvas 
after Crucified in Frittarn, Simon called Cananens, 
Brother to {xude, and Famesthe younger vvere both 
flain by Trafanus. ark the Evangeliſt, and firſt Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria, Preached the Goſpel in e/£gypt, 
and yvas dravyn vvith Ropes to the Fire, and vyas burn- 
ed, and buried ina place they called Bucolus, he died 
under Trajanus, Matthew 1s reported to Preach to 
the /ndians, and Tranſlated the Goſpel into their ovyn 
Tongue, and ſhewed ſome Miracles among them, but 
at laſt he yvas beaten doyvn vvith Stones, Crucihed, 
and at laſt beheaded. eLrdrew the Apoltle and Bro- 
ther to Peter, vvas Crucified at Patry, a City of 
Achaia, and vvhen he vyas convented before the 
Council, boldly reproyed, and contemn:d their Ido» 
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try, and never changed. hs countenance at his ſuffer. 
ing, at his death uttered theſe vyords, O” roſs, moſt 
welcome, with a willing mind I come to thee, and joyfwlly, 
berne the Schbclar of hi that did hang on tiee, whom |! 
have loved and imbraced always, and fo he giving up 
the Ghoſt, fell aſleep in the Lord. Matthew the Pu- 
blican, otheryviſe called Levs, Firlt a Publican, after 
21 Apoſtle, vvho vvrir his Gofpel in Hebrew to the 


7ews, as recordeth Enſeb1925, voas ſlain vvith a Spear, | 
Aatthias Preaching to the jews, vvas Stoned and be- | 


headed, Philip, after he had mich lab-ured amor 


the Barbarous Nations, ſuffered as the relt of the Apo- 3 
ſtles did in Hrerapolss, a City in Phrygia, vyhere he | 


vvas Stoned, and Crucified, and there buried, as alſo 
his Daughters vvith him Zames the Brother of our 
Lord , and Biſhop of AHiernuſalem confeſſing and 
Preaching Chrilt freely before the People, vyas as 
ſome vvrite,caſt from a Pinacle of the Temple, and be- 


ing yet alive, vvas at laſt knockt on the head yvith a | 


r 


Fullers Inftrumear, 
Naw follow in oraer the Ten Perſecntions. 


] he Firſt, 


tne fuſt of theſe Perfecutions vvas {tirred up by. Þ 


N ero Dominus the ſixth Emperour, about the yea; 


ot our Lord 67. the Tyranmous rage of which vvas ſuch, | 


O 


as Enſcbrus reportethi,thata man might ſee Cities lye full | 


ot dead mens bodies, tre Old and Young, Male and 
Female, vvithout reſpect to Age or Sex, lye naked in 
the Stree's, in ſo much that many that kneyv the Pro- 
phecy of Daxzet, fecing the (ilthinefs of abomination, 
thougtt this Nero to be Antichriſt, fn this Perſecu- 
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tion, Simon Peter Was put to death at Rome, as ſome 


E write, whole life 1s mentioned in the Scripture, and 
| Hiſtory reports he was pur to death in the year of our 


Lord 41. He came to Kowe, and withitood Simor 


? « Magms, and kept the Chair at Xowe five and twenty 


years, untilthe laſt year of Zero, of whom he was 


| Crucified, his head being downward, and his feet up- 


| ward, which was his own deſire, thinking himſelt to 


be unworthy to be Crucified as Chriſt was. And Au- 
chors report that this S120 agus was in great credit 


= with Nero, and was ſent by him to raiſe a youn 

Z Not le man from death to life, which he could not do; 
but when Peter came, by the power of the Lord, 
J calling upon his nameghe raiſed him tolife,aris r:{tored 


| bim to his Mother alive, whereby S$:920n Magus grew 


# out of credit, and was deteſted in Rome. Not long 
2 aftcr S77on Magus threatned to depart the City, and 
© in their ſight to fly into Heaven, and appointed the 
E time when he would fly away ; andat the day appoint-= 


ed,making himſelt wings,got to the topof a Mount called 


ny Se 0 : Z 


E Capitolinus, began to fly,but ſaith the ſtory, Peter by the 


power of the Lord, brought him down to the ground 


; headlong, ſo that he brake his Legs, and joynts, 
J and there died : whercftore Nero ſeeing this, hated 


Peter, and fought matter to put him to death, in ſo 
much that his Friends deſired him to depart the City, 


 Ebut was Crucified as you heard. And it ſeems his 
| Wife ſeeing him go to Execution, he called to her, 
| and deſired her with a loud voice, to remember the 
| Lord 
© Gentiles, after his great labours, ſuffered in this Perſe- 


Jeſus. Paxl alſo after he had Preacht to the 
cution under Nero, as the Scripture confirms. And 
Hiſtory relates that this worthy Preacher of the Lord, 
luffered in the fourreenth year of Nero at Kome, in the 
- =_ 
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ſeven and thirticth year after the paſſion of our Lord, 
Some think that the Epiſtle to the Febrews was not | 
writ by him, but by Timothy, as Tertullian thinks, 
or elſeby Clement, who was after Biſhop of Fome, 
who they fay was joyned with Pary/, Others think 
he did write 1t only not for the hatred he bore to theft 
Fews, but diflembled, or confeſſed not his name in 

the entry of his Salntation, as was uſual with biminl | 
his other Epi i{Ues, yet Writ as an Hebrew tothe He. 
brews, writing in a more Eloquenrt ſtile, And that 1 I þ 
the reaſon why that Epiſtle is more Eloquently RY 
ſlated into Greek than his other Epiſtles. Some differ? 
about thetime of his death, but all grant that he ſuffer. - 
ed under this Nero. 4 
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The Second Perſecution, 
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The firſt Perſecution under Nero, ceaſed under YVe-| 
ſpafian, which gave ſome reſt to the Chriſtians; after 
whoſe Raign was moyed the ſecond Perſecution by the 


Orofins and Exſcbizs write that he begun mildly, but 
after did ſo rage, that he commanded himſelf to be} 
Worſhipped as God, and cauſed his Image of Gold| - 
and Silver to be ſet up. In his time he put to dearhÞ 
all the Nephews of fade the Lords Brother, and cauſed 
allto be flain that could be found of the ſtock of Da-|z 
vid. In his time Srmon Biſhop of Hieruſalem, afterÞ 
other torments was Cruciited. After whom ſucceed-Þ 
ed Juſtus in that Biſhoprick. And 1okbn the Evange-Þ 

lift was baniſhed into the Jfle of Parmrs, under this ,, 
Domitian, Divers miracles are reported of 7ohn, a5 ,,, 
putting into ſcalding oyl, and turning ſtones to Gold. 1, 


Some report he was reſtored by Pertinax, and cametoff.. 
Epheſns, 


(IT) 
Epheſus, where he was Biſhop, and Preacht in «fa, 
s :ndlived the Age of threeſcore and eight years, and 
5, writ bis Epiſtles there; and ſome Proſecuting the 
5 ftory, fay they heard Polycarprus ſay, that 10bz2 went 
ok ©- Epheſus, and being there, went to the baths tro 
he 5 wath bim, and ſecing Cermmrbns the Heretick, and an 
inf Enemy to the truth, in the Water, would notgo in, 
1nW or elſe lezpt out again ſuddenly, fearing the roof of 
ef the Bath would have fallen upon him ; ſuch fear the 
15 ncople of God had in thoſe times of Communicating 
7 withthe wicked, In this Emperours time there yyere 
ferſs tvvo of the Nephevvs of 1144s tne Lords Brother, 
© brought before the Emperour, vvhoasked them, yyhat 
* manner of Kingaom Chriſt's ſhould be, vvho told 
Z him, that it vvas not of ts World, but Spiritual, 
/ and that lie ſhould come in Glory, to judge the quick 
E and the dead, and then his Kingdom ſhould appear 
E vvhat it vvar. Which vvhen the Emperour heard, be 
E jecthem go as vile perſons, and ſtaid the Perſecution 
Þ 2gainſt the Chriſtians. So that we may ſc:e the cauſe 
Z of the rage of theſe Emperours againſt the Chriſtians. 
7 Clement, after he had Governed the Church of Rome 
ſ nine years, left it to Exaraſizs, and heto Sizxtus, and 
Z then followed Teleſphorns, Higinus Pixs, and then 


_ Soter, and he to Eleutherims,ot whom there is nothing 
1a memorable committed to ſtory. | 
Ja- | 

frer 2 The Third Perſecution. 
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ge Betwixt the ſecond and third Perſecution, was but 


D1SB one year under 2 erva, after whom ſucceeded Traja- 
SE 21: who for civil policy and Government was com- 
old, mendable, much familiar with his inferior Subjects, 
as he faid, A Prince ſhould be a {tri obſeryer 2 Ju- 

ice, 


(12) 
itice, fo that when he made a Prztor, he would ps | 
him to uſe the Sword wiſely, and juſtly : yet for all 
this, he was impious, and cruel to the Chriltians, inf 
fo much that Pliny the ſecond writ a favourable Lettei 
$0 him in the behalf of the Chriſtians, that the Chri.# 
Nians did nothing againſt the Laws of the Roman 
worthy death or Perſecution, only tiicy uſed to mee 
rogether before day, aud Pray, and Sing "ang | | 
2 certain God they called Chrilt, whom they Wory: 
ſhipped, otherwiſe they were Godly and honelt in 0.7 
ther things : ſo that by his Letter ro the Emperour/ | 
the Perſecution was ſtaid and diminiſhed, and the Em! 
perour writ agatn to him, that he would not have them 
ſougit out tor, only if they did againſt the Law,to pu.# 
nith them, at which T ertullian complains, and faith, 
O Sentence of a confuſed neceſſi ity, he would not haut) 
thens ſought out, and yet cauſeth ther to be puniſhed ai 
mcn guilty; however the rage of che Perſecution ſtaid, 
Notwithſtanding, many falſe and wicked men execut.®/ 
ed their cruel delignes, and ceaſed not to afflict the? 
Chriſtians in many Places ; and certain of the tewifh) ? 
Nation ſought to find out any of the ſtock of David, 
ſo that if any tumult or uprore was in the City, it} 
was laid on the Chriſtians. And certain accuſed $i.) 
meon Biihop of Zeruſalem, and Son of Cleophas, thats 
he was a Chriſtian, which his accuſers were ( faith?! © 
Epe/ippus ). tound to be of the ſtock of David them} * 
ſelves, and vere apprehended, and put to Execution? 
who themſelves were the cauſe of others deſtruction: || * 


Tae 


In this Perſecution, Simeon the Lords Brother, was p 
taken and ſcourged many days together, who did con-| : 
ftanily hold out andindured, at laſt was Crucified, ti-f h 


nithing his courſe. in the Lord, for whom he ſuffered, 
b<ing of the age of a hundred and twenty years, as 1s 
recorded 


(13) 
arge recorded in Hiſtory, Phocas allo Biſhop of Pontm, 
r all becauſe he would not Sacrifice to 2\ eptuns, was by 
- Trajanus put into alime-kiln and bor bath, where the 
JJ oodly Martyr ended his life. In this Perſecution ſuf- 

A fcred Swſpicins, and Servilianus, two Noble men of 
ns as alſo their two Wives, Exphroſyna, and 
Þ Theodor a, whom Sabina Converted to the Faith of 
f Chriſt, and was Martyred. And ſo did Sera/aa Vir- 
Yorlſs \ gin, and divers others, as Afarexs «Archillexs, and 
| :agari4. Inthis Perſecution ſuffered that blefſed Mar- 
i Wy: lqnatins, ſo famous in Hiſtory to this day, ſuc- 
ni ceeded Peter in the Biſhops ſeat, who being ſent for to 
© Kore, heſtrenethened the places and Cities as he came 

þ along, Preaching the Goſpel and Faith of Chriſt, and 
| was given after to the wild beaſts to be devoured, he 
Z exhorted all men to ſtick to the tradition of the Apo- 
* {iles, and when he came to S91rma, where Polycarpus 
| was Biihop, he wrote to the Congregation at Ephe- 
_ © ſus, where he made mention of One/rmzus their Paſtor ; 
hel. = writing to them, leſt they ſhould refuſe Martyrdom, 
* and loſe the end they defired, As he pafied from 
7 Syria to Rome, he fought with beaſts by Scaand I and, 
'* being day and night bound berwixt ten Sculdiers, 
. } which the more he (hevv'd benefits to them, the worſe 
] they were to him, and yet he was Izught at by 
7 all, ke defired much to come to the place ot Executi- 
2 on, yea, faith he, 7 will provoke the beaſts ro come upon 
| me with their gaping months, let fire, Gallows, nild 
© beaſts, breaking my bones, pulling aſunder my members, 
= preſſing my body, nay the eggs of Hell and the De- 
© vil come, 1care not for all, ſo 1 may win Chriſt, And 
when he heard the Lyons vocrcund going to bethrown 

{10 them, Come, faith he, 14” the Grain arid nu heat 
o* Chriſt, 1 ſhall be grounawith your weth, that 1 may 
be 


(14) | 
be found pure bread vifare the Lord, Beſides this ble. 
ea Martyr, many thout:nds were pit to death, andff 
Martyred under this Emperour. | 

text Trajanus was Hadrizn Emperour, undef 
whom ſuffered Alexander Biſhop of Reme, and hi 


] 
| 
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two Deacons, as allo Z-no a Nuble man of Rommel 
with ten thouſand, and two hundred more | 


Bh 


ys 


7 
2 
| aa L 
as Hiſtory reports: Hadr:z4an being at Athens, pur. < 
poſed to vifit:he Country of &!afna, to do Sacritice) 1 

'þ 


ro the Gods, and gave leave in the while to any to ; 
Perſecute the Chriſtians; whereupon Ornadratus if | 
man Famous for }:arning,vvho was at Athers, being Bi 
thop of that place, and a Diſciple of the Apoſtles, - did® 
offer an excellent and learned Apology to the Empe-# 
rour, 1n behalt of the Chriſtians, wherein he did de. 
clare the Chriſtians to be cruclly and evil intreated with-7 
out cauſe. And ſo did 4riftides, Sirenus, and Gras 
215, Who all writ in defence of the Chriſtian Religi-R 
en, very learned and grave Epiſtles to the Emperoury! 
So through the goodneſs of God, the Emperour be 
ing moved with the Prayers and Epiſtles of theſe learn# © 
2d and excellent men, fo turned the hear: of the Em » 
2Ccrour, that be being bettcr informed of the order] 
2nd prefefſion of the Chriſtians, became more favour| 'F 
adleto them, and direftcd his Letters to Atinutins i 
and Fandanas in Afta, thatthey ibuuld forbear the Per 1! 
iccution of the Chriſtians, hay ng nothing elſe of crime?! 
objected againſt thcm, bur only the name of Chiifl e 
:tians, | Al 
After the death of Zadrian, who dicd by bleeding : 
theNoſe,fucceeded 4utonias Pins,inthe year of our Lord 
140.andRergned three andtwenty years, who for his mo{ 
deity and clemency to all men, was called :z5 Godly ; bis 
laying was,he kadrather ſave one (itizen, than deftroy i 
thou 


| (155 
cf. thouſand eAdverſartes ; yet the State of the Chriſtians 
and was much as Haarzan leftir, ſetting out no publick 
 [Edids to Perſecute the Chriſtians: yet the tumultuous 
der rage of the Heathen was ſuch, they did not ceaſe to 
6:9 afflit the Chriſtians upon any misfortune happening to 
mm them, imputing all miſchief to them, ſo that in divers 
re Þ! places, ſome were put to death, though not by the 
zur. conſent of the Emperour, he being ſo mild that he 
tice) moved no Perſecution, and if any was raiſed, he ſtaid 
y to.) it ſo ſoonas hecould, as may appear by his Letters to 
45 1) his Officers in ſeveral places, 
Bip 
did” The Fourth Perſecution. 

' 
1pe-# 
de.) Afﬀterthe death of this Emperour , the mild and 
irh-y quiet Prince, and who among them all came to the 
# meſt quiet end, Antonius Yerns, and Lacins his Bro- 


1741 
ioi-J tier, Reigned about the year of our Lord, 162, A 


f man of more ſtern and ſevere behaviour, yet in Polt.. 


Zedin Philoſophy, yet to the Chriſtians ſharp and ſe- 


TE 


Re 


© vere, and moved the fourth Perſecution atter 7\ ero. 
7 Among whom Polzcarpus Bilhop of Smyrza, in the 
oury) rage of this Perſecution ſuffered in Afa, as allo twelve 
115) more Martyrs in 4a ſuffercd grievous torments, be- 
Pc rk ing whipped ſo fore, that their veins and Artertes 
rimed 2ppeared,and the very intrails of their bodies and bow- 
hrif els were ſecn, and after that ſet on ſharp (bells, edged 

| and ſharpened, as alſo Nailes and Thornes ſpread for 
19 2 them to go upon, that the multitude wondred at their 
ord} patience and conſtancy,and ar laſt atter all, were thrown 
mo4J*2 the wild beaſts and devoured, Polycarpns being 
» his fought for, was ſolicited by his Friends to flee ont of 
-0y if *he City, and ſo did go and hid: himſelf in a Coun» 
hou £75 
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(16) 

try grange, living privately at the intreaty of ſome of 
his Friends, but being aſleep one night, had a dream 
that his bed was on fire, and fo awakened, whereas 
in 2 Viſion he was told wbat ſhould become of him : 
ſhortly afcerthe purſuers came after him, ſo that his 


Si 
3 


Friends intreated him to flee again, and being on the Þ 
top of the Houſe, where he might have eſcaped it he 
would, but he would not, ſaying, the will of the Lord 
be done ; ſothat he came and ſpake chearfully to them 
that came to take him, and with his grave countenance 
carried himfelf ſo chearfully, that his purſuers were a- 
mazed. But by and by he cauſed the Table to bef 
ſpread, that they might Dine wich him before they | 
went, deſiring nothing of them, but that they would|# 
give him an hours reſpite in private to pray, which they 


granted him, Burt his heart was fo repleniſhed with | 


F 
grace in his Prayers, that they that heard him couldſ} | 
not but be ſorry that ſuch a Godly man ſhould be put} 3 
todcath. But as they weregoing on in their Journcy,Þ} © 
he was compelled in ſeveral places to behold the Sacri-f# ! 
fices, and deſired to do Sacrifice to their Gods, which|} P 
he refuſed, but Preached and ſtrengthened the Chri- 8 7 
ittans as he came along, and likewiſe the people, or as} ® 
ſome ſay, it was a voice from Heaven, calling to him a 
withloud voices, now to play the man, Being comeſ! w 
before the Emperour, he was deſired to Swear by the! B 
Emperours good Fartunc, (as was uſual ) buthe de-Þ th 
nied. They threatned him with Fire, what rel! zou[ he 
we of that, lairhhe, of Fire that will extinguiſh, whail be 
27 that tothe Fire of Hell, that will burn everlaſtingl; thi 
the wicked who ſhall be condemned tout > But coming fo 
near the place of Execution, he kneeted down, thank. D: 
ing God his Father that had called him to ſuffer : and W 


as the Fire yyas Kindled by the tormentors, and the Chi 
| Fire 


oy 
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(17) 
e off Fire began to flaſh out vehemently : we ( faith the 
eam | ſtory) to whom it was given to diſcern it-ſaw a marvel- 
reas  lous matter which we were preſerved to tell to others. 
m : | For the Firebeing made like a roof of an Houſe, and 
bis | after the manner of a- Ship mans Sail filled with wind, 
che |Þ the Fire ſo encompatied the body of the Martyr, as 
fheÞt with a certain wall, and he in the middle, notas fleſh 
,0r4 || that burned, but as Gold and Silver purified, and we 
zem | felt ſuch a ſmell and Savour, as it were of Myrthe or 
nce |} other precious balm, that had given a ſcent, At laſt 
e a-| when they ſaw his body would not burn or conſume, 
beſ they commanded one to thruſt him through with a 
hey Sword, and ſo he did, and fo much blood iſſued from 
uldÞ} him, that all wondred, both Ele& and Infidels, 
heyſ} This Pohcarpus was a Diſciple of one of the Apo- 
-ithÞ> ftles, and a Teacher of the Church at Smyrna, many 
uldÞ} heard him ſpeak of the Apoſtles, and their doings, 
pur} 2nd that had heard the word of Life, with their own 
xcy,þ, cars. Beſides that -blefled Martyr, many, ſuffered 
cri-[| 112 fra, and were {courged with rods, beaten, whip- 
ich|} ped and having their bones broken, Among thereſt 
ari-l Jaſtinus, a famous Philoſoper and Martyr, in Polen 
r as man, and 13:5 10 a City of eEpypt called Alexan- 
1imſ}] 4ria, Beſides many Martyrs of Vienna and Lyons, 
meſ| which were Spectacles of conſtancy, and writ totheir 
the) Brethren in Lyons from Phrpgia, and Afia, acquainting 
de-Þ/ them with their ſufferings, and to encourage them to 
zo hold our tothe end in tbe profeſſion of Chrilt, A- 
hat bout the ſame time wrote Heraclitus Annotations on 
glp py the New Teſtament, being one of the firſt that began 
ingſſto Write ſuch, Theophilus Biſhop of Ceſarea, and 
nk. Dionyfius Biſhop of (orimth, a man Faichfully learned, 
nd Who writ to Peritzs 2 Biſhop, not to lay any Yokeof 
theſ|chaſtity on any of his Brethren. And writes alſo of 
_ Dyoony- 
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ot Eaſter, as ſhall be ſhevved vvhen vve come to it | 
hereafter. . 


C48) 


Dionyſus Areopagitas, that he was Converted by the 


Preaching of St.? ax, as is recorded in the Ats, and © 
was made ' after Biſhop of Athens: About this time * 
wrote {lemens Alexandrinzs, a man of notable and © 
ſingular learning, whoſe Books remain ſhewing theſt 
order and manner of the Books and Goſpels of the" 
New. Teſtament, as alin mentioning the keeping of (fi 
Sunday Holy day,. of which we find no mention be- l 
fore, but only in Jaffinus Martyr, and he declares}C 


that two times, eſpecially, the Chriſtians met together" 
topray, The firſt, when any Convert was to be Ba.Þ#* 
prized: - And the ſecond time was Sunday, which was 
kept for two reaſons. Firſt, becauſe on that dayſP' 
God made the World. And Secondly, on that dayſ*< 
Chriſt (hevved himſelf firſt ro his Diſciples after his|® 
Reſurrection. .' About this time the Goſpel of St. ar 
rhew vas Traiiflated or Writ in Hebrew, and left by 
Sr, Bartholomew, and vvas brought to the Library at" 
Alexandria. In this time one Pantenus vvas the firltÞ© 
thatread in open Schools, vyhich 1s thought vvas theſF 
beginning of reacing by the Chriſtians in Univerſities. y* 
And about this ttme vyas the controyerſie betvvixt the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, about the obſervationÞ# 


Sanins a Martyr, in the midſt of his torments, en- 
during ſo much as vvas poſſible for humane nature toſf 
bear ,the Judge asking his name, and vvhat Country he 
yyvas of, yvould make no anfyver but this, 1 am4 
Chriſtian; The Tyrants being ſore vexed, command- 
ed Plates of Braſs red fire hot, to be clapt to theten- 
derparts of his body, and yet though his body vyas 
Jcorched,. he ſhrunk not, but yyas bold and con- 
Rant, being moiltned yvith the yyater vyhich came __ 

| theſ 


the T3 8 (19) | 
inal the ſides of Chriſt, though his body was fo ſcorche 
mel and drawn together, that he had almoſt loſt the ſhape 
angſt of a man; in which bis ſuffering be obtained great 
theſl glory to Chriſt, overcoming his Adverſaries by ſuffer. ' 
thelding» and inſtructing others ( that were yveak and fear- 
 offyful,) That nothing is or can be terrible yyhere the 
be. {love of God is manifeſt, Bur the Perſecutors not 
\regh)content vvith iis former torments,added a ſecond yyay, 
herſ{yvbereby his body vvas ſyyoln that it could not be 
pa.Ftouched, they thinking ro make him deny his Faith, 
was} and terrifie others; but it proved otheryyiſe, that his 
dayſpuniſhment vyas rather a Medicine, for his body did 
dayſpeturn to the ſame ſhape, ſo that he had the uſe of his 


8 ; 
- his Members : Which ſome that vyvere fearful ſecing, 
tar. vvere encouraged, vvho yyere about to deny Chriſt ; 
: by|s one Biblides being brought to behold the torments, 


y at hoping ſhe vvould blaſpheme God, but xe thinking 
Grf} of the Fire of Hell, avyvakened out of the ſleep of 
theſfcath, and reviled the tormentors, ſaying: How do 
ies or think we ſhould eat yorng Infants, ( of which they 
theſere accuſed ) when we will not eat ſo much as the 
tioniPleod of any beaſt, being (hriſtians > So confeſſing 
0 i;1Þer ſelf a Chriſtian, ſhe was Martyred with the reſt ; 

ſides many others that were put in Priſon and dyed, 
en- |Photincs Deacon of the Biſhop of Lyons, 'fonrſcore 
e toſ#nd nine years of Age, ſo Feeble that he could ſcarce 
y heſſraw breath for Age, yet was lively, being brought 
 aſp*fore the Judge, many rich Citizens prefling after 
:nd-pim, who ſpake diverily of him : The Judge asking 
ren-#hat was the Chriſtian God's name, told him, 52 
vyas 4 not worthy zo know: With which Anſwer he 
auſed himto be beaten, throwing what came next 
romfſand at him, uſing great torments, and after threw him 
theſto Priſon, where be died in two days after. 
C 2 Saturn 


— 


NN NT ee a £0 


(20) 
Sa'urnu Santtus, after cruel broiling on the Grid. 
Iron and other torments, glorified God by Mattyr. 
dom. ” 
Allo Blanaina a weak Woman, ſuffered Martyrdom , 
joytully. - 
eAlexanatr a Phrygian and eMttalis being brought 
out together, the Governour granting eAlexanader to 
the People, was baited again by the Wild Beaſts, be. 
ing ſo before, andin Priſon; and when he had ſuffered ; 
all the Agony they could invent, he was ſlain, never 
giving ſo much as a ſigh, but Praifſed the Lord. But 
eAitalus being ſet 10 an Tron Chair began to Fry, ſol 
that the Sayour of his body began to ſmell, yet ſpake# 
ro the multitude in the Komzay Language, Behold 
faith he, thi is to eat man's fleſh which you do, but 
we Chriſtzans neither eat men, nor commit any other 
wickedneſs as you accuſe uw, And being demanded? 
what was the name of the Chriſtians God, he anſwer-# 
ed, Our God hath no ſuch name as yours, Then ſaid 
they, See sf he can help Jou. | þ 
Rlanaina and Pontzcus a Child of fifteen years old, 
were brought ou: at the laſt days SpeQacle, to affright 
others that were to ſuffer, that ſo they might turf? , 
them to ſerve their Idols; who at laſt after many tor-Þ!c 
ments patiently ſuffered, gave up the Ghoſt : Blan-}], 
dina like a good Mother, gave her Children exhorta-Jl, 
tion, ſending them before as Valiant Conquerours infly. 
Martyrdcm, came at laſt her ſelf to the place of Exe-fic 
cution, with as much joy as the had gone to a Wed- 
ding: after her pittiful Whipping and caſting to the 
Wild Beaſts, ſhe was put inco a Net, and thrown to 
the Wild Bull,” and being gored and wounded, yet 
fe't nothing in regard of the conſolation ſhe had in 
Chrilt : at laſt was ſlain; the Heathen Exccutioner 
con- 
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{ confefling, never Woman endured ſo much fo pati« 
i ently, And yet theſe Heathens every day invented new 

__ | kinds of torments for the Chriſtians, 
4 Among others that ſuffered under Antoninns, was 
« Taſtings, who had Writ two Apologies or Epiltles 
7 to for the Chriſtians, to the Senate of Roxze one, the 
other to the Emperour. Jaſtine was born in Paleſtina 
Z ata City called Neopo/r : whoſe Father was Priſcus 
Bl © Bachizs, who in his youth fer him to School to learn 
"4b Philoſophy, wherein he became Famous, and having 
"RE tryed other Sets, at laſt became a Platoniſt, trying all 
a eſp © ſorts of Philoſophers: Bur when he came to ſee the 
rr | ſuffering of the Chriſtians, thought ic impoſſible ſuch 
" people ſhould be oiven to any Vice, being ablz to 
Zindure fo great adverſity, yea, the moſt cruel death: 
de So he began to be 1n love with the Chriſtians, and to 
7 ({favour the Chriſtian Religion, concelving it Was ra» 


ered 


Phat made them ſo to ſuffer, Being thus aftl;&ted in 
bis mind, he went into a Country Village or Grange, 
2 where he thought ro be alone : but there met himan 
wi Ancient Man, with a comely Viſage, as he was by the 
tor Sea- fide, and reaſoned with him a great while, che 
lan.) E lold man declaring to him that there vvas no true ſaving 
1-Bknowledge among the Philoſophers, vvhich neither 
r5 inffitnevy the true God, nor vverc inſpired by the Holy 
By Ghoſt ; and further reaſoned vvith lim of the #mmeor- 
CO Bality of the Soul, of the reward of the Godly, and pu- 
d the a— of the wicked 3 ſo that Fuſtine yielded and 
N Eiked hovy he might come to the knowledge that he 
Ipake of ? The oid man told him he mult ſearch and 
Fead the Prophets, and adjoyn Prayer to it, for they 
yere much more Antient than the Heathen Gods or 


Philoſophers, and vyere inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
C 3 and 


(22) - 
and did not regard mens inventions ; and had ſuch Þ 
clear demonſtrations of things to come and paſt,as con- | 
cerning the Creation, the coming of Chriſt many Þ 
years before, which all came tq paſs; ſo that they F 
were to be credited above the falle ſeducing Prophets | 
that could not Propheſie of ſuch thing to come. And 
ſo the old man departed, withing ?u/#ine ro do as he 
had defired him; and he ſaw him no more. Immedi- #7 
ately after this 7#ſtize was ſn inflamed as with fire kin- | 
dled in his breaſt, that he began to love all that favour- |” 
ed Chriſt, and was Baptizzd, bu: where is uncertain, 
only St. Zerome ſaith, preſently after he went ro Rome, | 
and uſed exerciſes which he called Dzarrib a, diipuring |” 
with Creſcensthe Cynical Philoſopher. However » 1s}: 
is certain, he was a great defender of the Chriſtians : | 
at laitthrough the malice of Creſcens he ſuffered Martyc-| 
dom under Antoninus Verus,a little after Polycarpus int 
Aſia; And ſo you bave the diſcourſe of Juſtine and}! 
other Martyrs »f France, who commended irene | 
( being made Miniſter ) by their Letters t& Lleathe-|. 
1145 Biſhop of Roxze, which Ireneus was a hearer ot}. 
Polycayprws. and after the Martyrs cath was made Bi-[. 
ſhop of Lzons and ſucceedes ?borinus, About this} 
time were in eſa one Apollinarins Bilhop of Hiero-| 

#/is, and e Melito Biſhopot Serdis, much commend- 
ed of Tertrllian, who exhibitcd Apologies to the Em- 
peror in behalf of the Chriſtians to ſtay the perſecu-}|: 
tion, as did Omadratus and Ariſtides to Adrian, naat-!; 
velling much that the godly (hould ſuffer ſuch cruelty,|! 
and Thieves or Robbers by the high way ſhould be 
rolcxated, which no good Prince would fuffer. The} 
jaid e Melrto writing to Oneſimus giveth us the true | 
knowledg and catalogue of the names of the Authen-| 
tical Rooks of the Old Teſtament, and declareth them 
- 4 i 2 EEE to 
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© to be, viz. Five Books of Moſes, Jolua, Tudgrs, 


Ruth, 4 Kings, 2 Paralipow. Pſalms, Proverbs of So- 


” lomon, Wiſdom , the Preacher, Song of Songs, Fob, 
| P Iſaiah, 
” Ezekzel, Eſdras : where you may ſee what were ad- 
” mitted Authentick, and what otherwiſe, 


eremiah, 12 Prophets 1: ne Book, Danzel , 


But to d1- 
oreſs alittle z ſome think the Apologies of theſe men 


© {taid the perſecution; but others more near the truth 


think it aroſe from a miracle ſhew'd in the Emperors 
The ſtory is this ; Art what 
time Marcus Antonius and Marcus eAurelizts Commous- 
dus Emperors and Brethren joyning together, warred 
againſt the Ouades, Vanda!ls, Sarmates, and German , 
their Army by reaſon of an eminent aſſault ofthe Ene- 
my, v/as (hut and cooped up ina ſtreight and narrow 
paſſage, as alſo in a dry hot place, which brought 
much diſcomficure to the Army, and abated the cou- 
rage of the Souldiers; where ona fuddain a Legion of 
the Cnriſtians withdrew themſelves from the Army ſo- 
litarily, proſtrating themſelves betore God in Prayer, 
and obtained a double relief, God giving pleaſant 
ſhowers ;ram the Element, ſo that the Souldiers and 
Army were refr:(hed, and their thirſt quenched ; and 
not only ſo, but by the continual Lightning 1n the 
Enemies Camp they were ſo diſcomficed and affright- 


ed, that they fled from the Chriſtians, as Tertxllian 


witneſſeth, This fo pleaied the Emperors that they 
waxed more gentle and mild to. the Chriſtians, com. 
manding to give the Chriſtians thanks not only for 
themſelves, bur for the preſervation of all their Army. 
Some refer this to the time of L 1x5 (072modas, and 
not to 4rrelins (:mmodus; However things ſtand, this 
is certain,after AntoninsCommoars and Amure'iinsCommos» 
dis, ſucceeded Lwcins Commeadns the Son of Verus, who 
C 4  rajoned 


- _ © ———— 
NT D— — 


(24) 

:aigned thirteen years, 175. Inthe time of this Com. Þ 
2oaus , though he was incommodious to the Senate, || 
yet there was Univerſal peace to the Church of Chriſt; Þ 
Some think it was by reaſon of Marciathe Emperours Þ 
Concubine, who favoured the Chriſtians; How- þ| 
eyer it was, whole Families and Noble Perſonages of þ 
Rome wereallured to joyn themſelves to the Church of Þ 
Chriſt, of whom was epollonizr a Noble man and Þ 
Senator of owe, who was maliciouſly accuſed by a 
Servant of his own, ( as St. /erome reports ) but by a 
new Law made, he that zccuſed a Chriſtian falſely 
ſhould be put to Execution, and ſo he was, having 
his Legs broken : Bur the Martyr by an Elder Law; 
that a Chriſtian once being arraigned withour recanta- 
tion ſhould be beheaded, and fo he was. 

This Commodss upon his Birth-day habited himſelf in 
a Lions Skin, making ſacrifice to Zupiter, proclaiming 
Herenles to be Patron of the City , there being the 
ſame rime in the City of Kome Yencentins, Euſebins, 
Peregrintes, Potentianus, all learned men, who follow- 
ing the ſteps of the Apoſiles, Preached againſt the 
blindneſs and ſuperſtition uſed, boldly reproving the 
Idolatry of the People, whereby one Zzl:zus a Senator 
and others were converted ; whichthe Emperor hear- 
ing of, ſent one of his Captains to compel them to 
come before him, commanding they ſhould ſacrifice 
to Hertzles, bur they ſtoutly refuſing, after grievous 
rormentsand great miracles done by them, they were 
at laſt preſſed to death withleaden weights, as Yencerns 
26425 hath it in his Tenth Book, Chap. 119th. | 
- But now to return to the order of the Roman Bi- 
ſhops, beginning where we left, at Alexander ; the 
next that ſucceedcd' was X:ſius or Sextus, vyuho made 
f'ome trifling Ordinances, and goyerned ten > as 
Ts | DE OMC 
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| ſome Write. Then came Teleſphorys and was Biſhop 


| Eleven years ; he commanded Lezr, and three Maſſes 
« Þ to be ſaid upon the day of Chr:?'s I ativiry + Aﬀter 
| him came Higines inthe year142, he brought in one 
| Godfather and one Godmother at Baptiſrs, as alſo the 
| Dedication of Churcres, Then came Pins, who made 


{rick Laws againſt the Prieſt that let fall ſo much as a 
Crumb of the Holy Myſteries of the Lords Table, Then 
'came In 4ncetss, Soter, as allo Elextherizs in the year 
of our Lord 180. About this time God ſtir'd up 
(among other learned men } Serapion Biſhop of An- 
tcb, as alſo Egefippus an Eccletiaſtical Writer , as 
vvitneſs Jerome and Enſebiri. 


The Fifth Perſecution, 


| After the death of Commdas reigned Periinax but 
iew months, afer vvhom ſucceeded Severns, wao rai- 
ſed the fifth Perſecution in the year 195. And he raigned 
eighteen years, Ten of vvhich he was very favoura- 
ble to the Chriſtians ; Bur after by ſiniſter and mali- 
cious ſuggeſtions was otherwiſe, commanding that no 
Chriſtian ſhould be ſuffered , vyhereby an infinite 
pumber was put to death, about the year of our Lord 
205: The places moſt ſuffering were Africa, Alexan- 
rz2, Cappadocia, and Carthage : of whom the firſt 
nat ſuftered was Leonides the Father of Origen, who 
as beheaded, with whom Origen his Son ſhould 
pave ſuffered, being about ſeventeeen years of Age, 
ach a fervent deſire he had of Martyrdom for Chriſt, 
ad not his Mother privily conveyed away his Cloaths 
nthe night ſeaſon, fo that for ſhame to be ſeen, he 
as Kept from going with his Father, to be at home : 
ut though he could not go, yet he writ to his Father 
| = being 
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C26) 
being in Priſon, Cave tibi, &c, Take heed that youſ 
turn not your purpoſe of ſuffering for our fakes Þ# 
(meaning his Mother and himſelf. ) This Origen haif 
ſuch a myſtical ſpeculation in the Study of Lc: ing 
eſpecially of the Scripture, that he would oft 1.,oveſ 
Queſtions to his Father of the meaning of ſuch and wud 
laces, in ſo much that his Father would often unco. 
ver his face being aſlcep, and open his breaſt to kiſs 1 inÞ 
giving God thanks that had made him Father of ſuch i 
Child, This Orrgen by his Learning, ( their Good! 
being confiſcate by the Emperour) did maintain hi L 
Mother and ſix Brethren by keeping School, at laſt ga 
himſclf to theStudy of theScripture, and profited fo much l.; 
therein, thar he conferred the Hebrew with other Tran-Þ 
flations, They that write of him, report him to be of 
2 ſharp quick Wit, of ſpare Diet, and he is ſaid to f 
write ſo much as ſeven Maids and Notaries could Penſ 't 
every day ; and is accounted by St. ferome to writ 
feven thouſand Volumes, the Copies of ſome of then 
he uſed to ſell for three pence a piece for ſuſtentationÞ| I" 
of himſelf and the Family, And when the Marcy: R 
went to their Death, he vvas many times ſo bold as top 
go and kiſs them and imbrace them, ſo that he vvaÞp 
ſometimes endangered of Stoning by the multitudeſ 1 
Among his Scholars vvere Platarch Servns, Heraclif 
des, Phais, Potamenia vwho ſuffered as Martyrs : Poſp 
ramenia a Virgin, vvhich one Baſulides receiving to have 
her to Execution thevved her compaſſion, and vvouldl 
not ſuffer the rude multitude to raile upon her, butf [F 
rebuked them; vvhom to requite, ſhe told him (heþ & 
vvould pray for him : and ſo vvhen ſhe had ſuffered; 
and he ſavy her ſuffer ſo quietly, did after confeſs him-ſj,, 
ſelf a Chriſtian, and that Poramenia had prayed forff», 


- him, andhe favy a Crovyn put on his head, ſo vvaiſ,, 
| next 


Tis 


Znext day beheaded, receiving the Crovyn of Martyr? 
5 Mjom. Beſides many. that ſuffered, ſome eſcaped vvith 
Hhafr ife, as Alexander Biſhop of Zeruſalem, vvho vyas 

Emade partner vvith 2\ arceſ#5, vvho being unwieldy by 
Freaſon of Age, being onz bundred ſixty and three 
years old, vvas not able for the function, and ſo 4lex- 


— Lander continued Biſhop the ipace of forty years until 
re the Perſecution of Decins, under vvhom he yyas Im. 
cha 


Epriſoned and died in Ceſarea, and licenſed Origen to 
Preach in his Church. In this time vverc efndoclas, 
eAſcleprades, and Irenens Martyred. After yvyas Tere 
tu!iar a man expert in Greek and Larne, vvhom Yincen= 
F195, and Lirinenhs praiſe. 

| Butnow toreturn to the Biſhops of Rome : Aﬀeer 
Elatherins mentioned before, came Yi&or yyho did 
{quietly in the time of Severus, but after vyas a great 
iſtirrer inthe controverſie of Eaſter, in thoſe days of 
*Fthe primitive Church, vvho vvould have Excommus- 
Unicated the Churches of e4/a about certain ces 
Tremonies, hadnot trenezs Biſhop of Lyors ſtayed him: 
{For certain it is, that the Apoſtles gave no heed to the 
| Obſervation of days and times, only attended the Apo- 
"{tles Dorine, and the vvord of Salyation, only de- 
(fired they vvould abſtain from things ſtrangled, and 
from blood ; which blood is thought to be menti» 
Coned for this reaſon: the Chriſtians vvere reporced 
{to Murder their Infants ; ſo to clear themſelves they 
{did let them knoyy, that it being againſt their oyva 
| Lavy to (hed any mans blood , they did not only 
"Pabſtain from that, but alſo from the blood of common 
beaſts, and that Lavy being given by the Holy Ghoſt, 
E vas continued to the ſame end, during the time of 
E Perſecution by the Heathen Gent:zles, Neither vyas 
Ethe Obſeryation of rites- and ceremonies, meats or 
: 2 7 drinks, 


drinks, days, times, places or veſtures greatly regard.|| 
ed, nor uniformity to them required by the Apolttles, ; 
but all Kept the Unity and concord of the Faith not- | 
withſtanding fome outward differences, and this wasj® 
in the year of our Lord 200, and ſo continued rill theſ 
Council of Nice. Then began Eafter day to be re-þ 
quired as neceſſary, and they counted Schiſmacicks thaſſ 
diftented, With Pi#or ſtood many Biſhops, and onf! 
the other ſide ſtood the Biſhops of 4a, eſpecially Po. 
lycrates Biſhop of Epheſus, alledging the examples olſ 
Philip the Apoltle, Fohn the Evangeliſt, Polycarps af 
Smprna, all obſerving i it as we do now. Bur ek | 
would Excommunicate them, but [renews perſwadedÞ 
him otherwiſe. After Yiffor ſucceeded Zephyrinuſ 'f 
In the time of Severus, two hundred and three years,|} 
which ſome write ſat ſixteen years and two months. Inf F 
whoſe time, Perpetua, Felicitas, Revocatte, Saturi | . 
nu, Satyris, Secnndnlus were thrown to the wildÞ 
beaſts and deyoured: only Secanaulus died in Priſon, 
and Satxrinns was beheaded. This Severas raigned theh 
Term of eighteen years, and in the end of ht; time| 
came into Bretrarn with his Army, and after many con-þ 
Aicts with the Brzrrains in the North, madea Wall of 
Turfand Straw, and ſtrong Stakes the length of af 
hundred thirty and two miles from the Tre to thef 
Scottsſh Sea, and then removed to York, and by the 
breaking in of the Scors and Northern men, was be- FH 
fieged in York, and ſlain of his own Servants and Soul. þ * 
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diers. (he 
After whom followed Yaris eliogabalys 1n the £ 
E 


Empire, one more like a beaſt than a man in all Glut- 
tony, in tilthineſs exceſſive, fo given to rioting and 
delicacy in diet, that when he was near the Sea, he ( 


would ſend for fleſh into the Inland, and when in = 
| Lan 


(29) 
Land fend for all kind 'of Fiſh: and he is repotted, 
1g.) that he had to Supper ſeyen thouſand Dithes of Fiſh, 
Hes) and five thouſand of Fowl; and never wore one Gat- 
_ ment twice ; butat laſt notwithſtanding all his pride 
wall and pomp, was flain, after he had raigned two years, 
thet] of his own Souldiers, and drawn through the Streecs, 
[and caſt into Tyber : and having no iſſue Adopted for 
"1. his Son Arrolins called Alexander Severn the Son of 
Mammea, who entred his Raign inthe year of our 
p,.Þ Lord 224, andcontinued thirteen years, being com- 
: mended for his wiſe and vyertuous carriage, a oreat fa- 
{ vourer of Vertuous and Learned men, - one that was 
2b} liberal ro ſuch; a great fayourer of Juſtice, and a great 
deg hater of corrupt Judges ; inſomuch that if any was 
|, found to be ſuch, he with his two fingers would put 
| out their eves, diſmiſſing all idle vagrous and loofe 
Inf Fellows from his Court: A great tavourer of tlie 
4+; Chriſtians, and reſtoring their places of Worſhip: 
i1gh inſomuch, that when a certain place was challenged; 
on, þ 2ccupied by Cooks and Tiplers, that belonged to the 
thel Chriſtians , he decided the buſineſs, ſaying, It was 
meſ ore reaſon it fhould be nſed for the worſhip of God, 
n. || than for (o0ks and Scullions ; and ſo cauſed the place 
| of |to be reſtored to the Chriſtians, though there was 
f , fo particular Chrifttan Churches at that time built in 
the | Rome. 15 
the Þ <Mammea the Mother of this Alexander, whom 
\e. þ Jerome calls a Devout Religious Woman, hearing the 
1. | fame of Origen, ſentfor him to 4ntioch, defirous to 
 Phearand ſee him, to whom he reſorted, and remain- 
he $<da ſpace with the Emperour and his Mother, and fo 
returned to Alexararia again, Soin this time, though 
nd [the Church of Chriſt had noc herperfe&t peace, yet had 
he {ſheſome tranquillity from Perſecution, Inand _ 
{N16 
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this time one Ocelia a Virgin, which had been inſtry, 
Redand converted by Vrbanus, and was a means te 
convert her Husband, was brought before the Rulers| 
and adjudged to the hot Bath, wherein ſhe continued. 
cold : then was brought out and Beheaded, the Exe" 
cutioner having two or three ſtrokes before he cuti}f” 
off, and after it was off, it lived two or three days, af. 


the ſtory ſaith, 


eAgepatns, (alepodins, Pammachins with his Witt 
and Children, and two and forty others were Mar 


tyred, Simplicins, Quiritins, and Julia his Mother 
alſo Martyred : Tiberizs, and Yaleranus Brethren be 
ing beaten with bats and bruiſed, were after Be| 
headed : concerning whom 1 think they ſuffered un 
der Decins or eMaximns, rather than under AlezÞ 


4naer. 


T he Sixth Perſecution, 


After the death of Alexander and e Marmea, who | 
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were both ſlain and Murdered in Germany, wat, 


e Maximus choſen by the Will of the Souldiers, ra-F 
thet than the Authotity of the Senate, about the yeark 


of our Lord 237: who for hatred to Alexander's [ 
Houſe, raiſed the fixth Perſecution againſt the Chri- 
ſtians. And though no doubt but that many ſufferedþ; 


under this Emperour, yet by the merciful providence 
of God, he raigned but. three years, After whom 
ſucceeded Gordianns in the year of God 249. A 
man ſtudious for the good of the Common-weale: 


But this Emperour after he had Governed with much 


fla of Philip Emperour after him; 


In 


os © 


"emp and tranquillity the Monarchy of Rome, he was 
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| Tnthe days of this Emperour, was Pontianns Bi- 
op of Rome, 'and many notable Fathers raiſed 
Þp in the Church, as Phelerzs Bilhop of Antioch, and 
*Zebenns : to thele may be added Ammonizs the 
$chool-Maſter of Origen, the Kinſman of Porphyry, 
&n Enemy of Chriſt; yer this 4-225 being better 
Etndued with grace, left many good Books behind 
im in defence of the Chriſtian Religion, About this 
time was Julns Africanus the Scholar of Origen, 
Hinto theſe Dofors may be added 7 aralizry, who 
ad ſuffered Perſecution conſtantly, but was ar laſt 
ſeduced by 4ſclepiodotrs and T heodorus, which were 
[tbe Diſciples of Theodorns, to be a Biſhop of their 
Set, promiſing to give him one hundred and fifty 
"Pieces of Silver every month, and being joyned to 
them, was by a Viſion from the Lord in great mercy 
forewarned, who will not let one of his ownto periſh; 
jet being blinded by lucre and honour, was at length, 
lay, warned of God in a Viſion, and was all night 
By courged of the Angels, and wakening in the Morning, 
fas ſo ſore in his body, that he roſe, and putting on 
Wn ack-cloth, went into the Congregation to Lephyree 
Bus weeping , lamenting, and. ſhewing his bodily 
Lhe: [ripes, and prayed them to receive him into Commu» 
-_ ion again, and fo was admitted as he defired. 
o | After the death of Pontianus, eAnterinsſucceeded 
eBilhop of Rome: Next him was Fabsanus, of whom 
ore hereafter ; and after them Hippolyrzs is mentioned 
Tr a Biſhop and Martyr in Arabia, And mention1s 
We: ade of great heaps of Martyrs buried by ſixty toge- 
* ot i; and Hiſtory faith, that Hippolytus waz drawn in 
nue"Ficces with wild Horſes ,- through Fields , Dales, 
be: uſhes and Thornes, ang ſo died. 
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After Gordianns raigned Philip as you heard, wheſt 
with bis Son Philip Governed the Empire ſeven year 
in the year of our Lord 246. This Emperour wa 
Chriſtened by Fabianxs and Origen, wno by Letter 
exhorted him and Severa his Wife to be Baptized? 
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and ſo he was, being the firſt Emperour that brought 
Chriſtianity into the Imperial Seat. However other 
report, this is certain, that this Emperour and his Sor 
for Chriſtianity ſake were ſlain of Decins; as alſo fo 
having committed their treaſure to Fabianns Biſhop of 


K ome. 


The Seventh Perſeciition. | : tt 


This Philip being ſlain, Deczres invaded the Crown ;; 
in the year 250. by whom was raiſed a terrible Per (| 
ſecution, noted to be the ſeventh, This Fabianu g 
was made Biſhop of Rome by a miraculous appoint-Þ gi 
ment of God : For as the Congregation was met to 7, 
chuſe a Biſhop, this Fabianns coming ou: of the ye 
Country cothe Ele&ion, thinking nothing leſs than 
of himſelf to be choſen, ſuddainly a Dove cane flyingÞt þir 
into the Congrega:ion, and alighted on his headF Bj. 
which the Congregation ſeeing, they all. with one .4, 
mind choſe him to be their Biſhop 3 But after, folÞ in 
what reaſon is uncertain, though ſome conceive tor tyr 
the hatred this Emperour bore to Philip, Fabianuiy eq | 
was Martyred in the beginning of this EmperoutsP gjy, 
Raign, ſending out moreover bis Proclamations, that £5745 
all which profeſſed the name of Chriſt, ſhould be \lainYf py, 
In the Raign of this Emperour, Origen that was ſo 1n phil 
his beginning, comforting and kiſſing, the Martyr5B mer 
was made ſearch for, ſo as he could not be covered in R;q, 


any place nor hid, yet laboured much in the Church 
| : affairs 


(33) 
affairs by writing , exhorting, and expounding the 
Scripture about the ſpace of fifty years, unto the 
time of Decizs: Under him he ſuffered racking, 
Dungeons, and much torment, beſides terrible death 
and burning. Yet ſome write, that after he was 
brought to che Altar, and enticed to uncleanneſs with 
an ugly Ethiop, rather than he would commit un- 
cleanneſs with her, he burnt incenſe to the Altar, 
for which he was Excommunicate ; and being driven 
with ſhame and ſorrow from Alexandria, went to 
Jeruſalem, and coming to the Congregation, was 
defired to make an cxhortation, which at laſt he took. 
” theBook to dozand turning it, read 1n the fiftieth Pſalm 
theſe words: 1 hat haſt thou to ao 10 take my Lays 
I y in thy mouth? but could go no further , ſhutting 
i the Book, bewailing himſelt , the whole Congregati- 
! on weeping with him alſo; and ſome report that he 
died in great poverty and miſery, and was buried in 
to 737%, in the year of our Lord 255, and the ſeycntieth 

he year of his Age. 
nk After Orzgen, came Heracles his Uther, and after 
g him, ſucceeded Diony/sms Alexandrinus, Babilus 
4 Bithop died in Priſon under this Decizs, as did 
nt Alexander Biſhop of Jeruſalem above named; and 
NP in 4ntzoch, Vincentins ſpeaks of forty Virgins Mar- 
OF tyred: As alſo of one Perer of Phrygia, who ſuffer- 
WF cd bitter torments for Chriſts ſake, Alſo in Babylon 
IF civers were led into Spain, and Martyred under De- 
al cizs, Hiſtories make mention of Germanns, T heo- 
0 philes, Cefarins, Polochronins, I eftor, who in Pam- 
OE p-ilia died Martyrs; Olympiades, e Maximns Noble 
men, Anatolia a Virein, all Martyrs, as Dionyſus 
OE Biliop of eAlexandris mentions in his Epiſtle, and 
lo Enſebius reports in his. (ib, 6, Cap. 40, 4b 6 
D al 


(34) 
all ſuffecing the ſpoiling of their Goods with joyful. 
neſs, Mention is made of Apollonia a Virgin -_ 
ſometiing Antient, whom they brought forth, and 
daſhing out all her teeth out of her mouth, made af 
great Fire, threatning ro caſt her into it, if the would þ 
not blaſpheme Chriſt : at which Me making a pauſe aſt” ; 
while, ſuddenly leapt into the Fire, and was burned þ 
to geath. bk 
Alſo Serapion they took out of his own Houſe;F 
after they had aſſailed him with many torments, and 7 
broke almoſt 2ll the joynts of his body , they caſt himÞ p 
down froman upper lof:, and ſo compleated his Mar.f bor 
tyrdom. m 
But at laſt it pleaſed God to ſet great diſentionſt® 
among the Perſeccutors themſclves, which turnedF}. 
their cruelty agaiaſt one another, and fo the Church - 
of God hal a breathing time from the rage of Perſe: L 
cutton, " 
But long it laſted not, but there came a cruel Edig) , 
againſt the Chriſtians by which many ſuffered, an 
{ume cowardly forfook the truth, and burnt incenſ{ 5* 
rothe Idols, others conſtantly ſuffered, as acer! Gu 
Mar:yr, Alexander, Epinattus, and four:cen Women Fi 
Hieron, Dioſcorns, lfidorus, Nemeſion, Ammon 
Zenon, Ingemirs, Theopiylatt, ſome of which ra : 
into their Councils, conſefſing openly; they were Chr I 
ſtians, to the Amazemenr of tie Council, -þ | 
Hi'arion who was commanded by his Maſter to df 
Sacrifice to the Gods, was fore rebuked becauſe h . ps. 
refuſed ; and when he could not by any means con f d 
ſtrain him, he rook a Pike, or ſharp Stake in his han( ” 
and ran it chrough his body. 
Cheremon an Aged man and a Biſhop, fled with 
Wife and Children into che Mountains of Arabia, a 
nc\ 
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| never returned being ſought after by Friends, could *_ 
| yer be found. However we may ſee in thoſe days that 
{ Biſhops had Wives.Some there werethat did renounce 
© their Faith, and were made SpeQacles of Gods Judg- 
U m-nts : as (yprian reporcs of one Exaraſtus Biſhop 
” of African torſook his Flock, and made Shipwrack 
of his Faith; as alſo N icrocraſtus a Deacon, yet 
|repented after as ſome ſay; yet others held conſtant 
i ro the end. The ſame (yprian relates a Noble 
tory of one of his Collegues a Prieſt , being op« 
peeled with weakneſs and afraid of death, and 
his Execution drawing nigh at hand, he deſired 
to depart and be diſcharged; and as he was thus 
. ntreating and almoſt dying , there appeared to 
: him a young man of a tall beautiful countenance 
c.| nd reverent Majelty, whoſe body was fo bright, 
"Phat ir could not be beheld with carnal eyes, tO 
* hom this young man ſpake with a certain indig- 
""Dation of mind, and ſaid, To ſuffer you dare not , 
(# go out you will not, what wonld you have me 


do unto you? Such renouncing the Faith was 


| 


*Þour this time, that by reaſon of the weakneſs 
a f Chriſtians, ſprung up 'the error of I ovatze , 


d made a great diſturbance in the Church. This 
ovatus being a Prieſt of Carthage under Cyprian, 
ld this error, That after any did renounce the 
aith of Chriſt, and Sacrificed to Idols, they 
ere not to be olmined into the Church , though 
ey did repent: which error did make great di- 
rbance in the Church, and ſome held with 
> but after Nowarrzes left it, and was recon- 
ed tro the Church of Chriſt. However there 
s a Synod held at Rome of ſixty Bilbops in the 
ne of Cornelins, and in the Raign of Decius , 
D 2 in 


ra 


'hit 
0 + 


CO 


han 


th 
ly 


nc\ 


(36) 


in the year 295, the heat of Perſecution being a | 
little calmed ; yet after this Cornelzzs Biſhop of 
Rome , died a Martyr, The ſame Cornelizs 15} 

ſaid to fſct out Decretal Epiſtles, and certain | 
things not agreeing with the Church of Chriſt; ; 
But at laſt being accuſed of Wiiting Letters inf” 
commendation of Chriſt and Chriſtians, whici | 
he confeſſed to Cyprian , though there was no+}» 
thing Derogatory to the Emperour, yet was af-| 
ter beaten with bats to death, commending me 
Biſhoprick to Stephanus his Deacon, and ſo ended}? 
his life in Martyrdom. z 
About this time ſuffered eAvrelins , and HMap-|? 
palizs, who boldly went into the Council, and}: 
being condemned told them boldly , they ſhouldg 
fee them run to morrow for a Wager, and fo were 
then oy out and ſuffered ihcir Martyrdom con-# 

And thus much of the Tyranny of this D eciuy 
20ainfſt Gods Saints, and the juſt hand of God! 
>0ainſt him: For as he ſlew Philip and his Son 
| 'q he and his Son were ſlain in going to Wt 


( 
] 
t 
[ 
I 
t 
qgainle the Gothians; and being in danger to by Js 
E 

O 

O 

Z 


taken, to eſcape the Barbarians hands, he ran 
into_ a Whirle-pit and was drovned , and neve 
found after. Neither 6id the Empire eſcape} 
but a great Fague fall on the Heathen , thi 
laſted ten years, neycr an Houſe in eAlexay 
aris being Free : which though it fell on i 
Chriſtians as others, yet the Chriſtians cont 
nually viſited the Heathen, and relieved thc , 
with their charity, and ſhewed patty to tho 3 
that . ſhewed no pitty io them nor their own F: 
lows. | 

A 
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And it is obſerved, the Plague came from the 


« ” hot Countries, and raged violently in all the Re- 
. © man Monarchy,eſpecially wherethe Emperour hadfſent 
| his EciQts againſt the Chriſtians. And after this Decrzs 


who raigned bu: two years,came1n by treaſon Gallas and 
= Polafranus his Son, Emperours in the year 255, con- 
:; tinuing their Raign but two years. This Gals al- 
though in the beginaing he was ſomething quiet, yet 
m7 following Decizs { by whom he ſhould haye rather 
"Þ taken heed) fet forth Edidcts againſt the Chriſtians ; 
| though we do not find many that fuffered death : The 
 chicfeſt of the Perſecution being exilement of the Bi- 
7 ſhops and Guides of the Flock of Chriſt. 
2 The firſt was Cyprean Bilhop of Carthage, beſides 
certain Prieſts who were condemned to the mettle 
Mines, which were, NNemeſins, Felix, and Lncms : 
whom Cyprian comforted and exhorted by Letters, 
giving them ſweer comfort and conſolation - as alſo 
to Segrivs, and Rogatianus, who were in Priſon, and 
bonds for the truth. In the time of this Galias was 
Lucigs Bilhop of Kome ſent to Baniihment ; but after a 
time kereturned to his Church. And. ſome Authors 
report of his pride, and his ſetting forth ordinances, 
which ſtood not with the Bilbops of choſe times; yer 
 Evuſcbius rep: res he took upon bim the pompous ſtile | 
N of the Koman Biſhops, and tonk Prieſts from their 
Pl on Wives, and heid the Chair but ezght months: Bur 


* Damaſas reports he fat three years, and was behead- 
var 0 = 
ih edthe ſecond year of Valerian and Galtenss Emperours. 
After the Raign of this Gaf/zs and Voinſianus wio 
fl faigned two years, eAmilianus, which flew; them both 
a by civil ſedition, ſucceeded in their place, who raign- 


p5 ed but three months, and was flain, Next to whom . 
raigned Yalerianns and Galienus his Son being Empe- 
D 3 rours, 
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rours. About the change of theſe Emperours, the 
Perſecution of Gallus ſomething abated, partly by the 
change, and partly for the great Plague raigning in 
moſt parts of the Empire, But Falerianss in the en- 
rance of his Raign for three or four years was right 
; ourteous and gentle to the People of God, and 
v-ll accepted of the Senate. Inſomuch as that none 
of all the Emperours that profeſſed Chriſt, was ſo 
loving and familiar among his SubjeRs and the People 
of God, repleniſhing his Court with ſuch as were 
the Saints and Servants of Chriſt, inſomuch as his 
Court ſeemed to be a Church of God : But at length 
by the malice of Sathan and evil Counſcllers, theſe 


days laſted not long: ' For being ( 2s was thought} 1 
charmed, and enchanted by a wicked e/Zg1prian, a | 


chief Ruler of the Synagogue, and a Charmer and 


vicked Sorcerer, vvho did many things by kis magical : 
Arts againſt the Chriſtians; this Emperour vvas ſo |! 
infatuated with this e£p1ptiar, that he wholly turned |! 


to Idols and exccrable Impiety, quartering young 


Infants and Sacrificing Children to the Heathen Gods; | 


And ſo proceeded in his cruelty, that he moved 


the eighth Perfecution again{t the Saints of Chriit, I 
which this wicked e/£gyptian could not abide, this be- | 
ing the hindrance of his wicked enchantmeats in the : 


year 259. 


The Eighth Perſecution, 


In which Perſecution the chief Adminiſters and | 
Executioners were Emilianus, Preſident in egypt » | 
Paternss, Galerins, Haxinus Conſuls in Africs, But 
. - | as 
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as the «Egyptian was the outward cauſe, ſo Cyprian 
ſhew:inmore ſpecial and ſpiritual cauſes in his Eccle- 
Grſtical Epiſies, viz. The Prieſts being puft up with 
pride and Iucre, and not walking in the ways of the 
Lord, b:(14cs many diviſions and diſcords among the 
People of God themſelves: And did declare, that by 
a certain Viſion, he was warned of the Perſecution 
that ſhould come, and that he forewarned them of it. 
The ſtory is this : That be ſaw a certain old Father 
firting , at whoſe right hand ſata young man very fad 
and penſive, and at the lcft hand fat another Perſon 
having in his hand a Net; And as he marvelled at the 
matter, it was ſaid to him, The man on the right hand 
& ſad and penſrue, that his precepts are nepleited and 
not obſerved; But the man on the left hand #s merry 
and danceth, that occaſion 7s given to him to have 
power over the mn that is aflicled. 

And at another time Cyprian reports of himſelt, 
Thar the Lord in goodneſs and mercy vouchſafed to 
his Servant to dire& him concerning his coming ; 
and told him that he ( meaning himſel*) ſhould be 
of good comfort,for peace ſhould come to the Church 
after a little while that ſome were tried, and admo- 
niſhed him to be fpare of diet in cating and drink. 
ing, leſt his mind ſhould be carried away from Holy 
Duties, Moreover this Cyprian in an excellent Epi- 
ſtle to the Emperour, doth defend the Chriſtians 
from thoſe Calumnies and flangers laid upon the 
Chriſtians by the Heathen, St. Jerome much com- 
mends him for his Learning, Education, and Con= 
verſation, eſpecially for his (ommentaries upon Jonab, 
which Prophecy Cyprian reading, was through the 
grace of Chriſt a means of his Converſion ; as allo 
by the help of Cecilizes a Prieft reading that Prophecy 
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was Converted, and ſo was ordained Prieſt, and not 
long after Biſhop of Carthage, and was, as Nazian- 
zen reports, ſo Famous in the Government of the 
Eaſt Church, that he was called the Bu/hop of the Chri- 
ſtian men. And after his Converſion vas very care- 
ful of the afflicted Brethren, giving great part of his 
ſubſtince among them, commanding his Officers 
evety where to be careful of them. He was a great 
reader of Tertullian, infomuch as no day paſſed with- 
out reading ſome part of him. But was at laſt Ba- 
nithed by Patermy the Pro-conſul of eAfrica, and 
returned again in Galtenus time, And Maximns 
ſucceeding him, finding (ypriar in a Garden, c2uſed 
him to be apprehended by his Serjeants, and to be 
brought to the Idols to do Sacrifice, which he would 
not do; whereat the Pro-conſul brake out into 
thele words, Long haſt thow lived in 4 Sacrilegie 
0125 way, and been an Enemy to the Goas of the Ro-+ 
mans, and the Holy Laws, and the Sacred Emperonrs, 
which could never reduce thee to their rites and Ceres 
zones, Art length he judged him to haye his head 
ſtricken off, and ſo willingly and patiently he did ſub- 
mit bimſelf to the ſtroke of the Sword, and ended his 
life in the Lord, in the year of our Lord 259. Ai- 
ſt: being then Biſhop of Rome. He writ many Books 
with great Elegancy and Wit. Yncentius makes men- 
tion of twelve abuſes he obſerved in the life of Man, 
Which follow. =. 


I Sapiens 


 . 
bY 


(41) 


* x Saptens ſine operibgs : 

1 2 Senex ſine Religione : 

3 Adoleſcens ſine Obedientia: 
4 Dives ſine Eleemoſyna: 


p 5 Femina ſine Prudicitia - 
f 6 Dominns ſine Virtute: 


7 ( hriſtianus Contentioſas : 
8 Pauper Superbns : 
9 Rex Intquns : 


x Cai Re. [dd 
= - 
va 


E: Io Eprſcoprs T egligens : 
5 11 Plebs ſine Diſciplina : 
47 Iz Populus fine Lege : 


4 A Wiſeman without good Works. 
3 An Old man without Religion. 


q A Young man without Obedience: 
Fl A Rich man without Alms. 

y A Woman without Shame, 

F' A Ruler without Virtue, 

ba A Chriſtian Contentious. 

Y A Poor man Proud. 

4 A King Unrighteous. 

J A Biſhop Negligent. 

p People without Diſcipline. 

J Subjects without Law. 


© And though /yprian and other Servants of God be 
be highly commended, yet we are far from Cano- 

ing them for ſuch, as that they did merir as the 
Bpiſts do ſet in their Calendar, neither mu{(t we at 

bute ſo much as to think bur that they had their 
Eirmities and blemiſhes and errors; and ſo there 
as 1n moſt of the Doors of the Church preceding 


ſome=- 
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ſomething which was aud of reprehenſion : 
we may lee in Orzgen, although a man in his in 
famous and admirable for his Learning, yet we know 
he held not in many things as the Church doth now 
And as for Polzcarpas, the Church hath altered whiff 
he held about Eaſter. Ignatiizs himſclf cannot be dF" 
fended in all things, making it as great a fin for a mp 
to faſt upon a Sunday, as to kill Chriſt himſelf. 1renuf 
held that God did not make man perfe& at the bj 
ginning:; he ſeems allo to defend Free-will in mi 


hc 
2nd that Chriſt ſuffered after he was fifty yea £ 


vid. 
Tertullian, whom (yprian ſcarce ever laid out! þc 
his hand, 1s noted to be a (hiliaft, and of « Montany 
SeR, and ſezms to defend the poſſibility of keepif : 
the Law, andcondemns ſecond Marriages. 

Trſtsnns [eems to defend the fall of Angels by Wi 
men, as alſo Free will and keeping the Law. NW. 
ther was our Cyprian Free, though the Scholar " 
Tertulian, and did hold Rebaptiſm of thoſe that wh, | 
Bapriſed of Hereticks, about which Srephanus and I, 
had great Contention:; beſides other Docors, 
eAnſtine, Ambroſe, Hierome, Chryſoſtome, none 
them ſo clear, but went with their peculiar faults i s 
errors to the Grave, About this time and undert 
fame Emperour , ſuffered Xeſtus or Srxtus the | 
cond of that name, Biſhop of Rome, being acculfh 
that he was a Chriſtian: he with his ſix Deacaf 
and 7 emefeus were Beheaded : Lawrence at the (a 
rime being orieved that he might not ſufter «ith the! 
bur the Bithop -told him, that within three days| 
ſhouid follow after: In the mean time he bad him 
home and diitribute bis Gands and ſubſtance to! 
'Poos if be had any. poſſeſſions or treafure, WHY: 
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e Judge hearing, commanded him to bring his trea- 
F$.:c to him, as the ſequel of the ſtory declares; whoſe 
TFh:ample and words deſerve to be kept freſh and green 
& all Chriſtian hearts. This Laxrernce thirſted after 
te Cup of Martyrdom, and was troubled that he 
T& old not ſuffer with his Maſter Srx:xs; But Sixtus 
Þ!d him thar he muſt ſuffer greater conflics being 
Young and luſty; But, faith he, I am Feeble, and 
$ou ſhalt more gloriouſly Triumph over the Ty- 
nt. 
# But to come to the ſtory ; being before the Judge, 
he demanded with a ſtern countenance where his 
reaſure was, and where he had beſtowed the Trea- 
"Fre of the Church ? who craving three days reſpite 
> anſwer him, promiſed he would then declare it. 
the mean time this Laxrence cauſed abundance of 
Fyoor Chriſtians to be Congregated, and when the 
ay came that he (hould make his Anſwer, told the 
dee, ( ſtretching out his Arms over the Chriſtians ) 
Mhbere was his Treaſure, and precious to him, in 
bom the Faith of Chriſt raigned ; they were the 
anſions of Chriſt, and what more precious Jewels 
Would Chriſt haye than ſucb, and of whom Chriſt ſaid, 
was hungry, and jou fed me, naked and you cloatbed 
We, &c. At which words, who can expreſs the 
hadneſs of the Tyrant, how he ſtamped and ſtared, 
Ws cyes and cheeks glowed, roared and cryed out like 
Lyon, and called, Kindle the Fire, make no ſpare of 
ood, this villain hath deluded the Emperour, away 
With him, Whip him with Scourges, Jerk him with 


/*Wods, Buffet him with Fiſts, Pinch him with fiery 


ongs, gird him with burning Plates, bring the ſtrong- 
W: Chains and the Fire Forks, lay him on the Bedof 

on, and when the Bed 1s fiery hot, bind the no 
ED han 
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which being called before the Judge, he was Scour 
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d to the tyyeilth year of the Raign of the Empero' 


(44) | 
hand and foot, on with him, broil him, toſs him, tf 
him, do every one of you bis Office, on pain of nf , 
diſpleaſure. The word was no ſooner ſpoken, by | 
after many cruel handlings, the meek Lamb was ly 
on the Bed of Iron, which was to him as a ſoft Bed | 
Down; ſo miraculouſly God tempered the Eleme 
ofFire, that inſtead of conſuming pain, it was a Pall 
of Nourithing reſt : ſo that not Lawrence but the E 

erour was tormented; the one broiling in his flet 
the other in bis heart, When this Trumphant Mary 
had been preſſed down with Fire- forks, and Fire- pik 
2a great ſpace of time, in the mighty Spirit of Godlf : 


[ 


ſpake to the yanquiſhed Tyrant. | 1 


— — 


T hu ſiaeis roaſted enough, turnup O Tyrant Great, 2 , 
Aſſay Foaſtedor raw,which think'ft thou the better mÞþ 

O rare and unaccuſtomed Faith, and invincible 
tience, that by ſuch means doſt recreate, refre(h, a 
ſtabliſh thoſe that are burned and afflicted! And 
this glorious Martyr overcame the Tyrant, Ar 


O 


fight and hearing of Lawrence, a Souldier ſtanding 


was Conyerted and deſired ro be Baptized; hi 
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ed, and after Beheaded. | 

Dionyfins of Alexandria and his Fellows, Marcin 
Fauſtin and Cheremon, and others were Baniſhed in | 
Cephro, a Town in Libya, with charge not to Pread 
But as they vvent they did Preach, and yvere a mea} ,; 
of the Convertton of many from the Heathen 1dol 
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WW of 
tries, Faxſizs continued long to the end of ti _ 
Perſecution ; at laſt being very Aged, vvas Bchea ot 
ed, dying a Martyr, And Dzonyſzs himſelf contin © 


; (45) 
Wand being very aged departed in peace in the year of 
T our Lord, 268. | 
In [eſarea Paleſiine ſuffered alſo about the ſame | 
time Preſcus, Malcrs, and eAlexarnader : and at Car- if 
Y cbage ſuffered no leſs than 300, Which after examina- "1 
tion by the Judg, and a Lime-kilne being hard by, 
W were threa:n:cd if they would not do ſacrifice ro the 
Heatiei: Gods , they ſhouid be ſmothered in it; 
which they refuſing run ſuddainly into it, and were 
ſmothered with the duſt and {moat of the Kilne, 
* In Africa allo ſuffered e Maxima, Donatilia, Se. 
f cunda, Virgins ; who after they were tormented and 
# ſcorched in the Kilne and on the Grid-Iron, were 
& calt to the Wild Beaſts which would not touch them , 
* but were at laſt with the Sword beheaded. 
 Theſixth year of Yalerianus and Galienus, we read 
& of Yiftor and Viftorinus, why lying in Priſon three 
years with (laudianns and Boſſa his Wite, did ſuffer 
preat torments and death for the name of Chrilt. 
Anrelins Prudentins mentions one Fraiiuoſus Bl- 
ſhop of Tarracora in Spain with his two Deacons, 
gd Aupurins and Eulogins, who being in Priſon ix days, 
were brought out and burned, being condemned of 
eſZEmilianus, and bound hand and foot were caſt into 
Z the Fire : but their hands remained untouched with 
the Fire, and their bodies whole, the Element of Fire 
fl}ying from them - whereat with hands lift up to hea- 
-Þ ven, they beſought the Lord that it might return upon 
them and work upon them ; and preſently the force 


dol of the Fire returned and did ſpcedily difpatch them , 
' ll to the admiration of all that ſtood by. And as this 
"Wl godly Biſhop was preparing himſclf to the Fire, he 
js would not ſuffer any to pull off his hoſe or ſhooes, 


but was willing to do it himſelf ; and when they 
brought 
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brought him drink, and with tears beſought him to 
drink, he refuſed it, and prayed them not to ſhed an; 
tears for him: And going to the Fire, he willingh|F © 
and conſtantly ſuffered, and with much cheufulnef” 
ſhed his Blood. And thus far this wicked EmperouP © 
continued this Perſecution fix or feven years, and after 
felt the heavy hand of God himſelf : For makiog hi 
expedi:ion againſt the Perſians, whether by Treaſon 
or how it was is not knonn, he fell into the hands f 
Sapores the King, being about the Age of Eighty years, 
by whom he was in a wretched manner ordered to be 
led up and down the Country, and was made a ſtool" 
for the King to get upon his Horſe back ; and fo con 

tinued this blockith butcherly Emperour to the end8*/ 
of his life. The like ſeverity of God light upon Clau 
dius the Preſident, who by a terrible Judgment of 
God, as one writes, was poſſeſſed and yexed by the 
Devil in ſuch ſort, that he bit off his own Tongue inÞ 
many pieces, and ſo ended his miſerablelife. Neither 
did Galienus eſcape; For befide the miſerable capti-Þ 
vity of his Father, ſuch Earthquakes and tumults dil 
happen in ſeveral places of the Empire, that he was 
not able to help or ſuccour his Farher, though heÞf 


o . py Oo . 
would have done 1t, But being ſomething terrified 


by his Fathers example, he did moderate the Perſecy- 
tion of the Chriſtians, and {ent out his Proclamations 
to that purpoſe ; Yer notwithſtanding one /MariannÞ 
a Nobleman of Ceſarea, who was in order to a placeÞ 
that fell to him, wasaccuſed that he was a Chriſtian byÞ 
one that ſought the place himſelf ; who coming before 
the Judg and confeſſing he was a Chriſtian, was judged 
to be beheaded, Whoſe Body a rich Citizn took up, 


and wrapping it in clean Linnen and rich ſumptuous 
weeds, committed it honourably to be buried, 


Put 
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| But to return to the Line and Order of the Bi. 


2 to : 

ay{$075 of Rome. Afﬀter X:iflizs his Martyrdom, the 
ngl "-yernment of the Church was committed to Dio- 
neb 44/5, in the year 266, who ruled nine years. 


o'r whom ſucceeded Fel: in the firft year of Pro- 
fre (be Enperour, about the year 280, And then 
ki flowed Entachius and Gains both Martyrs. About 
he times of theſe Biſhops lived Theodories Bilhop of 
« of ieo-(aſarea, who otherwiſe 1s called Gregorins 
agnus, The days of this Galienns being expired, 
lowed Clandins a quiet Emperour : he raigned 
ut two years. After whom came his Brother Owen 
[ban25, a quiet Prince, whocontinued bur ſeyenteen 
fays, and had to his ſucceſſor Arxre/zanws, under 
hom, as Oroſixs in his Book doth number, was 
the Ninth Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, 


I 
% 


The Ninth Perſecution; 


| Aurelianus, as others before him, ſhewed himſclf 
1i4 @t firſt a wiſe moderate Prince, and ſo commendablein 
Correcting vice, that it was a Proveb, That he was 4 
od Phyſician, but his Medicines were very ſharp and 
jitter. This Emperour if he was ſick, never ſent for 
byſtctans, but cured himſelf by abſtinence ; neither 
Was he unfruitful ro the Common- wealth ; and fo mo= 
derate to the Chriſtians and Familiar, that he would 
lometime fit in their Councils; beſides tolcrating 


* their Religion : But after a while through fſiniſtec 
Ly ends, and bad Counſel, as Princes never are without 


uch about them, this Emperour became a crucl Ty- 
tant, not only altering his ſeverity to others, and 
ying it on the Chriſtians, but beginning with the 
jeath of his 044n Siſters Son. Bur after he bad begun 
| to 
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to moye or purpoſe Perſecution, the hand and me 
ciful working of God overthrew his purpoſe. Forg 
he was ſending his Edits and Proclamation againſt tif 
Chriſtians, the ſtroke of the hand of the Lord wy; 
upon him, when he was going to fer his hand toil 
Proclamation: -For in the fifth or fixth year of h 
Raign he was ſlain betwixt Brſance, and Heraclinſy 
In the year of our Lord 298, Neither is there fouf 
any more recorded of his Perſecution. Next to hi 
followed Prblinus Annins Tacitus, who raigned b 
fix months. After whom ſucceeded Florianns, uh 
raigned but fixty days. And after him follow: 
e Marcus eAurelins Surnamed Probrs, of whom mo 
follows, 

In the mean time good Biſhops and Miniſters bÞ 
ſtirred themſelves ro Preach and relieye ſuch as weaſf 
in Priſon, and to relieve the Saints, and many | 
ſeveral ways were ſet at liberty and maincained by thF 
Charicy of Anatholins Biſhop, and Enſebins their ou 
Deacon, who were much unlike the Romiſh Biſhop 
nowin ſaying mens Lives, : 

The next Emperour was « Marcns Anrelins Probl 
a Wiſe and Vertuous Prince, Valiant in Warlike AF 
faires, and as Fortunate in ſucceſs, during whoſe tin 
no Perſecution was raiſed in the Church, And as i 
Religion, it was ſo in the Common- wealth ; matte i 
were ſo carried, and ſo much Peace was, that he uſe 
to fay, There needed no more Souldiers, ſeeing ther 
were no more Encmies to fight againſt. And tor thi 
cauſe he ſet his Souldiers in Smyrna and Mefſia tip 
work in the Mountains, to Dig 2nd to Plant Vines 
for he would not haye them Idle, not fo much as 
Winter: by reaſon of which at l:{t he vyas flai 

of his oyyn Souldiers, after he had Raigned i 
yea! 
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years and four months in the year of our Lord 
284. 

Gu with his two Sons Carinw and 2 umerid- 
1 ſucceeded in the Empire, whoſe Raign continued 
but three years, which Cars in the Perſian War 
was {lain by Lightning. 2 #merianus was with his 
Father in Perſia, who was much commended for his 
Valiantneſs; An excellent Orator and Eloquent, as 
by his Writings to the Senators doth appear. But 
Sorrowing and Weeping exceſſively for the death of 
his Father, cauſed ſuch a ſoreneſs in his eyes, that - 
keeping himſelf cloſe and private upon that occaſi- 
on, he was flain by his Father in Law Aper, who dif. 
= ſcmbling his death, it was not efpied, till the ſtench 
| of his body being carried about, his death was ut. 
E tered, 

This Carxs going againſt the Perſians, lying at 
Z efntioch would have gone into the Churches of the 
1 Chriſtians to behold rheir myſteries: But Cyr! the 

Z Biſhop would not ſuffer him ſo to do, ſaying, It 
© was not fit for one that was polluted with Idols, 
by *2 go into the Aſſembly of the Chriſtians. Whereat 
I Carus was ſo incenſed and diſpleaſed with this re- 


- | pulſe, that he ſlew Cyr! the Godly Biſhop , and 
«iy therefore was juſtly {Jain, as you thall hear afrer= 
red ward, This Cares with his Son being flain in the 
ach Eaft Parts as is declared, the other Son, Carinn?, 
Ler$ Laigned alone in Jraly, where be overcame Sabinns 


+ ſtirring for the Empire, and faigned with much 
y wickedneſs, tilt the returning again of tac Army 


g | | | 
vc from the Perſian War, who then fet up Dzocleſiar; 
if *2 be Emperour, by vvhom the aforeſaid (arinns 
Lair for the yvickedneſs of his Lite vvas overcome, being 


torſaken of his ovvn Army , ang at tzogth Nain by 
ns OO the 
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the hand of the Tribune, whoſe Wife he had before Þ 


defloyvred. 
Thus the Father and tyyo Sons ended their Lives, 
vvhoſe Raign continued not above three years. HI 
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all yyhich time the Church continued vvithout Per. Þ 
ſecution four and forty years, unto the nineteenth Þ 


year of Deoclefan; Many Chriſtians not only hay. Þ 
ing Offices and Regiments in the Armies, but vvere Þ 


entertained yvith much Familiarity in the Emperours 
Court, and vyere in great Favour vvith the Enpe- 


rour himſelf, As vvas Dorothezs vvith his Wife and Þ 
Children; as alſo Gorgonins, vvho for DoCtrine ant Þ 
Learning vvere in the Princes Court vvith greaſe 
But after through corruption Þ 
and Malice, as jt falls out in Emperours Courts, itÞ 


Honour and Fayour 


vvas othervviſe; For as the ſtory reports, men by 
eaſc and reſt began to degenerate ſo, that one Ehri- 
{tian vyas againſt another, one Biſhop againſt ano- 
ther, railing ſtrife and Sedition, and through Hypo- 
criſte Perſecuted one another; that at laſt vvere per- 
formed the vvords of FJere:ahb the Prophet, Tha 
the Lord overthrew the Honour of Iiracl, and tock 
thetr Royal Oxgaments from them; So that the Tem- 
ple vvas purneP 


2freryvard. 


The Tenth Perſecution. 


This Perſecution by the hand of God vvas fo ter- þ 
rible, that it laſted ten years together. AlchoughiÞ 


the Scriptures allo, vyhereby mcnP 
vyholly ſtrayed from the yvay of truth, as appeared 


paſſed by the hands of many Tyrants, yet it princiÞ 


pally bears the name from Diocleſian, vvho vv 


Emperour, as is aboxrefaid, This Dzoclefian having 


(51) 
in Ambition to be Emperour, his Concubine told 
him he ſhould not be to till he had killed a Boar. 
& Þ He thinking of it uſed the exerciſe of Hunting Wild 
Boares 3 but ſeeing no ſuccefs, he uſed' this Proverb, 
Ego Apros occido, &c. IT kill the Boares, but 
wh Þ j. eat the fleſh. At length being nominated 
7-Þ Emperour, and ſeeing per vvho had flain Name- 
ere BY +5anus, ſaid ro, the Souldiers, that Aper had killed 
urs 8 him vvrongfully. And ſo ran upon Aper and killed 
pe- Þ him vvith his Svvord, fulfilling his Concubines Pro» 
md ph:cy, (for efper fignifies a Boar in Latine. } 
nd being eſtablithed in the Empire, ſeeing many Cont» 
ex Þ motions ariſe, and being not able to ſuftain the trou- 
01Þ ble himſelf, he choſe for his Collegue Maximra- 
iÞ 24s Surnamed  Herczlirs, Father of Maxentins ; 
by which tyvo Emperours , becauſe Wars aroſe in 
"11- Divers places and Provinces of the Empire, choſe 
no-E tyyo other noble men to them, viz, Galerins and 
po-B Conftantinus, vvuhom they called Ceſars, Of vvhom 
Xr-B Galeriis vvas ſent into Perſia in the Eaſt parts, and 
af Conſtantings vwvas ſent into Prittain to this our 
0k Country of England, to recover the Tribute, where 
em-B he took to Wife Helezia the Daughter of King Celins, 
ncnÞ vyhich vyas a Maid excelling in beauty and tamoully 
red | brought up in Learning , of vvhom vvas born Cox- 
y | Rtantine the Great, All this vyhile there vyas no 
Perſecution moved again(t the Chriſtians, but they 
| quictly and moderately Governed the Common. 
| vvealth, and fo long God proſpered their Armies 
ter-Þ every vyhere, both in e-Zoypt, Perſia, France, and 
2b 6 | Brittatn, But Deocleſian putt up in Pride, made a 
'| great Feaſt vvith Jfaximan, and 1n his Triumph 
gave commandment he ſhonld be Worthipped as a 
God, tiling Himſelf Brother to the Sun and Moon, 
E 2 __ 
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adorning his Shooes with Silver and Gold and Pre- 
;jous. Stones, commanding People. to kiſs his Feet, 
And then by the juſt Judgment of God, and through 
grievous fins committed, began the great and terri- 
ble: Perſecution. of the People of God by the rage 
and cruelty of Dzocleſian, about the nineteenth of his 
Raign, in the year of our Lord 308, who about 
the month of «March, when Eaſter was at hand, 
commanded all the Churches of the- Chriſtians to 
be ſpoiled, and burned the Scriptures ; giving forth 
his Edits for that purpoſe: As alſo diſplaced the 
Magiſtrates that were Chriitians, and Impriſoned 


the inferior ſort; the Governors and Biſhops of F 


the Church he tormented, ſcourged and put to the 


Rack ; and ſuch in:olerable tor ures were exerciſed, 
that ſome gave over their Profeſſion, others melt 
zealouſly ſuffered. .As a certain Noble-man of Ns. 
comedia, who when the Edicts and Proclamations 
came down againſt the Chriſtians, and were ſer up 
in the publick placcs , the ſaid Noble-man ran and 
took them down, and rent them in pieces, not 
fearing the tro Emperours which were then intheCity, 


. | 5 aw 
SC —— 


For which he was put to amolt bitter and cruel death, Þ 


which he indured with Faith and conftancy to the [alt 


#5 


gaſp, \\nd then did Perſecution ariſe,nor only in the civil 
State, but aiſo in the Camp 2mong the Soulgiers of 
the Army 1n the Ealt and Welt Parts ; many of the f 
Souldiers being put to their choice, either to da Sa- Þ 


criftice to thetr Gods, or to lay down their Armour: 
whict many of them did, ſaying, They woxld not lay 
aown Arms only, but life it ſelf, if they were forced 
zerennto, rather than they world obey the wicthed de- 
crees and commands of the Emperour, And ſo what 
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by Flattery and ſnabtle ways, by little and little theÞ 
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Perſecution \ncreaſed, and fo far brake forth, tha: 
many aþjured their ProfcNNion, Bur at laſt it was fo 
hor in all Cities and places, that blood was ſhed, 
and many cruel torments provided againſt the Chri- 
ſtians; as Euſebizs reports, lib. 8. (ap, 7. of many 
Martyrs in Paleſiina, which he knew himſelf, as aiſo 
in Tyre and Phenicia given to the Wild Beaſts, and 
yer were preſerved wit out hurt, the Beaſts having 
no mind to devour them, and were by the tormen- 
tors thrown. into the Sea and drowned. ' At that 
time vvas the Biſhop of S:don, as alſo Sy/vanus with 
nine and thirty more committed to the mettal Mines, 
and there periſhed, Pamphilius the Elder of Ceſarea 
and the Giory of that Congregation, dyed a 
':rryr, The Perſecution was mainly againſt the 

7 '{trates, and the Elders and Governours of the 

n. Many Martyrs ſuffered in (appadecin, He. 


ſo - "mia, Tarſms, and Pontrs, among them many 


wi. mere chief Officers and Princes of the Courr, 
wh. : re Emperour had uſed and made of them as 


| his +0 Children, Peter a moſt Valiant Martyr, 


who atter many Scourgings and beatings wich other 
torments, being naked, was lift up and beaten with 
whips ſo ſore, that you might ſee' his bare bones, 
and after was Salt and Vinegar mingled together , 
and poured on the moſt tender parts of his body, 


- andlaſtly roaſted at a ſoft fire, as 6ne would roaſt meat, 
..Þ and ſo asa Victorious Martyr ended his Life, Whoſe 
| conſtancy many behoſding, confeſſed they were Chri- 


" 
cad 


| ſtians, and ſuffered alſo ; as Dorotheres, and Gorgoni- 


be 
2, both of the Emperours Privy Chamber, were 


! ſtrangled by the Halter. Many great men in Nico- 


; 
meaia, and eAntioch, as Lucianus; for the Tyrant 


| thought, if the Great men were out of the Way, 
| = 2 3 he 
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he could do what he would with the reſt. Infomuch 


as Hermanys, that MonYer, cauſed Serena the Wife Þ 


of Dzocleſian to be Matryred for the Chriſtian Re: 
ligion. Yo that all natural affeRtion was laid aſide, 
The ſame Exſehins makes mention of many thou- 
ſands being put all in a Temple, which the cruel 
Perſecutors cauſed tobe ſet on tire over their heads, 
ſo that Man, Woman, and Child were all conſum- 
ed. In. Arabia cAMeleting were many put to death; 
As alſo in eZgypr ſuffered Ergenius, Anuxentins s In 
Alexandria, Petras tr eBiihop, Farfinus, Didins, Am- 


220nius and many others, As alſo in Thebes Biſhops Þ 
and Souldiers to the number of ſeventy nine, As Þ 
: alſo in France and Prettarn, 
ſundry ſorts of torments were invented for the Chrt. 
{tian Souldicrs who were put to death; andit sÞ 
reported by Manricius himſelt, who animating the Þ 
Souldiers to Faith and conſtancy , the Emperour Þ 
cauſed eyery tenth man to be put to death : But the Þ 
Souldiers Peritioning the Emperour, that they were Þ 


Qbedic:t as Souldiers to him, but to do any thing 
againſt the Chriſtians, to exerciſe cruelty on them 
they would nor, yet they were Tythed again, and 
put to death : Bur when the Emperour ſaw be could 
hot do any good of them, having wearied himſelt 

y tormenting, he brought his whole Hoſt on thoſe 
Souldiers that were Chriſtians, and overthrew and 
flew them all. And yet when all was done, the Chri- 
ſtians grew ſo falt, that he was tired with —_ 


At laſt the Emperours gave oyer their Empire, and 
led a ſolitary life after they had raigned two and Þ 
| Deocle-F 


rwenty years, ſome ſay three and twenty, 


At Sebaſtia in Spain Þ 


Re en ak ends —_ - 
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fan putting himſelf thus from the Empire, lived at f 


Jalona, and Maximian; at Hrdiolanum, in the ye 
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of our Lord 309. This ſtrange alteration gaye oc. 
cafion, and ſo it cameto paſs that there were many 


” Emperours in the Commoen-wealth at one time; ſo 


that Conſtantizris, Galerins, and Maximus divided the 
whole Monarchy of the Empire among them, two 
Governing the Eaſt parts, and Conſtants the Weſt ; 
who choſe to them other Ceſ/ars co Govern; Bur 
{onſtantius oniy contented himſelf with Spain, France, 
and Brettain, ang retuled Africk and Zraly, leaving 
them to Galerias and Maximus, who choſe Severns 
to them with his two Sons, and Conſtaniizs choſe 
(onſtantine his own Son, But vyhen Severus came 
to his Souldicrs in 4/jja, they that vvere the Ro- 
man Souldiers cryed out for their old Emperour, 
that had left his place, and hey ilevy Severns; and 
then vyas choien Licinins 11 his Room, vvho vvith 
Maximus yyere the Ceſars that after Dzocle/iarn Per 
ſecuted the Chriſtians, continuing the Perſecution 
nig2 ſeyen or eigh: years, unto the year of our Lord 
318. 

But "onff... ' »5 and his Son vvere no doers therein ; 
vvhicn Conſlantizs being Son of Extropirs a Noble. 
man of Romer, contented himſclt vvith the Govern- 
ment of France, Spain, and Brattain, and vyas a civil, 
mild Prince , meck and defirous to do good to all 
under him; by nature ſufficed vvith a little, faying, 
It was more Hononr for a Prince to have his Subjeits 
to have treaſure among themſelves, than to keep it in 
hi own Coffers. By vvhole vertuous Life the Chri- 
ſtians had much quiet and reſt; vvhen as in other 
Provinces there vvyas nothing but trouble and rumults 
beſides Perſecutions, they turning all the Chriſtian 
Officers out of their Courts ; by vvhich PraRice they 
yyere left deſtitiite of Servants and aſſiſtants to ſeek 
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and pray tor the proſperity of the Emperours and 
Empire. But Conſtantizs minding to try bis Family, 
feigning he would: turn all thoſe out of his Family 
that would not Sacrifice to the Devil or Heathen 
Gods, appointed a day for the ſame ; which when Þ 
1t came, ſome did Sacrifice , whom the Emperour Þ 
ſharply did rebuke and Banith, ſaying, 1f they world Þ 
be Traytors to God, they would not ſtick, to rebel a- Pan 
gainſs him that was their Prince; and thoſe that de- 7 
nied to ,Sacrifice he greatly commended , ſaying, EC} 
They were only fit to be about a Prince; and ſo he Þ | 
preferred them to chict place and Offices about bim Þ;q; 
to keep his Treaſure, and had them in eſtimation as his Þ'mc 
beſt Friends and Seryants, Eto 
But '« Maximum was 2 man of Tyrannical diſpoſi- Þn: 
tion, given to all exceſs and Ribauldry, Idolatry and F'pe 
Witchcrafts , uling Magical Arts and Enchantments, | 
greatly Perſecuting in the | aſt thoſe that were Chti- | 
ftians, Notwithſtanding he was revoked from it Fic; 
by the juſt hand of God upon bim ; for he was ſo} 
caken in the privy parts of his body with a Fiſtula |; 
conſuming his Entrails, and his other parts were fo {he 
utrified, that his Phyſicians could not endure the FIPe; 
ſtench, infomuch as he cauſed his Phyſicians to bem: 
ſlain, Ar laſt being ſwoln with Fat and Putrefa-| jor 
ion, bethinking himſelf of his wickedneſs, con-| of 
felled to God and thoſe that were about him his|plc 
crucky to the Chriſtians, and deſired them all to for-[ifo, 
bear the Perſecution, and that they would pray forſ a 
his health; and fo the Perſecution was ſomething Fw 
{tayed , and in all places and Cities Proclamations 
and Edidqs were ſet out for the ſame purpoſe; whichM 
{ome of tie inferior Officers were not well pleaſed|þ n 
ith, byr continued tne Perſecution, but yet it wasfbai 


leſſened 
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$ 
| Fiefſened by the Emperours Edits, they thinking it 

not ſafe ro repugn Authoricy that had given order 
' Þ:o ſtay the Perſecution. And Sabinus, who had 
| Þ the chief Office and Dignity, wrote to the Officers 
1 Þand Subſtitutes under him to ſtay the Perſecution , 
t Ffgnifying the Emperours pleaſure, as Exſebius re- 
A ports (5þ. 9. Cap. 1. Sothatin many Places, Synods, 
- Fand Councils were called, Priſoners ſer at liberty, the 
- Every Heathens themſclyes extolling the God of the 
» ÞChriſtians, Only one T heorechnus an Enchanter and 
e Fa wicked perſon, made an Image of Jzpiter, com- 
n Emanding it co be Worſhipped, and by his Enchant- 
1s E'ments made it ſpeak, The: Emperour commands it 
to be Worthipped , and to Baniſh all the Chriſti. 
Cans out © -*- City: and this being publiſhed, the 
1d FPerſecut: -£gan again afreſh, And then the Hea. 
S, F'then did -:' and Jay flanders upon the Chriſtians, 
le F that they on Sundays met to deviſe Devilith and ma» 
it Flicious things, beſides the abuſe of Women; and 
ſo Ftheſe ſlanders were publiſhed as if they had been 
la [ rue, ſo that the Emperour ſet up his Edics againſt 
{o the Chriſtians in every City in Braſs, whereby the 
he FPerſecution was renewed in the ſeveral places above 
be mentioned. Neither could the Chriſtians live ſafely 
fa- For quietly in any place. But mark the juſt hand 
N-Fof God; Whereas the Tyrant did boaſt of what 
bis [plenty and proſperity would enſue it, all proved falle, 
or-FFor ſuddenly fell ſuch Peſtilence and Famine by un- 
forfiſeaſonable Weather, beſides Wars in the Provinces 
ngtwhere the Perſecution was, that one meaſure of 
NS EWheat was at two thouſand five hundred pieces of 
ich}Money of Athens Coyn; by reaſon whereof many 
ſedſÞin Cities and Villages died, as alſo ſo many Hus- 
waSband-men and Country-men, that few were left to 
ned CO Wes be Till 
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till the ground , and divers rich men brought ouſſfh,, 
their treaſures and paye it for ſuſtenance, others ex; 
ing herbs and graſs, ſuch as did poyſon their bodies; D 
by "reaſon whereof in every City, the Streets, Lane «ll 
and Alleys were full of dead bodies pitiful tro beholdje 
As likewiſe among the Perſecutors themſelves , th bſu 
Preſidents and Officers of Cities and Provinces receiÞ Iog 
ved the infection, and turned up their Heels ; othenſ 
brake up houſe and were conſumed with Famine : wth, 
that out of every houſe two or three dead bodies wet: Liſt 
carried out to one Funeral, and the Chriſtians were ng 
fain to bury them that were dead, and to relieve chenfne; 
that were living. And fo the wiſdom of God, turn Weſ 
the wiſdom and rage of man into folly; for the courlFi h 
they took ro deſtroy the Chriſtians, by it they wergſtc: 
deftroy ed themſelves, and nothing could prevail againiRer: 
the Goſpel. And the ſaid CAaximns lecing his en Sn 
terpriſes all to fail him, went into France. under cofqan 
Jour to ſee his Son, but it was indeed to kill Conftarfhy; 
r171e, as was deteRed by Faufta his Wife; and the fail Fou 
Conſtantine was preſerved, and e AMaximns retirinfÞer 
back to Rome by the way was apprehended and put tf. 
death, and fothere was an end of Maximus and hifl 
Perſecution, , w 
Now to return to Maxentizs, who all this whilt it 
oOvern:din Rome with tyranny and wickedneſs 1 infprix 
intolerable, like another Pharaoh or Nero;for he put tic 
death moſt of the Noble men in Rome, defloureBmi( 
Maids, inflamed ſo with luſt that he was an Enemy t{lthe, 
all womanly Chaſtity, committing filthinels "= cor 
mens Wives, »bitaining from no adulterous aft, anwa, 
in houſes killed the Husband and would commit 21h to 1 
neſs with the Wife. Among the reſt one Chr:f:n4ftim 
whom when he had mygdered her Husband, he my the 
a 
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oufave raviſhed, but ſhe craving leave firſt to retire hep 
exelf into her Chamber to pray, and ſhutting the door 

ies pon her ſelf, to prevent the Tyrants luſt, ew her 

nerelf; the Servants wondring ſhe mas ſo long, brake 
olifthe door, and found her dead, This Tyrant was 
thefſually addicted to Charms, invocating Devils, pry- 
celine into the ſecrets of Nature, would rip up Women 
henffto ſre where the Infants lay, and yerin the mean time 

: hew'd no open Perſecution of the Chriſtians ; till at 
ver.ſt raging againſt them, the Senators and Citizens ſee- 
ere ng bis filthineſs,and vexed with him, fenttheir Letters 
1efnto France to Conſtantine coraplaining of his cruelty, 
rn defiring bim to eaſe the City and Country of him ; 
urls ho hearing of jr ſent his Letters firſt to him to res 
erfEicain his rag* and itlthy doings : But when no Let- 
IniReers weoul-i terve, b: gathered his Army together both 
ell : n France and Brittarn, to repreſs the rage of the Ty- 
colant, So being ſ-fficiently Armed withthe power of 
"Man,and above all wi:h the power of God,entredon his 
ſat ſourney and came into tal, abou: the laſt year of the 
inf®erfention, 218, Maxenins underitanding of his 
ttfoming, and truſting to his Enchanters and Magick 
biljArts more than the good will of his Subjects, which 

Fe li tle deſerved, curſt not ſhew himſelf out of the 

Wl ity nor encounter. with him in the open Fields, but 
wprivily in cercain Straits laid wait for him where he 

tMhould paſs, with whom (onſftantine had givers Skir- 

Filhes, and by the power of God did ever vanquiſh 

(Mhcm, and put chem to flight ; yet was he 1n no great 

comfort, but in ſome fear of Aaxentius by reaſon he 

was informed of his Enchanters : but draning nigh 
to the City, he caſt his Eyes up to Heaven many 

Ftimes, at length he ſaw a marvellous brightneſs in 
Wine South part, about the going down of the Sun,: ap- 
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pearing in the ſimilitude of a Croſs with certain Staff, 
of equal bigneſs, giving this Inſcription like Lain; 
Letters, IN "Hoc Vince, 1 this overcome; Which 
Viſion Emuſebins, I icephorus, Sozomen, and other 
witneſs to be true; and for the more credit, ſome off 
them heard Conſtantine himſelf fay and ſwear the truth, 
of it, and reported it to others, and that he was aſto.Þ 
nied at it what it hould mean, And further he re 
ported, that the ſame night Chriſt appeared co hinſ 
in his ilecp with the ſame Sign he bad ſeen before Þ 
and bid him make the ſame figuration and carry it abouſſy; 
him in' bis Wars, and he ſhould have the Victory 
Yet though this Sign was given him by God, and th 
Letters, In Hoc Vince, they were not given toſh 
induce any ſuperſticious worſhip of the Sign "of thc: 
Crofs, as though by the very Letters or Sign he ſhouliÞ%,, 
have Victory, (as ſome thiok.: ) But it was an admof Ko! 
nition to belieye in him, and to ſeek by knowledſ, 
and faith that Chriſt that was crucified on the Croif he 
for the ſalvation of mankind, and fo ſer forth the gloÞan 
£4 of his name. o 

Batthe next day Conſtantine cauſed the Figure of th, 
Croſs to be maſe ia Gold and Silver with preciouſcy; 
Stones, and as his Banner to be carried before him Þ of 
with hope and confidence in Victory, coming neat Fel 
the City, armed by God from Heaven, AAfaxentimif, « 
perceiving it,could not chooſe but iflue out of the City| þ (Ci 
and ſendeth all his power to joyn Battel with him Bj, 
the Field beyond 7yber ; and craftily breaking thc, 
Bridg called Pons Adhluias. he cauſed another bridgh in 
to be made ſlightly of Turff and Earth, covered witif 
planks and boards, to intrap Conſtantine if he (h ould 
come to the City : But as the Pſalmiſt faith ,, The Pit 


be *ggea for anotner, he fell anto ut himſelf ; for after i 
| came 
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L-1me to paſs when the Armies joyned Battel,  AMaxen. 
tas; was overcome and put to ſuch a ſtrait that he and 
ah; Army were forced to retire back to the City, and 
hich go oyer the ſame Bridg to getto the City, and the 
er Bridg breaking, he himſelf being overweighed with 
> 0Barmor and overborn by his Horſe fell into the River, 
rut2nd was carried violently down the Flood, and moſt 
ſtoBpart of his Army with himſelf drowned; repreſenting 

Bnother Pharaoh who was drowned before the If- 
nf aelites : And much like did Conſtantine vanquiſh 
reBlaxentins and delivered the Chriſtians, as the I{r ae- 
oui;ces were delivered from Pharaoh, who likewiſe were 
yBPerſecuted three hundred years as hath been declared. 
tea nd as they and «Moſes lang praiſes to the Lord for 
1 tBitheir deliverance at the Red Sea, ſo no doubt but the 
BChriſtians did rejoyce and {ing gloriouſly ro the Lord 
ulifor ſo great deliverance, Never any Victory was fo 
nfcommodious to mankind, whereby liberty was pro- 
eWRcured to the Chriſtians for many generations, For al- 
rolBheir ſome Perſecution was in the Eaſt, yet in the Weſt 
lofand at Rowe there is not mention made of any Perſecu- 

Non moyed, or Martyr dicd after this heavenly Victo- 
the ly unto tlie time of obr #ickliffe and John Huſſe 2 
oUBcompleating the thouſand years for the binding up 
m Bof Satban, which the Scripture declares in the Re- 
cavelations. | | | 
mt So happy and glorious was the Victory, that the 
IYBCitizens ſent for him into the City, and encertained 
Ekim with much joy and gladnels , Surnaming him 
uMConftantine the Great, and ſet up, his Image in Brals, 
doin the Market place with the Sign of the Croſs, with . 
i\Mthis Incription in Latin, Hoo SaLnTart, &c 
uld With this wholeſome Sign the true token of Fortt- 
F:Rtude, I haye delivered our City from the Yoke of 
ri nn,” ” the 
me | 
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the Tyrant, Upon this, great reſt and tranquil 
did enſue to the Chriſtians, though in the Eaſt th 
tail of the Perſecution was not ſtopt for two « 
three years after; but yet no open Perſecution « 
Naughter of the Chriſtians, was to the time afot; 
ſaid. | | 
Then did Conſtantine ſet forth his publick Edidſþn 
and Proclamations in all parts for the Chriſtians | 
| berty, and thatnone ſhould be forbidden to joyn wit 
them if they would; as you may fee in the Ads ai 
Hon, pag. 77: 
Dezoclefran being at Salona, and hearing what Conf 
flantine nad done, was much caſt down; and for for 
row died, or Poyloned himſelf, as fome think. An 
though e Maxim in the Eaſt received the EdidÞ 
of the Emperour, and L:icinizz under pretence obeys 
and pretended the quier of the Chriſtians, yet bÞ 
fought with Licenins, and in the Battel was overſſon 
come, and came home and took ſuch diſpleaſure: 
his Enchanter> and Sorcerers, being deceived by the 
that he commanded thera to be killed and put t 
death, and ſhortly after glorified the God of th 
Chriſtians, and gave them perfect liberty, and 
while after by the vehemency of this diſcaſe diet 
and fo in appearance there was no more Tyrants [ct 
altve. | 
But Lrcinins beings a Dane born, and made (eſp 
by Galerins,and joynd with Conſtantine as is beforeſaidf 
did all with adifftembling mind : For Stories repor 
bim to be a man given to Lechery, p-fling | 
* riches, and a great hater of [earning, wh ch he te. 
ed a Poyſon or Peſtilence, and thought no Vice befſ. 
came a man worſe than learning Laws. After mucl 
diſembling wkh Conſtantine, he proved an - po 
atc 
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ate, arid went about to conſpite the death of (o1- 
antine, who had loaden him with fo many benefits. 
31: when he could not prevail, he deadly hated him, 
nd reje&ed the Chriſtian Religion, inſomuch that 
e caſt off all his Servants that were Chriſtians , 
64 by little and little Baniſhed them the Court, 
nd ſecretly perſecuted them : though he darſt not 

Mo much, yet he pur ſeveral to death; inſomuch that 
any Chriſtians fled into the Wilderneſs, and 
anfnzny Villanies he committed and would have o- 
yer-run the Chriftians, had nat the hand of the 
Bord cut him off, being ſtain by Conflantine in 
Pattel, | 
Divers Battels were fought by Lricintws before he 
ras {lain; as firſt in Hengaria, then he fled into 
Macedonia and 7 icomedia ; but at laſt being yan- 
Etuiſhed by Sea and Land, he yicided himſelf unto 
ſonftantine, and by him was commanded to live a pri- 
ate life in Thefſalia, where at lengch he was ſlain 
y the Souldiers, and fo thete was an end of all the. 
Fyrants in this Perſecution, 

It remains now to ſhew and ſet down ſome partt- 
ular Martyrs not named, which were of note for 
heir carriage and boldneſs in their ſufferings. The 

Wirſt we begin with was Albans, a Martyr of Eng- 
land, who having lodged a Clerk that fled by reaſon 

/qpbf the Perſecution , percetving as he lodged in the 
Houſe, his continual watching andpraying with falt- 
porting, began himſelf to do the like, till at laſt he be- 
7 ame a perfect Chriſtian: and being inſtrufed by 
nihim and his wholeſome cxhortations, lett the blind- 
jeſs of his Idolatry, and was Converted. Which 
Whe Emperour bearing of , fene Souldiers to bring 
poſtie Clerk : Bur «Nan changing Appare! with - 
C ter 5 
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Clerk, and putting on. his, he went, to the Judge 
where they were Sacrificing to the Idols at the Al. 
tar. Bu: the Judge knowing it was A/bar, rebuke 
him ſharply, that he would give himſelf to, the Soul. 
dters to fave him whom he harbored, But «eMlba 
baldly anſwered, he was. a Chriſtian, The Judg 
asked of what ſtock? No matter for that , ſai 
eAlban, I am a ( hriſtian 5 and well not Sacrifice vl * 
Devils but ro God, who made Heaven and Ear 
and all the world, Art which words the Judge wi 
ſo enraged, that he commanded the Executioner 
to ſcourge him, . endeayouring to overcome. him 
ſtripes, who ſuft.red joyfully and patiently, By 
when they had uſed all the torments they coul; 
and could not overcome him, he commanded him ti 
be Beheaded. Bn | 

Many Miracles and Fables are reported of hi ÞW 
but we leave them to the Legends, And it weret I 
be wiſhed, the ſtories of other Saints and Martyr 4 
were not ſo corrupted with fables and Iyes. HK 
that was harboured, is thought to be Amphibaly: 
who fled into ales, and vvas brought back againt 
the ſame place and put to a crue! death, being tied t 
a ſtake and made to run about it, haying his Bowel 
drawn out, oeing thruſt at with Swords and Daggen 
to cauſe him to go about, and after all was ſtoned t: 1g 
death, With e-/ban ſuffered two Citizcns Aro 


tions, None were martyred in Englard, But befor 
Conſtantine, Chriſtianity was deftre; 2d , Church 
deſtroyed, Scriptures burnt, many Men and Wome! 
Martyred ; but the firſt and chief ringleader was thi 
Albanus, From whence we ſhall return to oth 
Countries Aſclepiades invaded Antioch intending 
1088- 
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to deſtroy all the Chriſtians; which Romany per-- 
ceiving, told the Chriſtians that the Wolves were 
come, and exhorted the people of God not to fear 
them. But Romanus was led out, and cruelly with 
Whips and torments handled ; yet did he Preach 
the living God, and told them he was ſorry to ſee 
them ſo corrupted to ſerve dumb [dols. 

And before the Judges 'made a vehement exhor- 
tation, expreſſing the abomination of Idolatry, and 
exhorted them to ſerve the living God, At which 
words eAſclepiades commanded the Executioners to 
ſrike bim on the mouth, that ſo ſtriking his teeth 
out he could not pronounce: then was he buffered 
on the face, his eye-lids torn, his beard pluckt off 
| by little and little from the fleſh : Finally his ſeem- 

ly Face ſo defaced, that it could not be known ; 
E Tae meek Martyr ſaying only, 7 thank thee, O 

E [aptain, that thou haſt opened me many months , 
that 1 may Preach my Lord and Saviour Chriſt. 
The Captain atoniſhed at lim, commanded the 

E Executionets to leave off the torments, and threat« 

1 {ned cruel fire to him, reviling the Noble Martyr, 
«2nd Blaſpheming God, ſaying, Thy Crucified God 
E was but of yeſterday, our Gods are of more An- 
tiquity. However Romanus would not give over 
Preaching of Chriſt; And deſired the Captain to 
bring rim a Child of ſeven years old, and the Ca- 
Eptain ſhould hear what it would fay. At length 
Wibey brought him a pretty Boy; which done, Tell 
We, quorh the Martyr ro the Child, whether us it 
Wore. reaſon we ſhonld rorſhip one God un (hriſt, or 
Welſe many Gods? To which the Babe anſwered, 

. oſt reaſon we ſhould Worſhip the true God which 
4 but one- and the ſame, and that there are many 

| RE, 
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Gods, we Children cannot believe, Thou Traytor, 
quoth the Tyrant to the Child, who taught thee? 
No matter, faid the Child, with Wolves Milk [ 
ſucked in this leſſon. But the Mother being called, 
ſhe gladly approved of what the Child ſaid. Bur the 
Child was drawn up and whipped, which drew ms 
n; rears from the eyes of the SpeQators, to ſee the 
mercileſs a&t of the Tyrants: But the Mother rejoyc- 
ed, willing the Child to remember 1ſaack. And 
though they pulled oft the Childs Hair and s$kin, yet 
the Mother encouraged the Babe. At laſt the Child 
and Romanus were led to the place of Execution,the 
Mother only kiſſing the Child. And as the Hang-manB 
was about to apply his Sword to the Childs neck ,Þy 
ſhe ſang after this manner: el! lard and praiſe u,, 
thee O Lord, &c. Then was a mighty fire preparedÞ,, 
for Romanns, which was quenched by reaſon of a greaſy 
rain that fell, And firſt they pluckt out his Tongue ſſp, 
and yet he ſpake, and notwithſtanding many torment, 
uſed to him, they were forced to bring him to Prifhy, 
ſon again, and there ſtrangled him, and ſo ended bif., 
life and pain together, Beſide this Roman, therifh,, 
Was one Gordems a Centurion went and uttered him-ig;. 
ielf to be a Chriſtian, and endured many torments bjlſſ, 
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 Scourging, Gibbets, and other ways; yet remainedſp ; 


ke bold and conſtant in all: at laſt they inticed hinþ,, 


with words, But when they ſaw all would not doſþ| 
they condemned him to the fire, many kiſſing hinſ;, 
that were of his Friends, and deſired him to take a bet-(,, 
ter way, But, faith he, 7 am ready to dje a thor 
e\ 
led to Execution, and never changing his countenancihz; 
or colour, willingly gave himſel: ro the fireand died. 
Much like this of Gord/#s, is the ſtory of Twenas uy; 

| e/Eoyprodn 
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| gyptian, who being a Souldier by Profeſſion, for- 
EE ſook all, going into the Wilderneſs, and gave him- 
K IN {z1f to Faſting, Watching, and Prayer, and Medita- 
led, ting onthe Scriptures; and returning into the City, 
the here there were paſtimes, and ſports, anda great 
MF multitude, be with aloud voice Proclaimed himſelf a 
the (Chriſtian, and upon the ſame was brought to the Pre- 
"JF fident, and being queſtioned, he owned God that 
And madethe World, in whom was light and no darkneſs. 
ye And then was he tormented ſeveral Ways, and at laſt 
= Beheaded ; and ſo he loſt his Head, but won his own 
»'MB Soul. 

mat Baſilins, in his Book of the Forty aryrs, reports, 
cx that the Marſhal coming with the Emperours EdiQ, 
& VEthat whoever confeſſed Chriſt, ſhould ſuffer torments 
aredÞ.nd death, brought fourth theGibbers, Racks,therewere 
eB Wheeles ro tetrifie people; at ſight of which many 
BU"Bbegan to ſhrink away from cheir Profeſſion. But forty 
enBthere were that were young Gentlemen and Souldiers 
PI-Bthat did abide the conflict of Martyrdom, and neither 
I DBeared Rack or Gibbet, or other torment; and being 
ere brought forth, they did freely confeſs rhey were'Chri- 
Wn'Btians: inſomuch that the Marſhal went about to per= 
S d\EBſyade them by fair means to ſave themſelves, and their 
ined Riches and Honour; Burt they ſaid, they would not 
binſ bange their Profeſſion for all the Riches and Honout 
 doÞpr the Emperours Coart ; and brake forth in an Ora- 
hinfion, char they regarded not Honour or wealth, and 
beter Chriſt were ready for Gibver, Rack, or any torment. 
vorfVhereat the rude Marſhal ſorcly offended, deviſed a 
Wilhew way and kind of Puniſhment ; and ſeeing a Pond 
cd by, that lay upon the North Wind, he cauſed 
iedBtem to be brought to the Pond, and all a whole 
 UEinter night to be laid naked therein. Wheteat the 
4h F 2 Geatle- 
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Centlemen putting off their Cloaths, ſaid, zhey were 
putting off the Old man. Put as ſoon as it was day, 
they were brought forth of the Pond, all the parts of 
their bodies being ſtark and ſtiff, yer having '>reath, 
they were then caſt into a molt vehement f1:e,and burnt 
to aſhes. But by chance one of them being more 
lively than the reit, the Executioners ſaid ro his Mo. 
ther, that they would ſave his Life : Bur the Mother 
taking him by the hand and admoniſhing him. brought 
him to the pile of Wood, and defired him to take 
the Martyrdom upon kim with the reſt of his Comps 
nions; which accordingly he did, as 15 Hiſtoricd in 
Sozomen bib. 9. Cap. 2. In the like ſort (ru 3 
Phyſician, born in Alexanaria, ſpoken of for his 
Learning, as alſo Athanaſia with ber three Daughters, 
by the Sword were put to death, Sebaſtiar; a Lieu- 
tenant and a French man, one of the Yenerals of Di-| 
eclefan's Army, having encouraged his Sculdiers and 
oven the Martyrs ecxhortations to continue in their 
Profeſſion of Chriſt, was brought to the Field and 
had many ſharp Arrows thruſt through his body by, 
his own $ -uldiers and dicd. And theſe alſo were} (; 
numbred with him, Tranquilizs , © laudins, (after 1 
Aarcit, and many others, eAfpricela and Yualu 
ere Martyred in this Terſecution, and HonourablyÞ. 
Euried « eFeresallo tor ber unſpoited Virginity and x 
Craſtity, deicrves no leis praiſe than for her Martyr-B,j 
doim,and did boldly rcfift the EmperoursEdi&s,and waſh, 
not turned aſide for the cruel torments which ſhe ſul-N. 
tered; but at laſt after her Prayer made to God, was 
by the Exccuitoners hand put to death, having by one 
blow her head cut off, and ſo by ſuch ſhort pain was 
brought to her death. Many Miracles are reported ol 
ker, but Ict them paſs, But though in ſuch things 
many 
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(69) 
many ſtories are corrupted with falſe miracles, if they 
weretruly tryed, this 1 ſhall write of good Katherine, 
who I doubt not was a Woman of preat knowledg. 
and her life full of holineſs, and at her death was full 
of excellency and conſtancy, (yet all things ſtoried of 
ber 1 ſcarce believe : ) She openly rcfifted the Empe- 
ror and withſtood him to his Face for his cruelty. At 
length (he was put to the Rack, and the four ſharp cut- 
ting Wheeles, -aving after all her head cut off by the 
Sword about the ycar of our Lord 310, Of whom 
Simon Metaphraſins dilcuſleth largely, And Baſil 
makes mention of one Jzlitta being ſpoiled of her 
ooods, who did once abjure, yet after ſtanding to her 
profeſſion, was brough: to the Altar, and Incenſe be- 
ing prepared for herto offer and do ſacrifice, the refu- 


£u- | ſed, crying out, Farezel Riches, welcome Poverty , 
| farewel Life, welcome Death ; at lait was commanded 
| to the Fire ; and there making many godly exhorta- 


heir tions to the people, eſpecally to the feminine Sex that 


an 


they ſhould not fear but labour and trayel in the way 


of godlineſs, in the end imbraced the Fire, and flept 
ſweetly in the Lord, Divers other Women there 


| were, as Barbara a noble Woman of Thruſcia, who 
after impriſonment and cords, as allo hot burning 


coles put to her ſides, was at laſt beheaded. As allo 


Fanſta a Virgin, Enalaſia, Amiſia, Lucia, Agatha, 
"Fall holy Maids and Virgins ſuffer'd, and glorified God 
by their conſtant Martyrdom in this laſt and tenth Per- 
"Fccution; as alſo Cairns, Enſebins,  Miltiades, all Bi- 


ſhops of  Kome, were Martyred. Beſides the cruel 
Perſecution in Perſia by Sapores the King in the year 
128, Stories mention one Seleucia with the Biſhop 
called S7e0n, with other matters too large to relate. 


lnſomuch that the miſerable eſtate of the Chriſtians 19 
= F. 3 Perſia 


(70) 
Perſia came to the ears of Conſtantine, and revolving 
in bis mind what to do, and having ſome Embiſſadors 
from Perſia that came to him with ſome requeſts to be 
oranted, Conſtantine ſhewed them the more favour, 
and granted their requeſt, becauſe they ſhould ſhew 
the more favour to the Chriſtians : As alſo writ his 
Letters to the King of Perſia in their behalt. 

It may be peradventure wondr:d at why God 
ſhould ſuffer bis People and faithful Servants to be ſo 
terribly handled and vexed wrongfully, as who reads 
theſe Stories may ſee ; being fo cruelly Perfecuted to 
death the ſpace of ſo many years, To which 1 have 
little to ſay, only in the words of St. Zerome, Non ae- 
bemus, &c. Weare not to be troubled at the iniquity 
of theſe things, ſeeing it was ſo from the beginning, We 
ice in Cain and 4be!, Jacob and Eſay, alſo the Chil. 
dren of 1/-ae! under Pharaob; the Lord himſelf cruci- 
fied by the Jews, and a Thief preferred before him: 
all which may be ſufficieot for us to know , that 
theſe troubles and perſecutions come not by chance or 
fortune, but by the provident appointment, and forewat- 
ning of God:yea Chriſt himſelf foretold of theſe ſuffer- 
ings in the Goſpel:Neither did God ſend theſe Perſecu tf 
tions, but he premoniſhed them of them by ſpecial Re-fþ & 
vclation to his Servant oh in the Revelation, wherein 
was forctold themanner of the troubles,by whom, and} ©! 


howlong they ſhould laſt;the very time and number offf ® 


years alto when they ſhould havean end,if the Apoca\phij *© 
be well underſtood. For as there is no doubt butbyſj P? 
the Beaſt with ſiven Heads being the Whore of Babylon V 
drunk with the blood of the Saints, is ſignified thej "e 
City of Rome ; ſo in my judgment the making Wat of 
forty two months in the X{II Zevel, is to be expounyſ f* 
ded, by cakivg eyery month for a Sabbath of " on 

that 


(71) 
that is, reckoning for ſeven years a month, Tr is true, 
that forty two ſuch Sabbaths of years being gathered 
together, makeup juſt the years betwixt Chriſts death 
and the laſt year of the Perſecution by Jdaxentias, 
when Conſtantine fighting under the banner of Chriſt 
overcame him, and made an end of the Perſecution in 
the Monarchy of *ome: The number of which years by 
lain computation come to two hundred ninety four; 
to the which add the other fix years under the Perſe- 
cution by Licenimes in Afra, and it filleth up full three 
hundred yeas; and ſo long continued the Perſecution 
of Chriſts People under the Heathen Tyrants and Em- 
perours of the Reman Monarchy, according to the 
number of the forty two months, wherein the Beaſt 


inthe thirteenth of the Apocal:pſe had power to make 


| War, 


For the better explication whereof, becauſe the 
matter 1s of no ſmall importance and utility to the 
Church, and leſt any ſhouid think or doub: me ro 
follow any private interpreration of my own , [ 
thought good to communicate to the 'Reader thar 
which hath been imparted to me in the opening of 
theſe myſtical numbers in the aforeſaid Book of the 
Revelation, 

As I was in hand with theſe Hiitories, conſidering 
the rage of theſe Perſecutions, the intolerable tor- 
ments of theſe bleſſed Saints, fo cruelly rackt, rent, 
torn, and pluckr in pieces with all kind of tortures, 
pains and puniſhments could be deviſed ; I could not 
without ſorrow behold theſe bloody paſſions: & it hap- 
ned to me as to Trtzs Living, who writing of the Wars 
of Carthage, was ſo movedin writing thereof, Ac fien 
parte aliqna labors ac periculs ipſe pariter fuiſſet : 1 went 
on, and the hotter the Perſecution grew, the more 


F 4 grick 
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erict for them increaled ; not only pittying their caſe, 
but ( like a foul ) reaſoning with God why be ſhould 
ſuffer his Servantsto be ſo handled, as if mortal things 
were not governed by heavenly providence , which 
muſt needs be confeſt they are, Bur I went on and 
{till muting, knowing by Scripture that the 1/raclite 
in their Captivity had ſeventy years limi:gd, and then 
were promiſed deliverance. As alſo under the ſj. 
rian Tyrant, ſixty two weeks were appointed and then 
deliverance : But inthis cruel Perſecution I could find 
no determinate time or end ſet for deliverance. Where- 
upon much marvelling wich my ſelt , I ſearched the 
Book ofthe Revelation, to ſec if any thing there might 
be found; where I well perceived the Beaſt there de- 
ſcribed that made War with the $Saints, to be the Em- 
pire of Roxze, yetasto the time of theſe Perſecu:tons 
under the Beaſt I found nothing co fatisfie my doabt; 
for albeit I tound there forty two mnths,of a time,times 
and half a time, .of one thouſand two hundred and (tx. 
ty days, yet all theſe by computation came to nothing 
but three years and a half, nothing near the time of 
theſe Perſccutions, which laſted the ſpace of three 
hundred years. _ 

Thus being vexed and turmoiled in Spirit about the 


numbers and years, reckoning of them; fo it hapned 


ona Sunday morning lying in my Bedand mutfing about 
theſe matters, . ſuddainly it was anſwered to my mind 
as with a Majeſty, thus inwardly ſaying tome, Thou 
Fol count theſe months by Sabbaths, as the weeks of Da- 
niel are counted by Sabbaths, ( The Lordl1 rake to wit- 
neſs this is true.) Whereupon I being thus admo- 
niſhed, began to reckon the forty two months by 
Sabbaths : Fitſt of months, that would notdo; cien 
by Sabbaths of years, wherein I began to. feel ſome 
| probable 


(73) 
probable underſtanding; yer not ſatisfied therewith, 
to have the matter ſure [ eftſoon went to a Friend be- 
ing a Merchant of my acquaintance and witneſs hereof; 
to whom the number of theſe forty two months be- 
iog propounded and examined by Sabbaths of years, the 
whole ſum was found to ſurmount to two hundred nine- 
ty four years, which contained the full and juſt ſum ofthe 
aforeſaid Perſecutions, neither more norle(s. Now this 
Claſp being opened,the other numbersare plain chat fol- 
low, and may be manifeſt to the intelligible Reazer to 
be underſtood ; For where mention 1s made of three 


years and a half,of a time, times and half at time, allo of 
one thouſand two hundred and ſixty days all theſe come 
- to one reckoning and ſignifie forty rwo months; by 
- E »bich months as is ſaid 1s ſignified the whole time of 
theſe Perſecuttons, as here in order may appear. 


The « Myſtical! Numbers in the Revelations Opened. 


Firſt, Where mention is made, Revelat. Chap. 17, 


that the two Prophets ſhould Propheſie one thouſand 
[two hundred fixcy days, and that the Woman flying 


into the Wilderneſs ſhould be fed there one thouſand 


two hundred fixty days, who knoweth not that one 
thouſand two hundred ſixty days make three years and 
a half, that is, forty two months ? 


Secondly, Where we read Chap, 11. the bodies of 


the two aforeſaid Prophets ſhall lie unburied in the 


Street of the great City the ſpace of three days and a 


| half, and after the ſpace of three days and a half they 


ſhall revive again ; let the hours of theſe three days 
and a half which be forty two, be reckoned for a 
Sabbath of years, or elſe every day for a month, and 
they come to forty two months. 2 


(74) 
Thirdly, Whereas in the ſame Book Chap. 12. iff 
expreſſed, that the Woman had two Wings given he! 
to flie into the Wilderneſs for a time, times and half ; 
time ; gtve for one time one year or one day, for 
two times two years or two days, for half 
time half a day or year; and ſo it is manifeſt, thi; 
theſe three years and a half amount to forty twoſ 
months. 
Fourthly, Account theſe forty two months afnre. ſh 
ſaid in which the Beaſt had power to make War, Rev. 
by Sabbaths of years, that is ſeven years for a month 
or every month for ſeven years,andit amounteth to the 
ſum of two hundred ninety four years. 
And fo you have the juſt years, days, times and 
months of theſe aforeſaid Perſecutions under the Beaſt iÞ ;; 
neither ſhorter or longer, reckoning from the deathſ 
of John Baptift under Herod the Roman King to the 
end of e Maxentius and Licinius the two laſt greaf 
Perſecutors, the one in the Weſt the other inthe Eaſt, 
who were both vanquiſhed by this godly Conſtantin, þ 


and fo peace was given to the Church : Albeit not in off þ; 


ample wiſe, but that divers troubles and tumules after 
enſued, bur they laſted not long, and the chief brunt 
of theſe Foman Perſecutions which the Holy Ghoſt 


cbicfly conſidered above all other in this bis Revela-ſſ th 


tons, thus ended inthe time of this Conſtantize, 
Then was the great Dragon, to wit the Devil | 


this fierce raging Perſecution of his, ried up for a thou t 


fand years after, ſo that he could not prevail in avyſ 
ach ſort, but that the power and glory of the Goſpelſ 
by little and little increaſing and ſpreading with greatY 6 
Joy and liberty ſo prevailed, that at length it got the} 
upper hand and repleniſhed the whole earth, right 
yerifying therein the water of Ezekzel which iſſuing 
Qut 


| (75) 
out of the right fide of the Altar, the farther it ran, 
the deeper it grew, till it laſtly repleniſhed the whole 
Ocean Sea, and healed all the Fithes therein, And fo 
the Goſpel in the courſe thereof, proceeding of ſmall 
and hard beginnings, kept ſtill his ſtream; the more 
it was ſtopr, the faſter it ran ; By blood it ſeeded, by 
death it quickened, by cutting ir multiplied, and 
through violence it ſprang, tillat laſt through violence 


and oppreſſion it burſt forth into perfe& liberty and 


flouriſhed in all proſperity. And had it been that the 
Chriſtians had wiſely and moderately uſed their liber- 


ty, it had ſo continued: But abuſing it in pomp 
and pride, living in Worldly eaſe, they forgot their 
former eſtate, as it came after to paſs; which in 
$ time and place convenient you ſhall hear (the Lord 


E willing. ) 


And thus much for the Prophetical numbers ſpoken 


| of in the Revelation, wherein is to be noted the Erter- 


nal Wiſdom and providence of God, ſo diſpoſing and 


Governing his Church, that no trouble and adverſity 
happeneth co it, which his provident Wiſdom doth 


not foreſee and ordain ; neither doth he preordain any 


| thing which he doth not perform, foreſeeing the be- 
ginning of ſuch Perſecutions, and limiting the end of 
| them, how long they ſhall continue, and when they 


{hall have an end, 
in much like ſort we read that the ſtoek of 1/rae!(in 


'þ the Book of Geneſis) was four hundred years 1n the Land 


of egypt, during the ſpace of which four hundred 


| years after the death of Foſeph, ( which beareth a plain 


figure of Chriſt ) they were hardly entreated, and 


| cruelly aMiRed in the Land of egypt, by the e£gy- 


ptians for the ſpace of three hundred years, reckoning 
fromthe death of Foſeph, to the deliverance out of 
&Zg)Pte 


” (76) 
eZpypt. Semblably theſe Chriſtians after Chriſt 
death, ſuffered cruel Perfecutions under the Roman 
Tyrants. | | 

Thus much hy the way I thought good to infinuate, 
leſt any ſhould mis, or take offence in himſelf, why 
the Lord ſhould fuffer his Church to be {o long under 
cruel Perfecutions, miſerable bondage, and extream 
2ffli tions, wherein chance and Fortune of man is not 
to have any place, butthe preordinate counſcl of God, 
diſpoſing the ſame not only when and how long the 
aftliaions (h:il laſt, but when they ſhall havean end, 
as the two and forty months in the Rewelatzon 11,12,and 
13 Chapters ſhew-and declare; which months contain- 
ing two hundred ninety four ycars, if they be rightly 
gathered, make the full time berwixt the time of the 
Perſecution of Chriſt under the fews and Herod, till 
the laſt year of Perſecution under Leciniz 5; which 
was from the Nativity of Chriſt, in the year of our 
Lord 324; from the fuft Perſecution of Chriſt, in 
the year 294; as is expreſſed. After the which year 
it pleaſed the Lord, after he had ſhewed his ſeverity 
upon his own Houſe, to ſhew mercy again, and to 
bindup Sathan the old Serpent according to Few. 20. 
for the ſpace of a thouſand years, that 1s, from the 
time of this Licinizs, to the time of John wickiliffe, 
and John Hſe; during all which time, though ſome 
conflicts and tumults have been in the Church, even 
among the Biſhops themſelves, yet no ſtirring or U- 
niverſal murther of the Chriſtians was moved before 
the Preaching of #/ick/iffe and others, as 1n the proceſs 
of the ſtory ſhall appear. 

Deocleftan and e Maximian reigning up their Sove- 
ratgnty 7 as is aboveſaid ) at 7 zcomedia 1n Bythinta, 
committed the charge thereof unto Galeri and Con: 

ſtantins; 


(77) 
Fantizs; upon which occaſion great peace followed 
the Church of Chriſt, moſt eſpecially to the Weltern 


parts and Provinces. For theſe two Emperours con-. 


firmed by the Senate, choſe to themſelyes the whole 
Empire to Govern, and divided the Empire betwixt 
themſelves, as two ſeveral Eſtates, not ſubje& to one 
Government as formerly, wl.ich was the fatal end of 


| the Imperial Glory. Unto Galerzze tell the Provinces 


of Sclavonia, Macedonia, Thracia, egypt, with the 


| Provinces of «ſia : and unto Conſtantizes his Lot fell, 


Italy, France, Brittain, Spain, Germany; and he 
Elected Conftantine his Son ſo Famous in Hiſtory. 
The other of 4frick, and the reit being too ſpacious 
to Govern, being minded to Govern well rather than 


| much, he gave over Africh to Galerins, being too re= 


mote from his reſidence and eye of his direQion. 
This good Conſtantizs the Emperour, by birth a Res 


| man, his Father named Emutrepius, his Mother Claudia 


Niece to the Emperour (!azarzs, did at firlt attain the 


| Dignity of a Senator, being wiſe and Valiant in War, 


1s commended by Ex/ebizs tor lis Piety to God, and 
Clemency to men, and did not partake with his part- 
ner in cruelty oz ſtaining his Government with the 
laughter of Gods Saints; which Ged fo highly hon. 
oured and Blefled, that this CGzodly Father lett a more 
Codly Son the Heir of bis well gotten Empire z who 
wien he was made Cer, was forccd to foriake his 


| Wife Helena, and tro Marry Theodora Daughter 1n 


Law to JAaximian to aflure himſelf in the Empire, 


' This Helena was the Daughter of Celizs a Britreſh 
| Prince, as ſome Authors afhrm, and was {tiled Yene- 
| rabils + piiſſima Augnta,cleanſing Zernſalem of Idols, 
building a Church in the place where cur Lord ſufter= 
| ed, Yet 7ews and ſome Gerrzles in reproach called ner 


Stabu- 


(7S) 


Stabularia or Hoſteſs, becauſe ſhe found out the Crij 


where our Lord was laid, and founded a Church in 
that Hoſtlerey, and therefore called Hoſteſs by way 
of reproach to the Chriſtian Religion ; like another 
Helena whieb 7oſephs ſpeaks of, who coming to 7+ 
ruſalem in time of great Famine which was in the days 
of Clandins, ſent for dried Figs and Corn to Cypru, 
and ibcſtowed great quantities of them on the poor. 
This Conſtantizs being here in Brittarn and [atel 
returned from War againſt the Pi&s, fell fick at 
York,, where the Imperial Throne of Majeſty wa; 
ſet ; at which time Conſtantine his Son , being fled 
from and eſcaped the hands of Galerius, with whom he 
was left Hoſtage, haſted from Rome, having belay*d the 
way with Poſt. horſes for the purpoſe, and left them 
houghed for fear of purſuit, and came with all ſpeed to 
York to his Fa hers preſence, at which the Father was 
fo joyed that he ſet himſelf upright in his bed, and in 
the preſence of all his Councellors ſpake to this pur- 
poſe unto Conſtantine his Son : /t now ſufficeth, ani 
death 25 not at all fearful to me, ſecing 1 ſhall leaui 
my unaccompliſhed attions to be performed in thee, my 


Son, in whoſe Perſon 1 doubt not but my memorial ſhall 


be retained as in aMonnment of ſucceeding fame. Pro- 
rect the innocent, and wipe away all tears from the eyes of 
the Chriſtians, for therein Þ have connted my ſelf moſt 
happy. To thee1llezve my Diadem and the arfence of 
:t, taking my faults only with me to the prave to be by 
ried in everlaſting oblivion : but leaving my v:rtucs (if 
ever I had any) to revive tnthee, And fo he tock 
leave of his Life and Friends, after he had fat Ceſar 
fixteen years, and Emperour two; and died in 


the year of our Lord 306, and of his Ape fifty {1z, as | 


Mr, Speed hath it. 
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{onſtantine the Son of Conſtantia as you have heard, 
agodly Son of a godly Father, is much commended 


for his vertues and liberality to the poor, for his great 9 


zifts ro the Church which many Chronicles make men- 
ton of, freeing the Church-men and Miniſters from 
ill Tribute and Toll; his donations to Schools and 
{niverſities, with his Letters to all his Provinces and 
Dominions to-ſet up the Chriſtian Religion, and to 
cauſe the Perſecution to ceaſe do at large appear in 
the eAFs and Monuments of the Church. And here is 
an end of thoſe lamentable and doleful Perſecutions of 
the Primitive Church during the ſpace of three hun- 
dred years, from the Paſſion of Chriſt to the coming 
of this (onſtantine, by whom as by his eleR inſtrument 
it pleaſed the Lord to give reſt and peace to his Churches. 
after long trouble, and then was the murthering ma- 
lice of Sathan reſtrained and tied up for a thouſand 
years through the great mercy of Chriſt: To whom 
be honour and glory, Amen. 


. 


(80) 


EONEENET DCE MET DET NET AG 
KOEOBOBOBOEOSO! 


The Second Book, Containins th 


next three handred years Follow-| 


ing, with (uch things as eſpecial 


followed and happened in Þn- 


gland, from the lme of Ran 


fo afler tothe time of King Eg. 


berr. : 


" 
N D now becauſe the tying up of Sathar 
_ gives ſome reſt ro the Church, let us leave 

the Church Aﬀaires, and Proſecute ſuch 


things as more nearly Concern England 
and Scotland, 


And firlt let us begia with King Lecizs, by whom 


the Faith began in England, as Writers hold. Andfj 


for ſo much as ſome Popiſh Writersmake a great Con- 
troverſte concerning the Faith and firſt planting of it 


here in this our Realm, it (hall not be out of the war i 


ſomething to ſay and ſtate the Queſtion, whether the 
Church of England received the Faith and Chriſtian 


Religion from Rome or not ? Which though it be Þ- 


granted, 


(81) 
oranted, yet 1c little avails for their purpoſe that would 
haveit ſo. For though it ſhould be granted that Erg- 


land received the Faith and Chriſtian Religion in tie _ 


time of Elxtheris then Biſhop of Foe one hundred 
and eighty years after Chriſt, and alſo in the time of 
Auſtin whom Gregory ſent hicher ſix hundred years 
after Chriſt ; yet it followes not, that therefore we 
muſt fetch cur Faith and Religion from Rome as the 
chief Well head and Fountain of all godlineſs. Burt as 


they are not able to prove the ſecond, ſo neither have 


wecauſe to grant the firſt, that our Chriſtian Faith 
and Religion was derived from Rowe, which we may 
prove by many Reaſons. And the Firft trum G#laas our 
on Country-man, in whoſe: Hiſtory it appeareth 


plainly that Brittain received the Faith in the time of 


Tiberins the Emperour under whom Chrilt ſuffered 
and he faith moreover, that 7oſeph of -{rimathea after 
the diſperſion of the Zews, was ſent of Phzlip the Apo- 


[tle from France into Br:ttarn in the year 63, and here 


remained in this Land, and ſo with his fellows laid the 
Iſt Foundation of the Chriſtian Faith among the ZBr:2- 


11Þ People, where other Preachers and Teachers after 


confirmed the ſame. The SecondReaſon is from Ter- 
zullian, who lived near the time of Elatkerins, in his 
Book {ontra judeos, wherein be manifeſtly imports thar 
the Goſpel was received and diſperſed abroad among 


{many Nations, and among the reit names Bri!taim, and 
| faith, zn the wildeſt places of it the G oſpel was preached , 


which muſt needs be before Elutherizs wrote to Lie 
cins, Thirdly, Origen writes as much: Befide the 


teſtimony of Beda, that writes, Eaſtrr was kept here 


after the manner of the Greek and Eaſt Churchr:, which 
was the fall of the Moon, what day of the weeis foever 1: 


fillon, and not on the Swnaay as vit nvw uſe ro do, 


Cs Io 


( 82) 
So that it may be gathered, the Goſpel came rather 
from the Eaftern Churches, than from %omze. Ang 
XN icephorus in his ſecond Book and fortieth Chapter 
teſtifies, that Simon Zelotes did ſpread the Goſpel ty 
the Weſtcra Occan, meaning this our Countr , « 
Brittatn. And again the word: of Peter laniacenj, 
may be added, who writing to Bernard, faith, that 
the Scots celebrated Eniter after the manner of the Greek 
Churches, and not of the Romans; neither would the 


C3 


be under the Roman Biftbop, or Lepate in the time 
Gregory, mor would admit the primacy of the Biſhop if 


Rome. 


Laſtly, we may underſtand that before Lacirs writ 
| Y 


to the Bilhop of Foxmze, Envland had receiyed the Cari 


ſtian Faith, By all which it is probable, that our Re 


ligion and the Goſpel came by the Eaſtern Churchez 
rather than by 7022. Bur a'imit all that can be, tha 


Elutherins Bithop of Reme did help ro the increale off 


the Faith in England, which was but newly ſprung up 
among the People, which I will not ſtick to grant 
what hath the Church of Rowe port thereby ? Forle 
tiiem dut grant us the ſame Faith and Religion as wa 
taughtin Rowe, and derived (as they fay) from Ela 
zherius to us, and we will defire no more; For 
then was there no Univerſal Biihop above others; 


then was not toc Biſhop of Rome above all Councils 


and { hurches ; which Doctrine came not 1n till Pope 


Boniface 1s time, Which was four hundred years after 


And beſtde, in Elrtherizes tim? was no name or uſe off 


the e Maſs, neither any Sacrifice for the dead, not 
Purgatory, no offerings by the Prieſh for the dead. 
4nd we may underſtand by (7prian, there was no 
Tranſubſtantiation , which was not brought in till 
thouſand years after; neither Prayers for the _ 
Whic 


(33) 
which came not in till the time of 1rexe and Conſtans 
the Emperour., Neither was the /Afarriape of Prieſts 
2} forbiddenfbefore Hildebrand. One thouſand years al- 
| rofÞ moſt after the Sacrament was delivered in both kinds 
; off to the People, as doth witneſs Cyprian. Neither was 
ſſh there any Derges or Trentals, nor no ſuch things in- 
uf rruded into Baptiſm as 1s now, For Auſtin and Pays 
ek /;nzs Baptized in Rivers, and not in Hallowed Fonts, 
hf So that it muſt needs appear we received not the Faith 
eff from Rome, or elſe they themſelves perſiſt not inthe 
poſſf Faith that was then taught in Foe ; neither will they 
themſelves hold and perſiſt in the Faith then taught, 

vr or Religion then in 79220, nor ſuffer us ſo to do thar 
:r-ſh would. About the time and year of our Lord 180, 
Ref King Lecizs Son of Coilu;s which builded Colcheſter, 
ves was King of the Bretrarns and Poſſeſlor of this Land 
haſſ} called England; he hearing of the miracles done by the 
: offs Chriſtians, direed his Letters to the Biſhop of ome 
up} to receive of him the Chriſtian Faith ; although about 
ot Þ the time Hiſtorians varie, Butler us return unto Eljp- 
Te therizs the good Biſhop of Femme, who hearing the 
x3} requeſt of this King, and glad to fee his mind fo ci{- 
la poſed, ſent him ſome Teachers and Preachers of the 
For word, as Fagan and Damianus, which Converted 
s; the King and People, and Baptized them with the 
ci} Sacrament of Chriſts Faith, Converting them from 
pf Idols co ſerve the living and one only God. And fo 
er. ſÞ truth and Religion with ſincere Faith increaſed, and 
off ſuperſtition, and Idolatry decayed. There was then 
wif in Evgland twenty and cight head Prieſts called Fla- 
mines, and three Arch-Biſhops called eArch- Fle- 

nol ines. Theſe eight and twenty F/amines were turned to 
[ a eight and twenty Biſhops, and the three «Arch Fla- 
mines to three Arch- _— having their Seats one 
3 2 at 
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at York, the ſecond at London, and the third at Glamoy- 
gan near or in Wales. And thus the Kingdom was di. 
vided, every one under his own Biinop, 1n good or- 
der. And then did the King ſend for the Roman 
Laws; upon which the Biſhop of Rome ſent an Epilile 
to the King, Wiſhing him to have recourſe co the Scri. 
piure, for the Fe92an Lamns might be liable to reproof, 
but the Laws of God could not; and therefore he 
bid him to rule bis Kingdom by the Laws of the Scri- 
pture. So then was the King Chriſtened and the Go. 
ſpecl receivedin the Land, and continued flouriſhing 
the ſpace of two hundred and ſixteen years, till the 
coming in of the Saxons; notwithſtanding many of 
the Emperours of Foxze had not reccived the Goſpel 
afrer what time Enpland was Converted, fo that great 
perturbation was not only 1n Zrirtarn, but in Germany 
and /taly, by reaſon of the Heathen and Infidels in 
Reme and other places ; ſo that tle {tate of the Goſpel 
was notquiet, but through Dzocleſian and AMaxim- 
an ſeventeen thouſand Martyrs are numbred to have 
ſuftcred, as hath been ſhewed. But the main cauſz 
of the Perſecution and trouble in Brerrarn, was, the 
King dying without iſſue, great ſtrife fell among the 
Nobics of the Land, about ſucceiſion ( as 1s uſual in 
ſuch caſes; ) ſometimes the Idolatrous Romans, at length 
the Saxons prevailed, fo that the Land was inwrap- 
ped in trouble and defolation. For aftcr King Laces 
death, the barons could not agree, and fo the Keznans 


ſteptin and took the Crown from all their heads in:o. 


their own hands, and chen one King murdercd another, 
till at length came in the Saxons and deprived both the 
Romans and BErittains of the Land, as in the fol- 
lowing Hiſtory may appear and be ſeen. King Lacrus 
atter he had founded mzny Churchcs, and given great 
. riches 
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riches to them, deceaſed with oreat tranquillity in his 
own Land, and was buried at Gloceſter the fourteenth 
year of his Baptiſm, and year of Chriſt 201, And he 
Reigned eighty ſeven years as ſome report, Thus 
much of King Lucius. 

But to touch briefly of the ſtate of By:ttazn betwixt 
the time of Lucizs and the entring of the Saxoxs who 
were Kings thereof, and in what order they ſucceeded, 
or rather invaded one another, this Catalogue here 
ander- written will ſpecifie, 


Lucius, a Roman, 

Severus, a Roman, 

Baſſianns , a Roman by the Father. 
Ceraſins, a Brittain, 

Alettui, a Roman. 

Aſcleprodotes, a Britain, 

(olius, a Brittain, ; 
Conſtantins, a Roman. 

Conſtantine, a Britain by the Mather. 
Ottavins, a Jewiſſian. 

e Maximiansus, a Roman. 

Gratianus, a Roman, | 
C:nſtantinus, a Brittain by the Mother. 
C:tans, a Roman by the Father. 
Vortigerns, a Jewiſſn. | 
Portimerus, a Brittain. 

Portiger #5, again. 


By which you may ſee the lamentable condition 01 
the Land being divided into two forts, differing 18 
Country as well as Religion; when one raigned, they 
were governed by Infidels,and «hen the Brzrrarn ruled, 
they were governed by Chriſtians, Ho beit theſen- 
| G3 2 fidels 
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ndels never ſo prevailed to raiſe a general Perſecution 
in all the aforeſaid Ten Perſecutions, but the laſt Per. 
ſecution by Drocleſian. But the land became weak, 
Conſtantine departing and taking away his Army, and 
1n it ſoine of the beſt and ableſt Souldicrs being Brit- 
tains, and fn he marched to Rome, whereby he obtain- 
ed great Vieories,and brought much tranquillity to the 
Churches of Chriſt, and 47aximias following his iteps, 
took moſt of the ableft fhotting men to ſubdue France, 


23d a5 they wanted ſupplies ſent ſtill for more to the. 


number of an hundred thouſan: Souldiers, as ſome 
report. At whichtime Conatus bis Partner being 1n 
France, lent for cleven thouſand Virgins from Eng- 
land, who with Urſula he Prince Dioners Daughter 
being ſhipped cver, mans of them periſhed 1n the 
Sea and ſome taken by the Infidels, who becauſe 'they 
would not be polluted by the heathen w-re deſtroyed 
and miſcrably diſperſed, ſome one way ſome another, 
ſo that few eſcaped. So that poor Brittain being teft 
naked and d:iticute of Friends and helps, fled to the 
Romans to. fuccour, who art laſt forlonk them; fo 
that the Archbiihop of Londen was conſtrain'd to ſen 
to Little Brittarn tor Conſtantine the Kings Brother, 
and the Realm v as in ſome quiet during the lite oi 
the good Blihop. Bur as the Realm was almeſt never 
quict from ihe beginning without civil War, fo atlaſt 
came wicked Yorrig:rm who cruclly cauſed Conſtans to 
be murdcred ; who then fearing kis cwo Brothers, 
eT::rclicts and Vier, being then in Little Broettain, he 
icntfurthe aid of the Saxons being then Infidels ; and 
ror eniy fo, bur he married an Infidel the Daughter 
of Henztf} cal”d Rowen. Whereupon the ſaid Vortt- 


% 


cer not long after by engiſt and the Saxons, was with 


lite T:icalon diſpof{. fed of his Kingdom, and the peo- 
ple 
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ole of Brittarn driven out of their own Country, the 
Saxons ſlaying with ſubtilty and cruelty at one meet- 
0g of the Barons and Nobles of Brz:taim to the num» 
ber of two hundred ſeventy one Perſons, ſome ſtories 
ſay four hundred and ftxry. This wicked at was done at 
Almsbery or at 5toneheng, at whoſe Monument ſtones 
{till hanging it ſeems the Brizrarz Nobles were there 
buried, Others fay the Bretrazns were {lain at a Bane 
quet, orat an A fiembly of the Bretrains with the Sax- 
ons, the Saxons coming with privy Knives contrary to 
promiſe mace with them, and being affembled the 
Saxons giving a watch-word in their own language 
ſlew the Brectamms unawatres unarmed, And though 
this coufid not be done without God's permiſſion, yet 
Gildas and ſome others ſhew cauſes from God of ſuch a 
judgment on the B7r:ttatzs for their cruelty, pride, and 
covetouſneſs, Cc. 


7 be Entring ana Rugning of Hengilt and Hor{us , 


end of tie Saxons in England. 


This Was tne {iti} entring of the SAXONS Ofr e-Tngles, 
being yet Infidels, wHich was abour the year of God 
460, Althougi the {aid Hengp?ſt and the reſt had little 
quict tn Zrettain, hut were driven out by Ambroſizs 
& 7ter,who reigned over the Lrattamms. And yet the 3ret- 
tams werenot {o driven out but they returned and poſ- 
ſcfjed fome parts of Cambria call'd now wales, Fengift 
rcigning as fome ſtory forty three years, and died in 
Kent; others lay he was taken in war by Ambroſins 
and Vrer Pendragon,and beheaded at Cor: ngsburp, afrer 
he had raigned thirty nine years, After Hengift reign« 
ed* Oſca twenty four years, and after him his 50n Of, 
both reigning as ſome ſay fifty rhree yoars, who were 
© # 4 piiyily 
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privily ſlain by Uter Pendragon. T he Saxons after they 
vere ſetled in England divided the Kingdom among 
themſelves, into ſeven parts. The firſt was King of 
Kent: The ſecond was to be King of «xſſex, « hich keld 
his Pallace at Ozceſter : The third King was of tte 
Weſt-Saxens: The fourth was King of Efeex-: The fifth 
was King of the Exſt- Angles, that 1 - tolay,ot Cambridge, 
Naorthfell e, and Swffolke : The ftxth King was of Ier- 
celand or Mercia ; 1n his Kingdom were contained the 
Countes of Lincelw, Leceifter, Huntington, Northam. 
ptor, Oxford, Derbey, Warmicke : The ſeventh King 
had all the Countrey beyond Hamber, and as called 
the King of Northumberland. Theſe ſeven Kingdoms 
although they continued nor long, bur at laſt were 
joyned into one, coming into the poſicfſion of the eſt. 
Saxors; yet for the {pace they continued, it was with 
continual _ amongſt themſelves. And as for the 
race and order of them, it is ſet down more at large 
in the Atts and Monuments. 

But although the Brittains were bereav'd of their 
Land by the Saxons ſubuilty ; yet they were not fo dri- 
yen out but that the face of a Kingdcm remained about 
Cornwall or i:-alcs, and by the yaliant acts of the &rit-. 
z7atns, Tome one while had one part and ſoume another, 
ii rhetime of C arecrics; when the Brittains were de« 
po ied by Gormandgs whom they themſelves ſent for 
out of Irelana, requiring tis aid againſt Carecers their 
wicked King. But by that means the poor Brittains 
utterly loſt the Land, and were driven into Cornwal 
and Wales in the year of Chriſt 570, What the or- 
der of theſe Kings Was, with their names, times and 
places of their Reign, in the Table under-writ is cx- 

preſſed. But by the vayitis tobe noted, that (0n- 
on Sectinarys had three Children, y!zs ako 
W 0, 
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who Was made a Monk in tincheſtr, and after wades 
King ; the ſecond was Amnrelins Ambroſius, and the 


third was UVter Pendragon. his being premiſed we 
ſhall enter our Table following. 


A Table of ſuch Kings of Br:z7a4n which Reign- 
ed together with the Saxozs after their com- 
ing intothe Land. 


Portiger. Conſtantinas. 
FJortimer. 1 urelins. 

Jortiger again, Comanus. 

Aurelins Ambroſaus, Vortigers. 

FHter Pendragon. Maltzo. ; 
Arthur. © CAarecins. 


Theſe you muſt note and underſtand did not ſo 
Reion as that they had the full government of the Land 
or whole Realm, but only parcels of it, what they 


couſd kold by force of Arms and win from one ano- 


ther. But at laſt the Saxons came in fo faſt that rhe 


Brittains could neither hold what they had, nor reco- 


| ver what they had loſt, leaving an example what it 1s 
to let in a forrain Nation to their Dominions, eſpe- 
| cially to joyn in M- rriage with Infidels, as this Yorts- 
ger did with Hengsfts Daughter, which was the Mother 
ofall t!.js miſchiet, giving the Sax07s not only ſtrength 
but occaſion to a:tempt that which they did. Neither 
| wcre the Nobles of England inſenſfible or unconſide- 
[rare of the ſtate of things, but being highly and wor- 


tuily offended did juſtly depoſe their King and 1n- 
throned Yortimer bis Son in his room ; by the which 
Fortimer (the Saxon was repulſed and driven into Ger- 
| many 
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21417, and continued till the death of Yortzmer, whom 
Rowen Daughter of Hengiſt cauſed to be poyſoned ; 

and ſo they Lrought in Yortiger a So Vortyger 
being reſtored and brought into his Kingdom again, 
by his Wives intreaty ſent for Hengiſt, who came in 
with a Nayy of three hundred Ships well appointed, 
which the Nobies of the Eingdom hearing of, prepa. 
red themſelves againſt him : But Fleagiſt lo excuſed 
himſelf ©. rough R owen his Daughter, pretending he 
came not agaialt the *rtains, but to proſecute Yorti- 
zer, andthat he would take the Kings part againſt him 
and thoſe of his Army that did remain, ard chat he 
would leave the Land when they pleaſed : in the mean 
time if they would appoint time and place — ge 
things thould be ſo concluded , and that he would 
ſtand ro what agreement they ſhuuld make, or what 
the Counſel on both {1des ſhould order, ' So the place 
of meeting was appointed at Almsbery; and the time 
appointed coming » Hengiſt gave order to every one of 
his party to carry each along knife in his hoſe, and 
upon a watch-word giycn to tall upon the Brzttz/ No- 
bles and kill them ; Whica accordingly was done, 
and the Nobility flain as you heard before, The Brit- 
zain Noblcs thus ain, they took the King and bound 
him, tor whoſe ranſom they required Lendorn, York, 
and /-7nicoln to be delivered them ; which being dane, 
they began to make havock of the — Nation, 
killing the Pricſts, burning the Script ures, left not any 
thing undone which might ſhew their tyranny ; in fo 
much as the King ſeeing ſuch lamentable ſpoil of his 
people, fled into 1rales in the year of our Lord, 46%, 

In the mean vvhile Ambrejirs and Vir Pendragon Bre- 
thren to King Conſtans, underitanding the wotul eltatc 


of the Realm, didſpecd over into Ereland, and to if 
tis bs 
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i:fie the deſiresof the Britains as ſoon as they came 
over Ambroſius was Crowned their King, The King 
er Fkecketh out wicked Yortiger who had killed King Conſtans 
N, Bhis Brother, and finding him in Yales in a ſtrong Caſtle 
in Kyhbercin he had immured himſelf, ſetteth the Caſtle 
d, nd him on fire, and then went againlt the Sax025, and 
a. Fnich E/Ze their Captain ( new come over ) had many 
l Eonflicts. Hiſtory reports that Horſi the Brother of 
he engiſ# was taken in the Field fighting againſt Amre- 
Ws mbrofixs, who it is ſaid conſulted with his Coun- 
im Wl what to do vvithbim; vvhereat the Biſhop of Glo- 
he ter ſtanding up, gave counſel that he ſhould be ſer- 
a hed as Sanz! lerved Apag, who hew*d tim in pieces, 
8 ſnd as his Sword had made other Women Cnildlefſs, fo 
1d ſis Mother (6 ouid be Childlels of him + and fo it is re- 
"t Frorted that #orſus was taken by the Mayor of G!o- 
* K:jier out of the Cicy, and there bcheaded, This 4#- 
Ne Wer and bis Brotler Urer were nurſed and brought 
ot pin London, and inſtructed by the Arch-Biſhop, and 
nd Bfter the murder of- C onſtans their Elder Brother 
0- ere conveyed to 1::le Brittarn, the King being their 
© Winſman where they vere, till they vere ſent for into 
t- $E:7/and againſt the Sarons, So that it is cvident, that 
od Bough their Father was a Rowan, they were Britains, 
&» bind bad a Britain to their Mother. 

2 After the death of Azrelizs, who is thought to be 
oyloned by the ſubtilty and crafty means of Paſcen- 
ns, ſucceeded wter Pendragon, who fighting againit 
Via and Coſa being Saxons, took them and brought 
em to Loxdon there to be kept; but they breaking Pri- 
on got away and fled into Germany for more aid, 
with whom the Biittarns had many conflicts : But the 
dolatrous. Saxons prevailed againſt the Chriſtians; be- 


Np more in number and ſtrength, waſting the Realm. 
- Which 
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Which wvrer the King ſeeing was much grieved with 
the deſtruction of his people, and falling ſick cauſe 
his bed to be brought into the Camp, where God paye 
him Victory ; ; and Octaand Cofa being lain, it 1.) chan. 
ced that in ſhort ſpace after ver the King - lied, being 
as ſome thought poyſoned, which poyſon was caſt in. 
to a Fountain where he uſed to go ro drink, which 
was inthe year of cur Lord 516. About which time 
came in She epa and 71 zgarins, two Nepheuns of /er. 
e/ ice King of the Feſt.Saxons, which came fo violent. 
iy that they of the Weſt part of England were not abl: 
to reſiſt them, but by the mercy of God, was raiſe 
up King Arthar, the Son of Xter Pendragon, who uy 
preſently Crowned, and reigned vidtorioufly. And 
however manytales are told of him, yet by the provi , 
dence of God there vas muc:: quietneſs to the Brit . 
rains during his life and cert; of his Succeſlors. | 

After «Arthur, came Conſtantine the third, and afte 
him .& Larelizzs Comany and Vortigerns ; after whon 
followed © Malo noted in Hiitory . for a Sodomite 

After all came Carecius the jaſt King of the Bruraim, 
by «boſe means and reign of the Saxons all good Mr s 
niſters and Clergy were utterly driven out »f the 
Realm. The Arch: Biſhop of London, as allo many , 
others, fled into wales, called then Cabere, But he 2 
oreat rcafon of the weaknels of the Realm, that the) ( 
HOY not overcome the Saxons, was ConStantine anl X 
eMaximian,vvho going out ofthe Land took the bet ? 
and ableſt Souldicrs away with them, vvhereby they go "[ 
many notable ViEories in other Countries, ſo thattii ( 

Kingdom of England wes left deſtitute, Bur ſom 

there are that aſcribe the cauſe of the ſubduing the Nr 

tion by the Saozs to the. fins of the Chriſtians, wh 
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God and became proud and covetous, which Gd 
and other Authors complain of, that moſt men ex. 
c 11D pride and luxury, hating the good which 
Lc. 2 they did profeſs, and inclining to the evil and 
vyic. ed Perſons, ſo that they were juſtly punithed 
of od, | 

But to return to the race of the Saxons, Though 
there vvere many vyicked '-1ng: 2mong them , for 
which they were after pnni'ied by the Dares and Nor- 
mans aclaſt ; yer ſome awoug them were good Kings, 
of vvhich the ficſt w- Erhelberrus or Echubritt King 
of Kent, who by meat: of Berda his Wife, and alſo by 
the preaching of Aut: did firit receive the Chriſtian 
Faith in all this Land of the Engl:i/h Saxons, Next to 
him in placel give it unto Oſwaldas King of VN orchum. 
berland, who not only defended the Chriſtian Faith 
himſelf, but vyas a Preacher of it to h1* own Novnles 
n the Scorteſh language. Next io bla cometh his Un 
cc Edwin, vvho by means of Palins bithop was a 
receiver of the Chriſtian Faith ; and after him Srgebere 
was the firſt Chriſtned King of the eaft- Anples, as al. 
ſo Sebert, vyho was the firſt Chriltned King of Eſſex, a 
great promoter of Learning and jetter up of Schools 
and Univerſities : In hoſe time St, Pars b gan to be 
builein London, And ſo was Ethelbert King of the Faſf= 
Angles a good Prince, who being perſwaded by his 
Council to Marry / though again{t his Will ) wens 
peaceably to King Offa , for the eſpouting of tis 
Daughter Edilrid, meaning wnocently, but was by the 
Deviliſh device and Counſel of King Of his Wite 
ſecretly Beheaded, and made away. But after Offa 
repenting of the deed, for Satisfaction cauſed the firlt 
Peters pence to be given ovt of Enmplend to St, Peters 


Church in Kome. | 
in 
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| Inthe Catalogue of theſe good Kings were Kenel. 
22u5 King of the e Merctans, and St, Edmund King 


of the Eaſt Angles ; the one was circumyented by his 
Siſter and Tutor ; for being a Hunting, and coming 
to Corff (aHe to drink, he was by them ſtabbed, or 
beheaded. The other, Eamnnd, was {hin at Buy, 
called Edmzund the Mattyr, and hence the Towni; 
called St. Edmuna's Barry, Others report his death, 
that being taken by 199#a and Hubba in a Field Batte], 
he was ſct at a Stake being bound thereto, and (ſhot 
to death by the cruel Danes. About theſe times 
Monkery came up, fo that many Kings profeſt tha 
life, to the number of ſeven or eight. Now the 

ueſtion will be, whether Kings that turne:t Monk: 
did well orno > Though they be highly commended 
by our Chronicles, yet 1 cannot aſſent to them, For 
if they did it to enjoy more eaſe, and to be free 
from trouble, it was not well to leave a publick good 
for private eaſe. If they did it upon conceit of Me- 
rit, to leada Solitary life, upon the conceit of Holt. 
neſs, we muſt know that Salvation comes nos from 
mans Holineſs or Perfe&ton, but by the free Grace 
of God, If they did it to avoid Court Pleaſures and 
occaſions of Evil, I ſay it 1s good to avoid occaſion 
of Evil; but it is better to rcfiſt them; and 1t 1: 
weakneſs in men to leave the charge committed to 


 themof God, for fear of occaſions of Evil. For a 


Tully truly ſaid, Or of Afia 3t was no God a mercy t0 
be good and lead a Godly life, but tz Afia, where ſo 
2nuch evil did abound, to be good, there it was praiſe- 
worthy, And ſo a King is not to change his vocation, 
but to reſiſt the evil of them, ( But this by the 


dy.) 
Theſe 
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Theſe things thus premiſed about the Order and 
Raign of the Brzrreſh Kings, let us enter on the treating 
of ſuch things as happened in the times of Perſecution, 
in the Realm under the Brz:t:ſh Kings, which were 
three or four before the coming of Auſtin into En- 

Iznd. | 

The firſt was under Dzocleſiar, about the year of our 
Lord 210, | 

The ſecond by the invading of Gnaviys and Melga, 
the one being Captaia of the Hrs, the other of the 
Pits. 

The third was the Perſecution of Hengiſt in Brittarn, 
till the time of eArrelins Ambroſins. p 

The fourth was by Gurmundas a Pagan Kings 
whereby the Faith cf Chriſt was deſtroyed; and this 
remained till the time of £rhelbert King of Kent 1n the 
year 589; at which time the Chriſtian Faith was re- 
ceived of the Engliſh Saxons by the means of Gregory 
Biſhop of Reme, 3s Hiſtory reports. | 

But now to joyn the order ot our Hiſtory together : 
The Chriſtian Faith was firſt received by L2czzzs, and 
indured to this time about the ſeaſon of four hundred 
and odd years, wen as by Garmmunans Africanus 
fohiing githihe Saxons zoainit the Brittarns, it was 
extin& in the Land forty years in the year 180. which 
year 180, - was the firſt Springing of the Goſpel, The 
coming in of the Saxons was in the year 449, or 469. 
The coming of Auſtin was i the year 596: So that 
from the coming cf the Saxons to the whole driving 
ou: of the Brittarns, being about the latter end of che 
Raipn of Cadwallader, was two hundred and forty 
years; In Summ, from Chriſt to Lxcizs was a hun 
dred and cighty years. The continuance of the Go= 
ipelto the entring in of the Saxons was three bu 

an 
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 andtwo years, the decay of the Goſpel, to the entring 
of Auſtin, was one hundred forty and three years: 
which being added from Lacizs to eAnſtin was four 
hundred forty and five years, from Chriſt to «Luſt 
they make five hundred ninety and eight years. In 
which year came Azſtin into England from Gregory then 
Pope. The occaſion was this; In the days of Pelagin 
Biſhop of ome, Gregory ſeeing certain Children in 
the Market place of Rowe brought thither to be ſold 
out of E7gland, and being fair and beautiful, demand. 
ed of what Country they were, and underſtanding 
they were Heatheniſh, and came out of England, he 
lamented their caſe, ſeeing them ſo beautiful and an- 
gelical, to be kept under the Prince of darkneſs : and 
asking of what Province they were, it was told him 
_ they were of the Province of Deifra, a port of the ih | 
Notth Saxons, which is thought was Durham, from 
whence it takes its name. Then alluding tothe name 
ſaid, Theſe People were to be delivered from Deira; 
which ſignifies Gods wrath. And underſtanding the 
Kings name was Ale, O, faith he, Allelujah z co be 
ſung to the living God, Whercupon he was movedto 
£0 into that Coun:ry to help the Converſion of it; Buc 
was not permitted by Pelagizs and the Romans. But 
Pelagins being dead, after Gregory came to be Bithop 
of Rome himſdf, he ſent the aforeſaid Auſtin with i} c: 
other Preachers to the number of forty, ro Convert i 4 
the People of England to the Faith of Chrift. But th 
how it happened I know not, nor can ſay; butſuchaſſ & 
ſudden fear came upon them all, that they all went I th 
| back again, and writ to Gregory to releaſe them of I aj 
cheir Voyage, being ſo dangerous tocome among ſuc pl 
a barbarous people, whoſe language they knew not; Þ fid 


_ and yyholſe rudeneſs they were not able to refilt. o_- mt 
; | alter 
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after he ſent them again, and deſired the Bithop of 
Arelatenſisto afſilt Aſtin and his men in vyhat they 
vvanted,exhorting them to go oa in the Lords yyork ; 
as by his Epiſtle at large appears, being vvrit in the 
Kalends of Azguft, and in the Raign of e Manricins 
the Emperour vvhom Gregory calis his Soveraign Lord. 
$o that they being aſſiſted by the Biſhop, and encou- 
raged by Gregory, came for England and Landed in 
the iſle of Thanet, on the Eaſt fide of Kent, 
{and not far from Sandwich) the Kings Palace, 


The King raigning then was Ethelbert, being the fifth 


of that Province, Who had Married a Frexch Woman, 
who being Chriſtened, was called 2erda, whom he had 
received of her Parents on condition that ſhe with 
her Biſhop ſhould enjoy her Faith and Religion, by 


| which means he was induced to imbrace the Faith of 


-hriſt, and Doctrine of true Religion. The ſaid A#- 
ſin ſendeth word to the King, that. be with the reſt of 
his Prethren ws come into hu Land to bring the plad 


| tzarngs of the Gogpel, and to bring Salvation to iis Peo- 


ple, The King anſwering him, Though Lis Dodtrine 
ſeemed to be ſirange to hiiz, being net according to his 
Laws, yet he gave liberty and permitted him and br 
Fellows to Preach: and further gave order to ſupply 
them with ſuch things as they wanted. And fo they 
came to Dorobernia ( now called (anterbary ) ſinging 


| Allelajab, and ufing the ſame Letany as they had in 


the great Plague raigning then at Rowe, and at laſt the 
King was brought to imbrace the Faith of Chriſt in 
the Goſpel, And ſeeing their Converſation, he gave 
a place for Auſtin and his Fellovvs to Preach in, vvhich 
place vvas Dedicated to St. Paul and Peter on the Eaſt 
ide of the City , vvhich place the King and Grear 
men do uſe for burying place, vyhich place 1s called 

+ H 8 | Faint 
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Saint Anſtins to this day, And fo he returned by the 
vyay of France, and certified the Biſhop of Rome, 
how they had been entertained and ſped in England, pri 
The King alſo ſendeth to the Biſhop , that be vyould MWBi; 
ſend him Laws, and alſo deſired to be reſolved in cer- Wo 
tain Queſtions, to tie number of ten, yvhich novv are WS;r 
not much material to ask or anſwer. Bur preſently the Wo 
Biſhop ſent him more Coadjutors, as /deltims, 7uſtus, of 
Pauylinus, and Rufinnus to afliit Anſtin and the reſt in MWma 
preaching, as alſo other Implements as he thought ne- ſWhe 
ceſlary for the Engliſh Church. And alſo ſent order Whut 
to Auf to divide the Land into two Aderropolitant Wyo 
or Sees, the oreto be at London, the other atY orb: MAn 
But made kh1in chief of both during his life, and after to {Muir 
return the power to themſelyes, as by the tenor of his {Wii 
Letters appears. And alſo ſent his Letters unto Me- Wwe 
luis 2nd the reft, that they ſhould nor be putt up vvith WBu; 
pride at the converſion of the Heathen, buc {till conti- Wthe 
nue 11 their work, Likewile he directed his Letters {WEn 
to the King, wherein he bighly commended him,and EWnor 
deſired him to perſift in the Faith begun, to deſtroy Win 
idolatry; and to govyern hi: people in all godlineſs and ſcan 
holineſs; promiſing him the reward of eternal lite : as ÞWiro 
aifo to prepare himlelt for death and judgment , and Wai 
toaccept of ſuch gifts as he had fent him at preſent Wing 
from Rome; ſending vvittall the Pall to erect his two td; 
Arch-Bithopricks, eMelitus beinz made Bithop of thei 
the E4/t-Saxons at London under King Sipeberr , by Whid 
vvhom vvith his Uncle = rvelbert the Church of St. Pax! eur, 
' vyas butlded, and Anfiiz of the other. Wthe 

The King by the advice of Anitin called the Bi- pon 
ſhops of Zrittazn to be aſſembled at a place ſince called Elm 
Auftins Oak, where Anftincxhorted the Biſhops of 
the Land to keep the Rites and Cuſtoms uſed 1n tie 
F Romi/i 
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Remiſh Church, and to preach the vvordand to keep 
Eaiter after the manner of R ome, as alſo :o ufe Ba- 
, Wptiſm as they did, Bur ſome of the Breetsſhand Scortsſh 
d MBibops refuſed ro do ſo, and ſtuck to their own cu- 
- Witoms for the obſervation of Eaſter, Whereupon a 
e MWSrnod was called, and ſeven Bithops of Brirrarn came 
e Wot, as alſo the wiſcit and moſt famous of the + bbey 
, Wot Bangor, But before they came together, a holy 
n Wnman told them how they ſhould know Auſttz whether 
he was ſent of God orno : That is, ſays he, if he be 
r MWhumble and meck, and behave himſelf courteouſly to 
1 MWyou, receive him ; but if otherwiſe, contemn him. 
: {Wand fo it cameto paſs, that when the Brertsſh Biſhops 
o EWuith the reſt were come into the Council, Azſtir far 
1s {Wſtill, (hewing no reverence ; whereat many of them 
2 Wuecre diſpleaſed and departed, being highly offended. 
h MWBut Aſtin told them, that if they would not obferve 
- FWtbe Rites and preach the Goſpel to their Friends, the 
's (E7þ,they ſhould ſuffer death by their enemies; which 
d Woot long after came to paſs by the means of Etheifridt, 
y Ming of 2 orthnumberiana, ( being yet a Pagan ) who 
d Wome againit them with a huge Army to Cheſter, where 
5s (MProckmale a Conſul of the City and a Friend to the Brzt- 
d Ftarns was ready to receive him, The Monks gather- 
i Wing together, rhe cauſe of their meeting was demand- 
ed; which they declared was only to faſt and pray for 
their Conſul, although they bare no weapon : yet, 
id the King, by their faſting and prayer they perſe- 
wurethe King ; and ſo Brockwale being overcome by 
ſte Saxons, the King commanded to turn their wea- 
pons upon the unarmed Monks, and flew or martyred 
lme report eleven hundred of them. So verifying 
Artins words, Which whether he was to blame 1n 
tte buſineſs, I leave others to judg ; But this is certain, 
' W2 Oo Auſtin 
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Auſtin was not excuſable in ſhewing no reverence or 
humility a5 hedid profeſs, that thought ſcorn to ſtir in 
1s chair at. the coming inof ſo many "Teverend Biſhops 
which came to meet 2s be had commanded. Much leſs 
would jc have wathed their Feet after the example of 
Chriſt his Maſter. 

And it is queſtionleſs that the Britiſh Biſhops were 
to blame to negle& their ſpiritual duty in not helping 
to turn Idolatrous Saxons from -their Heathenith Ido- 
fatry to the way of liteand ſalvation ; for which cauſe 
Go#4's ſtroke of puniſhment fell upon them. But 
moſt of all to blame was the cruel King, to fice upon 
them vvbici held up no weapon again!'t him : But his 
cruelty was ſoon after avenged, he being {lain in the 
Field by a Chriſtian King vvho did ſucceed bim, and 
fl-w him and his Army, as they had ſlain the Chriſtians 
beforc, wiich was in the year of our Lord, 610. 

But to return to'efxſtin again, vvho as ſome re- 
port vyas gone before this cruel a& of the King vvas 
donc,having Baptized (ſomereport) no [eſs than ten 
thouland Sa.rozs or Angles in the River Swale by York, 
When he went, he ordained Laxrentizs 1n his room to 
rulein Canterbury, But by the vvay, if it be true he 
Paptized inRivers, i: ſcems then there vas no uſe of 
Fonts, or if he did Baprtize ſo many ina day, there was 
no ſuch cercmonies and trinkets uſed in Rome as is now 
uſed, orelle it is impoſſible he ſhould baptize ſo many 
in one day, 

Abour this time Gregory Bilhop of Rome departed 
this life, of whem it is truly ſaid, Of all the Biſhops bt 
fore kim he was the worſt, _ of all that came after ht 
he nasthe beſt, 

And ahour this time died David Biſhop of at, 
and theretore call}d David of ales, 


Not 
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Not 1 ng after died Auſtin in England, after he had 
ſat fifteen o. Ixteen years. : 
þ By which account we may note it not to be true 
2 Wl which ſome affirm, that he was dead before the mur- 
der of the Monks of Banper, for this murder being in 
el the year 609, and eAuſtins coming into England in 
's I the year 596,and be continuing ſixteen years in his B- 


0- © ſhoprick, he could not be dead at this Battel about 
ſe the year 610. 
ut I read of John Patriarch of «Alexandria, who for 
n I kis bounty and hoſpitality to the Poor is much noted, 
is © being in his minority a ſparing and hard man, and be- 
ne Wl ing at his prayers on a time it 1s reported a Viſion ap- 
nd W peared, viz. A Maid who nam'd her ſelf Mercy, and 
ns defired he would take her to Wife and he ſhould pro- 
ſper well, But whether this be true or falſe I leave. 
re- WF But it 1s reported he was ever after {o bountiful, that 
vas hecalled the poor and needy his Maſters, and would 
tel! WF fit at his own door a whole day togethor to relieve 
rk. them. And oneday ſitting and none coming to him, 
'0 FF complained that he had done no good that day; to 
whom it was replied, that he had done ſo much that 
of inthe City there were not any lefe that. had need of 
"i Ftim, neitherany controverſies among them to take up 
OW about the poor as was wont to be, and which were ta- 
an} ken up and relieved by him, I wiſh we had more 
luch ; obzs in theſe days. | 
Concerning the as and deeds of Gregory, how he 
withſtood the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, who would 
be chief Prieſt and only Biſhop above others, and how 
he declar'd him to be a forerunner of- Antichriſt in 
alts, claiming ſuch a Title, as alſo how he anſwered the, 
Letters of Manricins the Emperour, is more fully re- 
ined, | - 


H ; - He. 
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He allo brought in the Title to the Biſhops of Fome, 
who by tim vvere ſtiled, Servwus Servorum Det, to 
put them in mind of humility, and their duty to Chriſt; 
but theſe with other things | let pals. 

But after the death of Gregory came Sabiniany, 
who as he was a great detractor from Gregory's works 
and writings, fo he continued nor in the Papal Seat 
but abour the ſpace of two years, and in that ſhort 
ſpace did more hurt than Grepory with all his labour 
and pains could do good before, For that which Gre- 
gory kept out, he broughtin, obtaining of Phocas the 
yvicked Emperour, tizat he and his Succeſſors ſhould 
be called Va:verſal Biſhop of the world, and chief head 
of all the Churches in Chriſtendom ;alledging frivolouſly 
that he was St. Perers Succeſſor, and had the Keys of 
bindingand looſing. And chus began Xome to take 
upon her ro be the chief head and ruler of all others, 
whichalſo was promoted by Boniface the third, vvho 
as he lacked no boldneſs himſelf or ambition to ſeet 
It: ſo he had an Emperour that did fit him, vyvho was 
Phocas, a man of as much vvickedneſs as his Biſhop. 
For he murdered « Marricizs his Maſter the former 
Emperour, as alſo his Children, thinking to eſtabliſh 
his Empire with or by the favour of the Bi.hop of 
Rome; 1o that he condeſcended to all the Bithops re- 
queſts and petitions: among which this was one, to 
make him Univerſal Biſhop of all the Churches of 
Chriſtendom. Bur as blood is commonly reompenſed 
with blood, ſo ir came to paſs by Phocas, who of He- 
raclizs the Emperour ſucceeding him, had his hand* 
and feet cut off, and ſo he was caſt into the Sea. $0 
that Phocas vyhici gave the firſt ſupremacy to F977 
loſt his ovvn, as alſo his life. | 


But 70me vyould not fo foon loſe her ſupremacy, 
SV . : | but 
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but hath ever held and defended that title by force and 
policy. And fo much for Boniface, who proved as 
Gregory foretold, a forerunner of Antichriſt. For as 
Gregory brought in the title of Servis Servorum det ; 
ſo he brought into their heads this ſtile, Yolumns, 
Mandamus, Statuimns, ac Precipimus, We will, Com- 
mand, appoint and enjoin you, 

But now to return to Ethelbert who ſtirred up a 
Citizen of London ro build a Church or Chappel at 
the Welt end of Loxdon, in a place then called Thorney , 
now -* eſtminſter : which C happel was by Edward the 
(onfeſſor enlarged and new builded, and by Henry the 
third made, as it 1s now, a large Monaſtery. Andafter 
theſe and many other Ads of his, when he had raigned 
tix and fifty years, changed his mortal life in the year 
of our Lord 616. 

And Ethelfrid eſcaped not for the murder of the 
Monks of Bangor, but was flain in the Field by Edwin, 
who ſucceeded in Northumberland after him. 

This Edwin was the firſt Chriſtened King, who was 
Baptized by Paxlinus the Biſhop, and was Converted 
miraculouſl,s, and Married Erhelbarga Daughter to 
King EthelbertKing of Kent. After the King was Bae. 
ptized, the King and the Biſhop conſulted together at 
York, andmany of the 1dolatrous Prieſts were Con- 
verted, inſomuch that many of them wita Coz/ze the 
chief of the Prelates, armed themſelves and be- 
itrid Horſes, which was not lawful for them to do 
( only a Mare they might ride: ) But they rode and 
deſtroyed the Idols and their Temples not far from 
York, at a place called Godmundbam, being brought 
trom their maumentry, and Converted to the Faith of 
Chriſt, and during the life of fdwin, Pa'inmw Baprized 
| H 4 the 
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the People in Rivers about York, inſtead of Fonts. 
He alſo Preached in Lrncenſie, and Baptized and built 
a Church of Stone in Zincoln, And in his time it is 
obſeryed, a Woman might have goneladen with Gold 
fromSea to Sea without fear of Robbing. So great 
quiet was in the Land. He alſo made Bowls of! Braſs 


and ſect them at the head of every Fountain and Spring, 


to refre(h his wearied Subjects, Travelling from place 
to place. | = 

This Edwin after he had raigned as aforeſaid, and 
after his Baptiſm, was flain by Ceawalla King of the 
Brittasns and wicked Penda King of the e Mercians, 
with his Son Ofriczs, in the Field called Hatfield, 
This Parlins, .as he was ordained Biſhop of York by 
Juſtus Biſhop of Canterbury ; ſo he did ordain Ho- 
rorins Biſhop of (anterbary; and fo they ordained 
one another, At laſt the Kivg ſceing the cruelty of 
the King of Mercia, he writ the Queen fled into Kerr, 
when Pa{:nus was Biſhop of Rocheſter the ſpace of 
ninetcen years. And ſo I orthamberland was left 
without 2 Biſhop thir:y years. But only James a Dea- 
con left there by Pazlinus, id Preach and Baptize 
many, till peace was. reftored among them.; [The 
number of the Faithful increaſiag, the Church came 
again to its ſtay,-. For after Edwin and Ofricus were 
{lin, there did ſucceed the ſecond Son of Ethelfrid 


named O/wa!c{z5s : whereof when (edwalla had under- 


ſtanding, he having made havock of the Saxons, and 
thought to root them out of England, he ſent King 
Penda with a great Hoſt of Brettains, thinking to flay 
Oſwald as he had done his Brother Gaxfride and King 
&awin before him. But Oſwald being warned of the 


great ſtrength Cedwalla and Penda had , fell on his 


knees in Prayer to God for the Salyation of his People; 


and 
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and preſently after in a Field called Denesborne, or as 
ſome call it Heawven-field, the Army of Cedwalla and 
Penda was overthrown, and chaſed by Oſwald, after 
he had raigned two and twenty yeats, leaving a Son 
after him called Codwalladey the laſt xging of the Brit- 
1ains, Ga. 

| Many things are ſpoken of this Oſwald to his praiſe, 
3 his Zeal to God, pitry to the Poor, and other Ver- 
tes; ſome miracles allo, but we thall leave them to 
them that report them, This is certain, that being 
well and vertuouſly inclined, he ſent tor a Biſhop 
out of Scotland, which did not. only Preach, but the 
ling being Learned himſelf, did 'reach himlſclt to 
his Nobles, expounding the word in the Scortiſþ Lan- 
puage to the People. In theſe days Krgrlſus King of 
the Veſt Saxons, was i onveried to the Faith by means 
of Berine ſent by Pope Honorius to Preach in England, 


Find was made Biſhop of Dorcheſter, to whom Qu1- 


relnus Brother of Kinigilſus after Baptiſm gave that 
City for his See, and alſo gave ſeven miles compals to 
it) which was finiſhed by Kenewnlfus his Son. So 
0ſnald after he: bad raigned with much vertue and 
tolineſs nine years, was l/ain in Fieldas you heard by 
wicked Penda, who was flain by Oſ#y Brother to 
Ofrald, notwithſtanding he had thrice as much 
irength as Oſay had, 
 Penda had three Sons, Wolfera, weda, and Egfri- 
lus. To this ſecond Son weda, Ofwy had Married his 
Daughter by conſent of Penda his Father ; the which 
«da by help of Oſ>y was made King of South Mercia, 
hich: Lordſhip is. ſevered from North Mercia, by 
te River of T rent. *eda upon Marriage of Oſwies 
Daughter, promiſed ro become a Chriſtian, which 
ic performed after the death of Perzda his Father, _ 
: > id alter 
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after three years of his Raign, was ſlain by reaſon o 


his Wite. So the Kingdom fell to wolferrs the other 
Brother, who being Wedded to Erminilda Daughter 
of 1rcombert King of Kent, was ſhortly after Chri. 
ſtened, and is accounted the firſt Chriſtened King of 
Mercia. This wolferus Conquered Kenwalcns King 
of Kent, and got the Jie of 'tght, and gave it after to 
Sigebert King of the Eaſt- e Angles, upon the condition 
he would be Chriſtened. And ſo the Eaſt: Argh: 
which before had expulſed «Afilerizs their Bilhoy, 
recovered the Chriſtian Faith again under Sgebert the 
King, who by the means of /olferz3 was reduced an{ 
Baptized by Finzanzs the Bithop. 
But to return to Oſzy who was Gentle and liberi 
to the Poor, Devout to God, This King gave 1A 
dans a goodly Horſe with Gold Trappings to calc 
him in his Travelling. Ona time a Poor man meeting 
him, and asking him an Alms, the Biſhop having no 
money, alighted and gave the poor man his Horſe 
Which the King hearing, he was diſpleaſed, Burt the 
Biſhop told him boldly, that he ſet more by a Horle, 
than a Son of e Mary or Son of God, At which 
words the King craved Pardon of the Biſhop, and 
told him he would give him leave to beſtow his Trev 
fare as he pleaſed, Whereupon the Biſhop weeping 
told the People they were unworthy of ſuch a Prince, 
In the time of this Oſwy King of 2 orthumberland, 
he had a Servant called Benedii or Bennet, who wi 
the bringer up of Bede, and rock him when he was 
but ſeyen years old, and taught him during his life, 
This Bennet beiug of a Noble Houſe and Kindred, for- 
{ook all for Chriſt and went to Kome, having been 
there five times, and brought thence many Books and 


beſtowed them ia Monalteries for Deyortzon _— 
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He was the firſt that brought the art of Glazing, which 
was not uſed before neither in Churches or Hoaſes, 
in the year 651. Then began the Controverſy of the 
Scottiſh and Brattiſh Biſhops about the Obſervation 
of Eaſter, again{t the Romnſh order of keeping it. 
One Coleman Arch-biſhop of York held againſt the 
Reman Order, and alleaged the example of their Pre- 
deceſiors, Godly and able men, who uſed to celebrate 
Eafter trom the fourteenth day of the firſt month, ill 
the eight and twenrieth of the fame, and gay: the rea- 
ſon, becauſe St. John did celebrate and keep that day 
ar Epheſus, On the other fide was Fgelbert Biſhop of 
the Weſt Saxons, James the Deacon of Paulinus above 
mentioned, the Abbot of &Kipon and King eMlfred 
Ofries Son with his Queen, all on the ſame ſide, And 
atter diſpute about the buttneſs, one alledging the ex- 
ample of John, the other alledging the example of 
Peter; at laſt one #ulfred having leave of the King, 
made a great Ora:10n to prove the obſerving of Eaſter, 
as the Church of Rome did, bringing Peter, who as 
he ſaid had the power of the Keyes, and of binding 
and looſing, and they were committed by him to 
the Biſhop of Reme, and fo their exampic wag to 
be followed. :ilfred ending his Speech, the King 
asked Coleman, if it was true that the Lord ſpake thele 
things to Perer > and Coleman ſaid, Yea. Then the 
King ſaid to Coleman, can you declare any thing the 
Lord ſaid to you > Then anſwered (oleman, No, 
Then faid the King, both of you agree in this, that 
the words were ſpoken to Peter, and that the Lord 
eave Peter the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven ? 
and they both anſwered Yea, Then concluded the 
King on this wiſe: For as much as Peter # the Door- 
keeper of Reaven, 1 will not gainſay him, but —_— 
orarrs 
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orders in every poenty, for fear when 1 come to heauer 
gates he wall n0t let me tn, but ſhut the pates apainſt me, 
Upon this ſimple and rude reaſon of the King, the 
multitude conſented, and ſo they agreed to keep Eaſter 
as the Rom; Church did, and (Cedda was concent to 
give way, Only Coleman the Scortesh Aica-Biſhop of 
ork in great diſpleaſure left the Realni, and vent into 
Scotland, taking with bim the bones of Aedav:s the 
Scotttſh Biſhop; and ſo ended the great controverite 
about the obleryation of Eaſter. | 

After the death of Ofwye, Egfrid kis Son was King 
of Northumberland fifteen years, who preferred Cat- 
bere tothe Biſhoprick of Farxe, and did diſplace l- 
fred from the Biſhoprick of York, by means of the Bi- 
ſhop of Canterbary, and Cedda poſſciled it, vvno went 
eo Rome to complain to Agztha then Biſhop of Forar, 
and was 1n fome things well allowed, 

About this tine were the Sorth- Saxons converted 
tothe Faith by the preaching of /olferws, being licen- 
fed to preach by the King, And it is obſerved that 
afrer they had received the Faich and were Baptized, 
they had rain, which for three years together they 
wanted, whereby the Country was fruitful which be- 
fore was dry and barren; in ſo much that many climb- 
£d up into the Rocks claſping hands, and threw them- 
ſelves down into the Sea, And whereas they lacked 
the art of fiſhing, Wolfred taught them to make Nets 
to catch Fiſh. | | 

After the death of Egfrid who was {lain in the ſtraits 
of Scotland, ſucceeded Alfred his Brother and baſtard 
Son to Ofwye, and put wilfred into the Biſhoprick of 
Tark1oain, 0s _ _ 

And then Theodorus Bilhop of Canterbury divided 
tne Country of «Mercia into five Bilhopricks, which 
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was agreed upon at a Synod which was call'd at Ha3 


field. The firſt went to Cheſter, the ſecond to Wore 


cefer, the third to Lickfield, the fourth to Criderna in 
Lindſey, the fifth to Dorcheſter, which was after tran» 
ſlated unto Lencoln, | mm 
Near about this time the deteſtable Se&t of Man 
howet Came up in the year of our Lord 666, which 
took ſtrength 221 place, though ſome differ about 
the time, yertnt belt agrees with the number of the 
beaſt ſpoken of in tewvelation. | 
Or this Hahomet cate the Kingdom of the Aga- 
renes cailed Saracens, to whom AAahomer gave laws 
patchtup of 154 Religions and Sects, who held it 
was lawin! r© have mayy Wives, and fo pray ever 
with /:cur face to the Sout?, and to worlhip ſome» 
thing elſe beide God and other blaſphemies; they uſed 
to keep Friday as vie do Sunday, with other fooleries. 
At lengtn this Kingdom of the Saracens was ſubdued 
by the Ters, and atlaft vvholly conquered by them, 
But to ret2rnto our Engliſh Story of the Saxons. 
About this ſeaſon Theodorxs was ſent from Rowe by 
Yitelianus the Pope to be the Arch-Biſhop of Canter- 
bury, and With him divers other Monks of taly, to 
ſet up here in England the Latine ſervice and Maſles , 
with the Litany and other Ceremonies, beſide other 
Popiſh Wares. The faid Biſhop pur out and ia vyhat 
Biſzops he pleaſed, playing, the Rex. Wilfred and 
Cedda he put out, pretending they were not lawfully 
Conſecrated, (though the King had given them ſuffi. 
cient authority) which »3/fred went to Rome, and 
with modeſty complained to the Bilbop of Rowe, but 
was not redrefled, 
In the time of this Theodoret a provincial Synod was 
beldar Thetford, vyherein many things were agreed : 
at 
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That Eſter day ſhould be kept uniformly, That no 
Biſhops ſhould intermeddle in anothers Dioceſs, That 
Provincial Synods ſhould be held every year, That 
the Clergy ſhould be freed from temporal juriſdiction, 
with many other things not much material. | 
 Tnthenext year was a general Council held at Cor. 
fance, wiere Theodor was preſent , under Pope 4. 
gatha, Then was Marriage permitted to the Greek 
Prieſts, but not ro the Latine. | he Latine Maſs was 
confirmed and openly read by the Popes Legate, Ports. 
enſ;s, before the Princes and Patriarch of Conſ?antinop!: 
in the great Temple of Sophy, in the year of our 
Lord, 705. | 
After the death of Alfred King of Northumberland, 
ſucceeded his Son Ofwedus , raigning eleven years, 
After vyhom raigned Kenreaus two years, and nex 
Ofricus after him eleven years. 
In the time of the Reign of theſe four Kings, King 


Tea or Jus Reighed over the reft-Saxons, who ſuc- | 


ceeding Codwallader laſt King of the Britains, began 
his Reign in the year 689, whoſe Ads, Reign and 
Wir is beſide this Story, 

Abour this time was one Czthlacm, whom they 
called Confeſſor, who renouncing the pomp of the 
World, about the twenty fourth year of his Age be- 
came a Monk in the Abbey of Repindor, who went to 
(rowland and built a place to entertain ſtrangers, living 
an Anchorite life. But why he ſhould be counted a 
Saint for it 1 know not. 

Moreover aboutthe ſixteenth year of King 7a, F.- 
thelred King of Mercia, after he had Reigned thirty 
years, was made a Monk, and after was Abbot of Bar- 
nady, About the eighteenth year of his Reign, the 
learned and famous Biſhop Adelmm died, being firlt 

- made 
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| tnade Abbot of Malmibary, then Biſhop of Sherborne, 


who is highly commended for his Learning by »:ians 
of Malmsbary, which his Epiſtles and Poems declare; 
But for the Miracles ſpoken of himand Adlewood, and 
of St, Swithin, letthem go ; as likewiſe the reports of 
fokn of Beverley let them paſs as idle fanftes, In this 
Kings time began the right obſerving Faſter among the 
Picks and Britains, which Beada ſets forth, In or about 
this time came up the faſhion of Shaving Prieſts Crowns, 
nd a great ado there was about it, more fit to be 
iught at than reported, much lefs imitated, 

Letus return to King 74a, who after thirty ſeyen 
jears Reign was perſwaded by his Wife Ethelbarga to 
70:0 Rome and be made a Monk ; which after ſhe 
hd much Jaboured to do, perſwading him to leave 
the World, and could not bring bim to her purpoſe; 
on a day ſhe uſed this deyice : when ſhe and the King 


had reſted and delighted themſelves in a fair Pallace 


(richly hanged, ſhe and the King departed, and on the 


Morrow the Queen cauſed all the Rooms 1n the Pal- 
ice ro be filled with dirt and dung, and in one Room 
cauſed a dirty Sowand Pigs to be put wallowing in the 
Vire ; in the mean while getting the King out of Town 
from the ſtink ; but immediately fauſed him to return 
othe Pallace, and bid him benoid how the Rooms 
were changed from their former delicacy ; and withal 
told him, that though our bogtes were now ( as they 
ately ) beautiful and fair, yer they ſhould turn to dire 
and filth of the Earth, and therefore wiſhed him to 
look for a Pallace which ſhould endure for ever, 
Whcreupon the King reftgned his Kingdom to Erhel- 
tw, and for the love of Chriſt lefr all the pomp of 
the World, and became an aſſociate to the pooreſt ſort 
of men, going to Rome with great deyotion, and his 
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Wife went to the Nunnery of Bark:ng,and ended-the 


reſt of herlife when ſhe had been Abbels of the place 
a certain time. This 7#4- was the firſt, as they (ay, 
that granted apenny for eyery Fire Harth to be pay'd 
to Rome, Which was after called Rowe Scot, or Pity 
pence, which was pay*d long after in England, $y 
much of King 7#a, who yet notwithſtanding made 
ſome good Laws in-bis time. Now let usreturn again 
to Northawmberland Kings. | 


Next Ofricus followed © 'elalfas,in whoſe time were 


many learned men, among whom was Beda, who vrit 
many learned Volumes, and went himſelf ro Rom 
to have them corrected if need -were. - Others deny 
that he was there, but was indeed 1nvited to come 
rhicher, as by the Epiſtle of Pope Sergrzs it doth ap. 
ear, However he was much in cſtimation- amon 
them for his learning, his help being deſired by the 
Court of Rowe about ſome controverſies then depend. 
ingamong them. He departed this lite on Aſcenſion 
day, inthe two and fixtieth year of his Age, giving 
many comfortable exhortations to thoſe that were a- 
bout him. He Tranſlated the Goſpel of St. Johr 1n- 
to Engliſh, and died the fame year that Nothelinus wa 
inſtituted Arch. biſhop of Canterbury, 
This Celzlfzs King of Northurbberland before men- 


tioned, after he had raigned cight years, was madea 


Monk in the Abbey of Farze or Linaefar, called Hol 
Iſand now, by whoſe mean; the Monks might drink 
Wine and Ale, which formerly by the inſtitution of 
Adanus the Piſhop dranknothing but Milk and Water, 
After Celulfas, Egbert raigned, being his Kinſman, and 
Brother to Egbert Biſhop of Nork, who brought the 
Pall again that had been gone ever lince Paulinns left 
that Bilhoprick, and went to Rocheſter, T his Egvert 
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Erected a tamous Library in 29rh, which I with ether 


of the Bilbops would follow. 

About tlie year 747. a Synod of Prelates and Bi- 
hops was called at (loneſhee, in which Synod th&ſe 
things were enaftcd; That Biſhops ſhould hve regu- 
larly and peaceably, That they ſhould go abour their 
Diocels once a year and admonth tteir Abbats to hive 
well, That Scriptures ſhould be read in the Congrega- 
tions, That Biſhops and Pricfts ſhould notmeddle with 
ſecular buſineſs, ' That they Mould not take maney for 
baptizing Infants, Thar they ſhould learn the Children 
the Lords Prayer and Creed i" Engliſh, That the Sab- 
bach ſhould be reverently obleryed and kept, That 
Clergy-men ſhould not be given to drunkennels , 
That Prayers ſhould be made for King and Princes, 
with many otier things to the number of one and thir- 
ty Acts or Laws, Which Ordinances one Cytvers 
Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury ſent to Bonface an Eng/z17 
man and Arch-Biſhop of Mentz,; which Bilbop writ 
to Ethelbald King of Aercia ( which Beda calls proud 
Ethilbald) reproving him for his Adulterous life, But 
he went into Northumberland, exerciling much cruel. 
ty and ſpoil, But Edethim a valiant and itrong man , 
after many conflicts with him, did overcome Zthelbala, 
and was after he had Reigned one and f ty years flain 
by one Beorned, who ſucceeded him in the Kingdom 
of Mercia, and Reigned thirty nine years. 

The Letter of the Biſhop of Mentz. declared the cor- 
rvption of the times, eſpecially of the Nuns and Mo- 
naſteries, in which he was to blame himſelf in ſuffering 
ſuch corrupt liyers ; and yer he wri: againſt chem, 
though notwithſtanding he was an upholder of their 
corrupt dotrine, For from this Bonrface did come 
and iffye forth that doctrine, Thar? rhorgh a Pope was 
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never ſo corrupt in life and led many to hell by by 
example, jet no man was to queſtion him or puniſh 
him. 

In the time of this Arch-®iſhop, Pope Gregory the 
fecond and Gregory the third, as allo Pope Zachary 
and (onftantine the firſt, did great maſteries againſt the 
Greek Churches and Emperours, eſpecially :gainſt 
Phillippicus and Leo, the one loſing bis Empire, the 
other his Eyes and Life. Theſe Popes ſet up Images, 
commanding them ro be worthipr, brough: in reliques 
to the Maſs, offerings for the dead, Priclts Veſtments 
and Ornaments, And Conſtantine was the firſt that 
gave his Feet to be kiſſed by the Emperours. 

ln Epberts time Srgebert reigned over thereſt- Saxons, 
a man very cruel, and tucned the Laws cf his Fore-fa-f 
thers to his own will and pleaſure. Ar laſt he wa 
flain by a Swine-heard in a Wood of an Earls that had 
given him good counſel to leave his cruel conditions, | 
and fo he periſhed by the juſt hand of God, revenging 
the murder he had ſhew'd unto Combranys an Eat), 
whom he had murdered before. 

Srgebert being ſlain, Keiniphins ſaceeded in the yeat 
748, who with the agreement of the Weſf-Saxons Was 
a great doer againſt Szgebert his Maſter, This Ken 
pos kept his Lordthip againſt Offa, tul at length re- 
forttyp to a Paramor that he had at /Aferion, was there 
befet and flain by Clrro bis own Kinfman, who did tf 
in revenge of Szgeberrs death. 

Moreover in the reion of Egbert King of Northam- 
berland, and inthe cigh h ycar of Kenalphus King of 
the reſt-Saxons, Offa, after he had {lain the 1 yrant 
that killed Erheibald King of , Mercia and Uncle to 
Offa, reigned King of that Province. Of which Of 
many things are ſtoried, and many notable Vicories 
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won by him, not to our purpoſe to mention. But Y 
it ſeems ho yever it was, he took diſpleaſure againſt | 
the Citizens of Canterbury, ſo that he removed that 


- See to Lichfield by the conſent of Pope eAdrian, and 

ok after this he chaſed the Brittains into wales, and made | 
inſt} 2 Ditch betwixt England and wales, called Offa's | 
ws Ditch to this day, builiing a Church thereon, and | 


called it Offkirk, and Married his Daughter to Brigh- 


ges : . | 
SN rricus King of che weſt Saxons, 


ues : —- 
— In his time was variance betwixt him and the French 
| men, inſomuch that the Merchants were forbidd n 
that | Ho 

trading, Wherefore he ſent -{/cainus a Learned man 
_ Charles the Great, that was then King of France, 
F z 


c | forpeace, which was effected, and the King had «Fl- 


"— | cainusin great fayour and eſtimation, and after made 
wal ,. Slap 
+. im Abbor of Turoine in France, About the latter 
end of his Raign, Ethelbert King of the Eaſt- Angles, 
ONs, , ho 
no | 2 Fight Godly and Learned Prince, came to the Court 
? | | *f Offa (by the conſcar of bis own Counſel) to ſue 
" FÞ for the Marriage of his Daughter. He came well ace .. 
/ear | <OMpanted, like a Prince, with a great many about 
wah fm But the Queen concelving a falſe ſuſpicion, that 
21]. | be meant ſome violence to her Husband and King of 


Hercia, ſo perſwaded with Offa that night, that the 
next day Offa trained him into his Pallace alone ſepa- 
4 ir þ fate from his Company by himſelf, and there one G#5- 
 Þ berras took and bound him, and fo {truck off his head. 
And fo the innocent Erhelbert was wrongfully mur- 

dered in the year of our Lord 793. Bur ſee the juſt 
"| {and of God on tne Queen,who in three months after | 
| was ſo tormented in her fickneſs, that i.e bir off her | 
fa þ 2n tongue into ſmall bits with her teeth, and ſo 
ries died. 
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at Offa underitanding the innocency of Zthelbert, 
gave the tenth part of his Goods ro the Church of He- 
reford; he allo builded an Abbey at St. Albans, and 
went to 7ome in Penance, andfrom a King was made 
a Monk in the year 794. 

A:iterOf 4 had raigned thirty and nine years, ſuc. 
ceeded 7g frets bis Son, who raigned but four months; 
not ſo much, ſaith Alcnuinas, hoy his own fins, but 
that his Father had fpilled ſo much blood to confirm 
Dim 1n the Kinedom, 

Next Egfretrs ſucceeded Kenulphus i in the Kingdom 
of Mercia, which Kenwlphas retaining the hatred he 
bore to the Cantuarift by reaſon of Cffa, made War 
again{t :nem, where he took Egbert the King ( other- 
wiſe called 7 ren) bound him and Ted him into %er- 
cia, After being mollified to him, in the Church of 
7inchcomb, he brought the ſaid Egbert out of Priſon, 
and 1n the preſence ofmany Dukes and thirteen Bicops, 
enlarged and reſtored him to his own Place again. 
Whereart all the People rejoyced, and the City and all 
Streets rang with j joy at the Kings deliyery, at and Orca! 
Sifts were beltowey upon Karwiphies. 

In ſpeaking of the Biſhops of Rome, mention was 
made of Conſtartire the fuſt, Gregory the ſecond, 
Gregory the third,. and Zachary which depoſed (hu 

aerick, and ſet up Pipinus the French King. Then 
after Zachary , followed Pope Stephen the ſecond, 
\ who, to gratific Pipinus, gave the Kingdom of Ka- 
venna with other revenucs of the Lombarads bordering 
on Italy and Penice, But upon accoun: this may be 
found the donation of {enflantine; for how could it 
be, that the Exarchat of Ravimna ſhould belong to 
the Emperour of Conſtantinople, if Conſtantine had gl- 


ven it bcfore, as alſo lraly to the See of Rome? 19 
this 
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this Pipinnxe, as Polzchron, doth wi-neſs, were ſent 
Organsinto France by Conſtantine Emperour of {on- 
ftantinople inthe year of our Lord 757. 

Next to Step:en the fecond, ſucceeded Par! the frlt, 
who following his Predeceflors, thundred out his 
Excommunicartons againſt the Emperour of {onſtan- 
::nople, for pulling down Images, which was Proſe» 
cated by Conſtantine the ſecond coming to be a Pope. 
He was a Lay-may, and was ſhortly depoſed, and 
thruſt inroa Monaſtery, having his eycs pur out. 

Atter whom fuccceded Srephen the third, ordain» 
ing after that no Lay-man thould be Pope, He con- 
demned the Cuuncil of ' exſtartmople, and ſet up ima- 
ges again, maintaining the {emplcs wherein was com®» 
mitted filthy Idolatrv, 

atrer this Srephen, came efarian the tult, woao 
maintained the uſe of !mages, calling them Lay-mens 
Books or Calenders, He held a Council or Synod ar 
Rome again{t Felix and all others that ſpake againſt 
Images: he covered the Image of St. Peter with a Pall 
of Gold. | 

In }:is time a great controverlic aroſe between Gre- 
gortes Maſs, arid St, Ambroſe his Mais ( {> that the 
Reader may ſec wien the Papiits Maſs brgan,) and by 
a feigned miracle, Gregories Maſs was fet up, and 
Ambroſe his Mais only to9 be uſed at « Aedrolanum 
where he was Biſhop, fo that Grzgorzes Mats was ant- 


| verſally uſed to this day, 


Bur to return from the Popes to tze Emperours. 
As Pipinu the Father of Carolus Ataguus i.ad given 
great denations to the Papal Sce ; ſo this Carole as 
g: confirmed the ſame, ma ing him Prince of Roe 
and 1taly, And the Pope aga'n, to gratitie him, inade 
him Patritinm Romanorum, and gave him the title of 
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Rex Chriſtianiſſimns ; and he bare a great afteQtion 
ever after to -/drian, as by his Letter to King Offa ap- 
pears, ſent by e41cainus, who intreating ofpeace with 
Carolas, he granted the Kings requeſt, and ſends an- 
iwer accordingly. But ſome think rhe cauſe why Ca- 
rolus bare ſuch affeRion to Adrian, was for that Care- 
ſoman his elder Brother being dead, his Wife with her 
two Children came to him to have them confirmed in 


| their Fathers Kingdom, Wherein the Pope to ſhew 


his pelaſure to C arolus would not agree ; but gave the 


Mother with her two Children, and Deſ6derins the 
Lombard King with tis Kingdom into the hands of Ca» 


_ rolus, who led them Captive into France, and there 


kept them in ſervitude all their life. So that Carolss 
Atagnnas being proclaimed Emperour through the pre- 
ferment of 4#dr:i4n and Leo the third which ſucceeded 
Adrian; the Empire was tranſlated from the Grectans 
tothe French men in the year $ox, where tt conti- 
nued a hundred and tixo year's till the coming of Otho 
and Conracas which were Germans, and ſo doth 
continue betwixt them and the « 41marnes to this 
preſent, | 

This (arolus Magnus buile fo many Monaſteries as 
there was Letters in the ABC. ' Heis reported co be 
charitable to the poor, and merciful, giving much to the 
C harch and Churchmen, very valiant in warlike deeds, 
Skilful in all Languages, He held a Council at Frankford, 
wherein was condemned the Council of Nrce, and 
Irene, for {etting up Images; ſo that you may ſee the 
detcſting of images is no new thing, as 1s recorded n 
an ancient Hiſtory of Roger Howedon in Latine, The 
ſubſtance of which in Englihh is this. | 
| Inthe year of our Lord 792, Charles the French 
King fent a Book containing the At of a certain ” 
WS: . :- a | nod, 
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ncd, vvhich Book being ſent to Britain contained 


” things lamentable to conſider, many things incanyent- 
A entand contrary :o true Faith; eſpecially that by the 
« conſent of three hundred Biſhops of the Eaft Church, 
ny it was agreed, that Images ſhould be ſer up and wor- 
- ſhipped, which thing the Church of God hath always 
6 abhorred, And concerning the ſaid Book «Alcnins 
wrote an Epiſtle, proving by ſubſtantial arguments 
- grounded on Scripture, againſt Images ; and in the 
\. | nameand perſon of our King and Biſhops did preſen: 
by itto the French King. 
| Now to return to the Kings of Northumberland 
® | where weleft at Epbert, wiio was made Monk, as al- 
wn ſo (colulphis and Kendred:us. Epbert reigned twenty 
” years; about which time, as alſo Ceolulphus decea- 
ys ſing in his Monaſtery in the year 764, divers great 
p Towns were ſet on Fire as 7:nton, London, Doncaſter, 
"5" | York, and ſeveral Kings ſucceeded one another ; ſo 
, that there was ſuch trouble and turmoils with depofing 
- of Kings one after another, eſpecially the Kings of Nor- 
vx thumberland, that few or none durſt take the King- 
| dom upon them, ſeeing ſa much danger enſuing, ſo 
that that Kingdom of Nortkamberland was void and 
hy waſt thirty three years rogether, After which both 
" that and others of the Saxons fell into the hands of Ep - 
Js, bert King of the FF eſt. Saxons and his Progeny, 1 the 
4, year 827, and 1n the twen:y eighth year of his reign, 


nd Which may further appear by Alcarme bis Letters 
more at large ſet down in the A#s a4 «Mon. 19. 


he 

in | #3; 

by The ſame «Moninus writing to Edelrea King of Ney- 

he : —" 5 
thumberland maketh report of a {trang: fig\rt, that it 

-þ | ined blood in the City of 7ork, wiich lome think 


betokened the coming in of the Daze; into this land , 
I 4 v. hich 
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which they did wi ſeven years after , though 
Brephtricus King of the weſf-Saxons did withſtand 
them, ſending his chief Steward of his houſehold with 
a ſmall company, who after was flain, yet by them and 
help of other the Savors, the Dares were fain to void 
the land 1 in the YCAr 7 YO, 

To this Brightricws King Off « oftered his Daughte: 
in Marriage named Edetburg 4, and ſhe was married to 
him, and by heg he as poyſoned, aS alſo ſome of his 
Iobics; and aftar ſhe ted into France to Ctarles the 
Great ; and being offered to him and his Son, the 
nad veicher of them, but was thruſt into a Monaſtery, 
where ſhe playing the Hariot with a Monk, was ex- 
pulſ:d thence, ad ended her life 1n penury and m1- 
fery, being 2 jult reward for her wickedneſs, Anno 
Dom. 78+ 

As Eae/brurga played tricks there, fo did Irene the 
Greek Empreſs at Conſtantineple, who cauled ConStan- 
7:7e; bones to be taken up and burnt, and the athes to 
be caſt into the Sca, having the aſſiltance of Pope 
Adrian; and ſhe reigning with Conſtantine the fixth 
heron, becauſe he was againlt ſetting up of Images, 
ſhe cauied him to belatd in Priſon and bis eyes to be 
put out | fo crucily, that in ſhort time he died. Ando 
by i his witxed Emp! reſs, Images were ſet up 2gaiN, 
and the Council of Vee decrecing for Images was re- 
ſtored, "Inq hs by Friends being reſtored to his 
dignity, there was called: a Council at Frankford by 
Charles the Great ' aad ſhe was depoſed by 2 iwephorns 
my reigned and expulled her the Empire, who not 
nnlike Edelburoa was condignely puniſhed, ending 
46 cr "fie in milcry. 

Afrer theſe thizos died Offa, after whom did fuc- 
cced ip/er zand tun Aenviphuss after him H1s Son 
Kenulph, 
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ienwiph, who was impoyſoned by Ourrenaa his Siſter, 
after whom ratgned { eo/ulphus who was depoſed and 
expulſed by Bernnulphus, and he again was expulſt by 
zobert King of the Weſt-Saxons, and was after {lain by 
the £aſt-Angles And fo the Kingdom of Aldercia 
came into the hands of the Weſt-Saxons. 

And hitherto vcu may fee the turbulent and con« 
fuſed Reign of the ſeven Kingdoms of the Saxons, 
who after tie expulſion of the Briteazns reigned in ſun- 
dry parts of this Kingdom together unto this time of 
Fbert, by whom 1: pleaſed God to unite all theſe ſcat- 


tered Kingdoms into one uniform model of Monar- 


chical Government and Dominion. And as it begins 
a new form of Government, fo we will begin the 
third Book with the ſeveral Reigns and names of the 
Saxons unto # iM/izm the Conquerour, only giving no- 
tice of ſome things chat cfpecially touch the building 
of ſuch Monaſteries, with the names of the Kings and 
Queer:s that were made Monks and Abbeſles, with the 
Nunnerics built by their ſeveral Kings, 

As ficſt of Paxls Church in London,built by Erhelbert 
King of Kerr, and Sgeberr King of Eſſex, in the year 
604, and ſo of all the reſt you may ſee in the Atts and 
Monuments, pag. 120, All which though they were 
built by ſuch as had received the Chriſtian Faith within 
the ſpace of two hundred years, which they ſeemed to 
do out of a zeal and devotion to God; yet I could 
with they had ſeen the, abſurdity and enormities that 
werebrought into the Church of God, beſide the hurt 
and dammage to their own Souls. 

And ſecondly 1 could wi'h, that to their zeal had 
been jo ned a true and ſaving knowledge of Chriſt and 
the Goſpel, eſpecially in that point of Free juſtifica« 
lon by Chriſt, for lack of which, both the be 

: an 


Lada ) 
and Founders of ſuch places, and the Profeſſors o 
the Monaſtical life, did run the wrong way and werefff 
deceived. For though I donot condemn the zeal ant 
mind whereby they thought they did well in their do. 
ing ; yet the end and cauſe of theſe buildings I cannot 
bur reprehend,being contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt 
for that they did theſe things out of a conceit to meri 
for their Souls, and for the remiſſion of their ſins 
and ſaying their Souls, as may appear by their own Re. 
cords and Charts, and eſpecially 5y that of Erhelbals 
which Erhelbald was the builder of Peterbarrongh 
Minſter, as appears in a Latire Charter granted by the 
King, which ſhews the ignorance and blindneſs of 
thoſe times, that thought Salvation and remiſſion to be 
obtained by ſuch works. And not onl. the King 
were devoted to ſuch Idolatry, but the Queens and 
Queens Davghters, which out of ſuperſtitious ac-; 
count, lef: their Eſtates and were made Nuns ; 
Helda, Erchengoda, Erminda, Kinreaa, Kinfreda, 
Siſters; Edelburga, Ethelreda, Milburga, —_— 
Sexburga, Elfrida, Milondaa, Elfiida, eMuildreda, 4 ” 
fritta, Editha, &c. all which the Church of A 
bath Canonized for Saints, only becauſe they pro- 
| fcſſed the vow of Virginity or chaſtity ( which ctaſti- 
F ty how they kept it, I will nor ſay, and lefs reaſon 
" T haye toſwear for them.) For this is certain however, 
' it is not the Pope can make Saints, but only the blood 
of Chriſt, and a truc Faith 1n him, 4 
As we have declared the devotion of theſe Nobl 
Women, ſo we ſhould alſo intreat of ſuch Noble men 
among the Saxon Kings, who out of like devotion 
gave themſelyes from the world (as they thought 
unto the contemplative life of Monkiſh Profeſſion, 


The Names of whom in the Catalogue of the Sax- 
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Ars of jn Kings before are deſcribed to the number of 


Ww , 
cre@ ine, 


al and 
ral 4 Table of ſuch Saxon Kings as were after 
INNo0tS e Monks. 


hrift, 

ys Firſt, K:nimgelſus King of the Weſt. Saxons. 

| Re. Second, Ja King of the Weſt-Saxons. 

bali Third, Ceolulphus King of Northumberland. 
ill. Fourth, Edbartys King of Northumberland. 
/ the Fifth, Ethelbardas King of «Mercia, 


5 of Sixth, Kenredss King of Mercia. 
Seventh, Off a King of the Eaſt- SAXO0ms. 


0 be 

:nolh Eighth, Sebbr King of the Eaſt-Saxons, 

ſb Ninth, Srgtbertus King of the Eaſt- Angles. 

i. | By theſe Hiſtories it is apparent what mutations 


and perturbations have beenin this Realm of Brettain: 
3 firſt from the &rittsſh Kings to the Romans, then to 
the Brittiſh again, then to the Sax0r5,and to them ſeyen 
4. £:igning ali together, and then to one at the laſt, 

But this alteration hapned not only to the Civil Go- 
vernment, but alſo in the Ecclefiaſtical, For as 1n the 


r0- 
a; Frittains time, the Metropolitan Sce was at London; 
nf foin the Saxons time, after the coming in of Arſtin, 


it was removed to (anterbury, The Catalogue and 
od Þ 2xder of which Metrapolitans, from thetime of Tuſtin 

to Egbertws, is thus, as in the Hiſtory of AMalmsbury 
|: | 15 deſcribed. 


en 

on l. Anguſtinus Sixtecti, 
) II. Laurentius Five. 
N, III. aMelitns Five. 


IV. Juſtus Three. 


V. He- 
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y. FHon9rzns twenty hve. 
VI. Ders-ded:t Md n. 
VII. Theodoras twenty kwo. 


Hitherto ail the Arch-Biſhops of Canterbury frgy 
Aruſiins time were 1taltans or Foreigners, 


VII. Berdtualdas Engliſh » thirty ſever, 
fn his time the Monaſtery of St. 1tartin wa 
builded in Poroberna by Hitfredns and his Bro. 
ther Kings of Kexz. 

iX. Tacuinns Three. 

X. Nothelinms Five. 

Xl. Cubertus Sevenieen. This Cruberty; 
after his death forbad all Funeral excquics or 
Jamentations for him. 

Xl. Breguinus Three. 

XU. Lambrightns or Lambertns, Tn his 
time King Cfa tranſlated the Metropolitan See 
from Canterbury to Lichfieldby the grant of Pope 
CAA) 1a. 

XIV. Ethelardus Thirteen. This Ethe- 
fardus by Pope Leo obtained the Metropolitan 
SEE again ty Canrerbury tor money , as the 0- 
ther did to Lichpeld. | 

XV. Ulfredus twenty eight, 

-X VI. Heolegeldns I hrec. 

XVII. caothns. 

_ During the courle of theſe ſeventeen Arch-Bithops 
of Canterbury there pifled in their times thicty four 
Popes, of wiom before 1s partly declared, 

i. An 
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And thus much you have heard of the ſeven King. 
doms of the Saxons reigning all together 12 England 
from the Reign of Herngiſt ro Egbert, being the farft 
King and Monarch of the whole Land after the expul- 
fon of the PBrettains, Which Egbert brought the 
ſeven all to one intire and monarchical Government. 
Now it remains to treat of the ſeveral paſſages in 
Church and State from King Egbert to 21il:1am the Con- 
queror, comprehending rhe main ſtate of things in 
that time which was about three hundred years, as 
the Hiſtory following doth ſhew. Wherein 1s ſet 
forth the declining Eſtate of Religion and the Church 
un:o the coming ; of Anti-chriſt. For though the 
Church of God enjoyed great quiet by the coming of 
Conſtantine, yet It was not ſo ſafe but that ſecret Per- 
ſecution was in many places by the Deputies of the 
Provinces, though the ſtate of Religion ſtood fate, 
Sathan being bound up athouſand years according to 
th Viſion of St, Jobr in the Revelation, as in the order 
of the Hiſtory is to be ſeen. 


the year of our Lord 795, there was a Noble man 
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The Third Book, Containing th 
next three hundred years, fron 
the Reign of King Egbertus - 
unto the time of William i" 
Conqueror. ll 


Nly letusnote, that before the Reign 
of Edward the Conteſſor, the Darin 
obrained the Crown under theirff 


Captains. ke 

ed 

ho rcioned ni du 

Canintns, who reigned nineteen years, n 
Haraldus Harefoot Son of Canutns four. C 
Hardeknutus Son of Canutus two. I: 
Edward the Confefſor an Exzlz/h man Son of, 
Erheldred four and twenty, be 


Haraldus Son of Ear] Goodaiz an UſſurpetFcal 
ONE. 


ett 

en! 

King Eabertns. Fs 

| de 

In the Reign of Brightricus aforementioned, about yy, 


called 
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called Egbert, of ſome Ethelbert, of others Ethelbright, 
Ebcing ot the Kingly blood, and near to the Crown; 
XY be was by conſpiracy of Brightricus Baniſht the Realm 
and purſued into France, where he indured till the 
death of Brightricus ; which he bearing of forthwith 
ſped into England to nts Country of the Weſt. Saxons, 
thy where he behaved himſelf ſo well, chat he obtained 
the Government of the Kingdom. Bernmiphus and 
OMP others at his coming had this Egbert in ſuch deriſton, 
that they made Songs of him hiſſing and rhiming. 
USE But Egbert took all and ſuſtained it for a time : But 
th when he was eſtabliſhed in his Kingdom, and had 
roved the minds of his Subjects ( God moving with- 
all) gave Bernulphus King of e Mercia Battel at a 
place called Glinder in the Province of Hampton 
Find though th:re was fix to one againſt Fgberr, yer 
-120E throug the Lord giving Victory the day fell to Egbert, 
at} :nd ſo he ſeized the Lord-thip into his own hands, 
nerf From thence he went to Kent, making War with the 
kents/h Saxons, and got the Victory. He alſo ſubdu- 
ed N orthamberliand, cauſing them all to become Tri- 
butaries to him, He alſo took the City of (beſter 
from the #elch-men, which they had kept to that day, 
And after all, calling a Council of his Lords together 
Bit 7 incheſter, he was Crowned King and chief Lord 
1 of of the Land, which before was called Brztrarn : But 
be by his Edits and Commands named ic «Anglia, and 

pet Fcalled the Saxons, Angles. 

In the year of our Lord 833, and about the thirtt= 
ah year of the Reign of Egberr, the Hceathenith Danes 
entred the Land, and made horrible waſt and deſtru- 
tion in 2, orthamberland, and alſo in Linfarne, . mur- 
dering Man, Woman, and Child ; and 1n Kerr catred 
the Ile of Shippey, whereas King Eobers aſſembled his 
Pcople 


out 
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People, and met them at Carrambet, but had not f 
good ſucceſs as before, the King with his Knights he. 
Ing forced to leave the Field. Notwithſtanding the 
nex: time aſſembling a great H ſt of men, he over. 
threw a great number of the Danes, and drave them 
out of the Land again the next year 834: But the 
Danes preſuming of their former Battel wherein they 
had Victory, entred the Land Weſt-ward , where 
joyning with the Brettairs aſlailed the Land of 7pber, 
fo that after this day they were in one place or other 
of the Land, till the time of Hardecanutzs laſt King o 
the Danes blood ; and they allo Married into the Zx. 
glſh ſtock, by which many of the £gliſþ men and 
Women are deſcended. And though they were bez 
ten up and down, yet they gathered new {trength and 
power,ſo that they abode ſtill in one corner or other, 
So that this Land was plagued by five ſeveral Nations; 
Firſt by the Romans; Secondly by the Scors and Pitts; 
Thirdly by the Saxons; Fourthly by the Dares ; Ant 
laſtly by the Normans: which I pray God may be thc 
laſt. In all wbich the Perſecution of this Land conti- 
nued by theſe ſeveral Nations. But King Egbert ot 
Ethelbert, after he had reigned the ſpace of ſeven and 
thirty years, died andlcft the Kingdom to Erhelwnlphn: 
his Son, who was Biſhop of Wincheſter, and a:tcr 
throughneceſſity was made a King. 


King Ethelwulphas, 


Ethelwulphus the Son of Fobert, in his youth was 
brought up and became a Sub- Deacon, after Bilhop 
of 1tycheſter: But after was made King through rhe 
diſpenſation of Pope Paſcha/zs. But that could no! 


be, as Fabian reporteth, for Paſchalis was not Pop* 
ol 
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But upon a true account ot 


of R ome at that time, 
time, it was rather in the time of Gregory the Fourth, 
However he being nuzled up in Monkery and deyout 
in that ord:r, gave much to Holy Church, a his 
Chart in Latine 15 ſct our at Jarge, giying great [Lands 
and Revenues with many liberties and freedoms to the 
Clergy, and freed them from rem-poral Service, as 


you may ſee pzg. 122, So that it appears when the 
Church of Eng/and began to be endowed with Tempo- 
ralties. But one thing is ro be lamented, t' a ſuch 
things were given to the Church upon conceit of me. 
rit, and for the remiſſion of {19, which was quite con- 
trary to the Faith and Doctrine of Chriſt. Moreover 
he continue the Peter pence as King J£a did, and 
cave three hundred Marks yearly to Rome : one to 
the maintaining lights in St. Peters Church, and the 
reſt to the ufe of the Pope. And returning home by 
France, Married Freaith Daughter of Carolas Calvns 
the French King, and, which was contrary tothe Law 
of the eſt. Saxons, gave her the title of Queen, ( for 
it was decreed upon the Murder of Zr:ghtricus by E- 
thelbarga his Wite, that no King: Wite ſhould have 
the name of Queen.) The Father of this Carolrs 
Caluus was Liedovicus *ins, who tad two Wives; © by 
the firſt he had three Children, which were Sons , 
whole names were Lothary, Pipen, Lewis; wihichthree 
Sons with the, Counſel of th: Noblcs depoled their 
Father and incloſed him in the Monaſtery of St. fark 
in the babit of a Monk, patting him as it werein a 
Priſon, and divided the Empire among themlelves, 
But after a while God by bis merciful providence did 
recover the Father to his imperial dignity, :o his own 
honour, and the confuſion of his Enemizs, By his 


Second Wife he had this Charles the bald, whom he 
K had 
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had by this 7-24:th. He was thought to be near allt. 
ance to her, fo that ite might not continue his Wite 
without the Popes diſpenſation, as it after happened, 
For the King, or Emperour rather, having promoteda 
young man named Frederick to be Biſhop of Herechr, 
the Emperour gave him good Counſel, and exhorted 
him to promote the good, and to punith the evil, 
As they {at at Dinner together, quoth the Bithop, | 
thank your Maje'ly for your good Counſel : Bur, ſaid 
the Biſhop, Ipray you of your favour give me leave to 
diſcloſe that to you which hath lain long in my breaſt, 
And leave being granted, they having a #iſh before 
them at Dinner, Pray you, ſaid tie Biihop to the 
King, whether (hall we begin at the head or tail of the 
Fiſh > pointing to the Fiſh ; why, faid the King, wc 
ſhould begin at the head. So letit be, good Lord Em- 
perour, faid the Biſhop, with your Majelty: Let 
Faith and Chriſtianity beginar your ſelf, you being the 
Head, that your Subjc&s may take example, or let 
them ſhew you your error, Wherefore, O Emper- 
our, forſake your unix ful Wedlock which you have 
made with 7adith: your near Kinſwoman, * Which 
words moved the Eing; Bur at preſent all was (ilent, 
But the words uttered in {uc!1an Auditory could not 
be concealed, cipectally among the Biſhops themſelves; 
at Liſt rve Empergur was forced to leave his * ife till 
he had alicence from the Pope of Rome, The King 
notwirthitznding forgave the Biſhop his bojdnels; 
which was paſt: But the Woman hired rwo Knights 
a while after to kill rne Bithoy, which they did. AS 
foon as he had ended his Maſs, waiting their time as 
he came from ir, they flew him in bis Veſtments, 
Some think the Biſhop died a Martyr : But Irathe: 


think hjm to be commended in dying, than the Wo- 
| man 
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man that hired him to be flain. It was then in ufe for 
Prieſts and Biſhops to wear Gold in their Apparel, and 
Veſtmen:s witl! Golden Girdles ; but the King ſend. 
ing to the Pope, King Lews corrected thoſe mildemea- 
nNors and cauiedt them to wear Girdies of ſad or brown 
colours. Some :epnrt many Miracles of King Lews; 
but we let them paſs and r turn to England, whither 
Ethelwolphus returned frum France, in which he con- 
tinued not long. 

The King had about him many Councellonrs, but 
of all two of them ere mot in favour with him, 
Swithinus Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Adelſlanus Bl- 
ſhop ct shirborne. The fir{t of them being more ad- 
dicted to fpiricual affairs than temporal, who was alfo 
School-maſter to the King, whom the King did ſo re- 
verence that he made him Biſhop of #2cheſter, which 
he was canſecratedto by (elnoch Arch-Biſhop of Carn- 
terbur y, | 

This Pope Gregory the Fourth was ſpoken of before, 
and was the ſecond Pope, which ſucceeded after Paſ- 
chalrs, being but four years betwixt them, and after 
followed Leo the Third, and next eAdrian the Firlt, 
and fo to Aarian the Third, till which time it is ap- 
parent that che Emperours had ſome power and {troke 
in the EleCtion of Popes, at leaſt-wiſc in the Confir- 
mation of them in the Papal Seat. Notwithſtanding 
many of them did attempt to bring their purpoſes 
about otherwiſe, butall could do no good till Adrzar 
the Third, as ſhall be ſhewed. Yct however the Em- 
perour did call general Councils and ele& Popes; ſo 
that £.ndovicus or Lewrs called a general Council ar 
Aquiſgrane , wherein theſe things were agreed by 
Pope Greporyand his Aſſiſtants ; viz. That every Church 
ſhould have ſufficient ta find his own Prieſt ; likewiſe 
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Garments of Scarlet or Gold was forbidden, and that Pre- 
lates ſhorld not keep great Ports or Families , or great 
Horſes, nor wear Golden Shooes, by wiich you may 
fee whit Pride and Pomp the Clergy w:s come to, 
In the time of tt.is Gregory tt was cluded, that 
the Feaſt of :/-' aints was brought into the Church, 

Afrcithis Pope came in Pope Serptzs and he brought 
in the altcring of the Names of the Popes, becaule 
he being cited Os Porcr, that is, Snenes Snout, com- 
ing to be Pope he cal'ed bimfelt Serge. He alſo 
brought inthe Agnus Der, commanding it to be ſung 
three | times at the Meſs. 

After him came Leo the Fourth, to whom =helwolph 
committed the tuition of his Son Alured : And he 
brought it to pals that no Clergy-men thould be con- 
demned under ſeventy two Wiinetles, which was pra. 
Qtiſed fince by Stephen Gardiner. And contrary to 
Gregory the Fourth, he ſet up and ordained the Croſs 
to be befet with Gold and precious Stones , and to be 
carried before him, 

And in the next place came the Whore of Babylon 
in her right Colours, not only in a ſpiritual ſenſe but 
literal, For after Leothe Fourth, the Cardinals pro- 
ceeding to election of a Pope as their uſe was, inſtead 
ofa Man Pope they clefted a Woman Pope to all their 
ſhame, (which wss a Whore indeed) and yer the 
ordained Pricits, adininiftred *acraments, conſecrated 
Churches and Altars, { and what not?) beſides took 
upon her to rule En:perours and Kings, and was called 
by the nameof Zoze the Eight, but her proper name 
Was Gilberta a Darch Woma 20 of Magunce, Who went 
with an Engl ſh Monk out of the Abbey of Falda 
unto Hthens. and thicugh wit and learning became 


f2zmous, fo tha; at laſt 0:e was promoted to the Pope- 


dom; 


(133) 

dom, where ſhe fate tie ſpace of two years and fix 
months, andat Jaſt in the face of a general preceſſion 
Fell in travail, and ſo died. By reaſon whereof rhe 
Cardinals come not into that Street where this ſhams 
was committed and done, 

Beneaittusz tac Third was the next that proceeded 
in this Whorith Seat, and he ordained a Dirge to be 
faid for the dead,albeit all Gregory had done to the con- 
trarys 

After him fat 7\[*cholas the Firſt, who did ſo extol 
the decrees and traditions of the Fomane Church, that 
ke made them equal with the Scriptures and writings 
of the Apoltles; and ordained, That no Emperours 
ſhould have any Vote in the Council: touching mat=- 
ters of Faith, that ſo they might condemn or mnurdis 
ſuch as they accounted Hereticks. Secondly, That 
no ſecular Prince or Magiſtrate thould fit in Judgment, 
or have any power over any Prelate, every Pielate be- 
ing called God. Healſo declared, That the Larzne 
Service ſhould be ſet up; only diſpenſt with the Sclavo- 
nians and Polonians,By this *ope vas forbiddenMarriage 
to the Prieſts  Wrnereas Halderick Biſhop of Arshurg 
writa Letter to him to the contrary, and by ſtibltan- 
tial Reaſons and \ rguments proved, that Prieſts might 
not be forbidden Marriage, as appears and is ſet down 
at large in the Atts ana e Monuments, pag. 142, 143. 
Whereby | it appears what was the opinion of learned 
men about Priclts Marriage in that time. 

But. the Reader may obſerve by the way, that by 
Buldericks Epiltle it appears Prieſts Marriage was not 
queſtioned till the time of Nzcholas the Firſk or Se- 
cond, After Necholas was Adrian the Srcond, 7ebn 
the Ninth, - Ffartiny the Second, Adrian the Third, 
Stephen thc Fifth, And by Adrias it was decreed, 
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That no Emperour ſhould have any 50wer or meddle 
inthe eleftion of t e Pope, And 1en the Imperial 
Government began to decay, and. 2 Papacy to {well 
aloft. And ſo muchT thought gooc co mention about 
Romiſh matters, * 

N-w to return to K. Ethelwolph. About this time the 
Danes came in 3gain and did great harm andſpoil in 
Ham(hire, orca. blended and tyranny they uſed in 
Dorſet/hire,  Portſmorth, and other places. Bur tis 
King and Zthelbaldiz his Son made War againſt them, 
anddrave them to Sea apain ; but afrer this they brake 
3n again. Andan ancient Author gives the cauſe of 
theſe affliGions of the Land, who ajcribes tneſe rrou- 
bles :othe fins of the Land : Men generally given to 
pride and cruejty one to another, tie ver, Duke: and 
Barons, andall forts of people forlook the Lord, and 
lefr offto folloy him in the way of true Religion; ſo 
that the Land was never quiet till Y/2/lram the Conque» 
ror came in with his Normans, and ſuboucd all undce 
him. But other two cauſes I find of thee miſerics on 
the Land; the one unjuſtly given, and the ocher juſtly 
exiton. The one given by Osbright reigning under the 
Saxons in tis North parts, ah on a time riding 1n 2 
jJourncy tuned inoan houſe of one of I1s Nobles, cai- 
le! 'reper, he beiny notat home, his Wite oave him 
ertiriamment, ſhe being a Woman of great Beauty. 
After Dinner Osbrighkt allured her to a ſecret Cham- 
ber, and there did forcibly raviſh her , who being 
greatly diſmayed thereat, complained to her Husband 
at his coming home of the great violence and injuty 
was offered her, Brewer thereupon goes to the King, 
refigning ſuch Jands and poſſeſſions as he held of 
him, and fo wen: into Denmark where his bringing 
tp had Deen, and where many great men were that 
by _ wcCre 
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wer: his Fri-nds, and made his moan. to (ordanmus the 
King, dc firing revenge of this grear injury againſt him 
and his W/ fe; who hearing oof was 9giad of ſuch 
an opportunity and occafſton of revenge, and forth- 
with raiſed a great Army, and ſpeedily preparing ſuch 
neccſfaries as an Army required, ſent 1n4#a and Habba, 
two great Captains, who arriving 1n Holaerneſ; burnt 
the Countrey and killed all without mercy, marching 
towards Tork, and gave Battcl to Osbright, where he 
and the mnſt part of his Army was {lain, and the Dares 
entred Yorb taking poſleſſion of the City, But in the 
end the King Fthelpo/ph , after he had chaſed the Dares 
from placeto place, letr land and lite, leaving behind 
him four Sons who reigned alt in order, #:helbaldrs, 
Ethelbrum, Ethelredus, eAnredus. 


King Ethelbald. 


This King fuccecding [EN Father Ethelwolph in tho 
Province of the eſt. Cane , Ethelbert rcigned in 
Kent for the ſpace of five years together, one with the 
other. Burt Zthelbald in the year 857 lefr bis intamy in 
Stories, marrying with his Step-morher named T4- 
dith, *trer thele two ſucceeded Ethelred the third 
Son, w be vyvas much incumbred with the Danes in Yorke 
ſhire, where they burnt and ſpoiled the City of Wrk, 
having in one year fought nine Battels againſt them 
with the help of his Brother Alared, The Danes n0:- 
withſtanding entred the E aft- inoles in Nor folkand Sufe 
folk, doing great ſpoil in the year 867, i he Nor- 
thumberlanders rebelled againſt the King, fo that the 
Land was much wceakned, and the Danes {t 'engrhenea. 

In the year 870, the Danes with full Sails took their 
courſe and failed into the Caffe Anples into Norfolk 
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and Suffolk; 2nd came as far as Thetford: But Edmund 
King of that Coaſt aſſembled a mighty Hoſt and 
them Battcl; but he was forced io leay. the Field and 
betake himſelf ro Framingam Caſtle, whither the 
Danes purſued him, and he was there by 12q#4a and 
Hlnbba demanded his treaſure, and wilkt to deliver 
himſelf and his to them that were come with an un- 
conquered Army, or otherwiſe he ſhould be unwor- 
thy of Life or Reign: But Eammund hearing the proud 
Pagans Semands conſulced with his Friends what 
was belt ro be done ; at laſt Edmund tent them word, 
tnat Edmrnd a Chriſtian King would not ſubmit himſelf 
to a Pagan Duke , unleſs he would tnrn Chriſtian, 
_ after the Danes approaching and the King pittying 
e {hnghterof hi is people, fled to St, Edmundsbary, 
al b:1rg cnvironed with Enemies on every fide 
erieving to ſ-c the {anghter of his People, ſubmitted 
himſclf ro them ; and for that he would not deny 
Chriſt and | is Laws, they bound him to a Tree and 
cauſed himro bc ſhot to death, and {mote ofthis head 
al flung bis body in :n© buſhes; bur it was taken 
up after "by ſome of his Friends od buried. But his 
Bruihr Eduoldus, the next Hicir , ſetting afide the 
Po-p and pleaſurc of the world, became a Hermit 1n 
the Abbey of Cermmin Dorcetſhire. 

A frer the oeath or Martyrdom of £daarnd, the Danes 
procitded ang tons the Town of Reading : But within 
raree das, as ſome report, the two great Captains 
inqua and Haven tek: :g abroad for preys and booties 
were ſain by the Sa Xs, ſo that they were forced to 
Ecep cloſe together with their Forces. But being met 
with by Ethelred and Alurcd his Brother, they were 
diicomfited and driven to their Caſtle again. But ater 
te King commiriing the charge to Erhelvold, and be 
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being departed, the Danes burſt in again upon Duke 
£tbelwold, being unprovided for them, and ilew him and 
his People. 

{hen came Oſric King of Penmari, and landed at 
a place called .4/) don, againit whom Erhelred and 
cAlnred entred fight, the King ſtaytrg behind them 
at his Service ang Prayers, Ibe King being delired 
to make {peed to the Battel, would nor ſtir, but mind- 
ed his Devortton till all was ended. In the mean time 
the Danes ſo fiercely aflailed « 4/ared and his men, 
that they won a Hill, the Chriſtian men being in the 
Valley in danger of loſing che Field , nevertheleſs 
through God and the man-hood of the © hriſtians, 
the King coming in ith treth ſupply of men recover- 
ed the Hill from rhe Infidels; to that they loſt not 
only that days Victory, but the next day they loſt 
moſt of their lives, inſomuch as King Ofr7:c& and five 
of his Dukes with many of their Pcople were flain 
and chaſed as far as Keading Town; But within fifteen 
days they reaſſembled t-eir * rmy, came and mer the 
King at Baſing flock; But the Danes had t''e better at 
that time. But the King gathering fr.th *ouldiers, 
met che Dances in two months ſpace at a place called 
Merton where he gave them Batrel, where much 
People was ſlain on both fides bo:h Chriitiars and 
Danes, at length the D4nes had the better, the King 
being wounded, ſaved himſelf by flight. And ſuch 
forrow and ſpoil by the Daxes followed, that, as the 
itory ſaith, many did deſire rather honeſtly to dye, 
than to live as they did, and the King himſclt not long 
aiter deceaſed , after he had) reigned eight years, ſome 
lay bur five, In whoſe time though there vas great 
troubles and blood-ſhed, yet being Religiouſly in- 
clined, he builc the Colledge or Houſe of Canons at 
 Excrers 
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Exeter, and was buried at the Abbey of 1:zbrrne o; 
Woburne. Aﬀter whoſe death having no iſſue of his 
body, the Land fell to Alzred his Brother, in the yea; | 
ot our Lord 872, 


King Algured. 


Among all the Saxon Kings none to be compared 
9 this Alured or eAlfred, who was eminent for the 
fingular qualities in him, as alſo his Valiant ags in | 
War, prudent in all «ffaires. Conſider him in his 
Godly and excellent vertues, he was very zealous, not 
only a defire in him of knowledge and good learning 
as to his own particular, but endeavouring to ſetit } 
up in the whole Realm, 

To begin with his a&ts concerning the Realm: In 
the beginning of his Reign ſeeing his Nobles and Peo- 
ple much decayed by the former War in vis Brothers 
Reign, he ſent out and gat ered his ſtrength as well 
as he could, and in the ſecond month of his Rejen, 
met the Danes at a place called // zlronw, where he gave 
them Battel; bu: being over-born by multirudes had 
the worſe, yet not without great ſ[:aghter of the Þa- 
gan Army : yetthe King was forced to make a compaQt 
with them to d part the Weſt. Saxons, and having fo 
done, they went to London, making Peace wich Ha- 
laden their King, and took Truce with the « Mercians, 
Next year they removed from London to Lindfie rob- 
bingand ſpoiling the Country, and joyning with three 
of their other Kings, Sendril, Oskerel, and Hamman, 
they grew to a mighty Hoſt and Army, where di- 
viding themſelves, one part of them went to Nor- 
thumberland, the other Wintering about Grantbreape, 
in the fourth of the King. In the which year King 
| | | | Aifred 
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Alfred his men had a confli& at Sea with {ix of the 
Daniſh Ships, whereof one they took, the other fled 
Yeat Y away. 

In this year alſo went Rollo the Dane into Normane 
I 4, where he was Duke thirty years, and after was 
Baptized in the Faich of Chriſt, and was named Robert, 

being tie firſt Duke of Normanay. 
ircd Y Inthenext year 879, the Danes having rule in the 
the I North of England, diſdaining that Alfred ſhould rule 
510 Fin the South part, with their three Kings marched 
his F South-ward to (hipenham in weſt-Sex, and divers of 
not F the Nobles, ſome went beyond Sea, others ſubmitted 
ing I and left the King ; fo that the King was forced to flee 
tit E into a Wood in Somerſer-ſhire with ſome of his No+ 
bles, the King being entertained in a Swine hezrds 
Is F Houſe, and there cheriſhed, whom after the King did 
e0- Þ reward, ſetting him to Learningy and after made him 
ers I} Biſhop of #incheſter. But after this, as ſome ſtories 
ell report, the King put himſelf upon a {dangerous exploit: 
30, I Apparelling himfclf in the habit of a Minſtrel, being 
ave I skilful in Muſick, as alſo ready in Saxoz Songs and 
12d I Poems, with kis Inſtrument of Mutlick he cntred the 
'a- I Tents of the Danes lying then at Eddendun, and 
act ſhewing his interſudes and ſinging bis Songs, hill 
ſo }| cſpyed the floth and idleneſs of the Danes Army, and 
4- & heard much of their Counſel: and when he had ſeen 
75, | the manner and order of the Danes lying, came to his 
b- | Nobles again, and ſhewed them what he had ſecn, 
© I and conſulting with his Nobles, a little after the King 
7, Þ with his Army fell ſuddenly in the night among them, 
i- Þ and 0: w and diſtreſſed a multitude of them, and chaſ- 
7- | ed them away from that Coaſt, infomuch as he youd- 


7 | cdthe Country of them. His Subje&s ſeeing them- 
Ss | {ves reſcued, reſorted to him, ſo that with their 
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aſſiſtance he won 22chefter and other good Towne | 
from them, and forced trem to +rticjes of Peace; 
whereof one was, that Gertrem their king thould be 
Ciriſtened, 2nd that as many as would not urn Chi. | 
ſtians, ſhould depart the Land, and void tbe Counrry, 
Which Grerirum went to rimcheſter and | as Chriſte. } 
ed, King Alfred being God-tather named him -1thet. | 

one, Wo atter gave the King the Countries of Nor. | 
forlk and Suffolk ; and many that would not be « hri- Y 
ſtians departed the Land. So that the King had all | 
the Eaſt- Angles 19 his Obedience, After the Kirg ſet 
himſelf ro build and repair Towns, as Shaftsberry, | 
the Monaſtery of Etheling ; he Founded and endowed 
the rich Church of (ztbert in Dirham. The fifteenth } 
year of the King, the Danes coming out of France, 
entred the Land again, and came as far as Rocheſter, | 
built a Fort 2gainit is, but were beaten down again | 
by the Citizens, King Alfred coming upon them | 
made them leave many of their Horſes behind them, 
and flee to Sea; and ſo the King returned to London 
vain after he had purſued them, and taken fixtcen of | 
their Ships. After Ethelſon's death King of 7\ orfol, I 
who was Chriſtened, the Danes Rebelled and brake Y, 
into the Land in four places, but by the King and his 
People were driven into North-'ralcs, robbing and 
ſpoiling till they came to Cheſter, which the Kirg won | 
from them, and draye them to Sea again. Then the 
Danes taking a courſe by Sea, fled to Lewy in \uſſex, 
and came to Le7s Port, and built a Fort upon the Ri- 
yer twenty miles from London, But the Londoners 
manned out a Company of Souldiers, and puz tte 
Dares from their Tower or Fort, and beat it down to 
the ground. So that the Land was plagued with 
three Judgments all at once, War, Famine, and Pe- 
| | _ _ Mence, 
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J'or bindred by War or other publick buſineſs, 
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Fiience, In the twentieth year of «fred, the 
Det ;es d,vided their Holt again, part into N orthuns 
{ a "d N orfolk, other fail ed into France, others 
ww 4 "xo, where they had divers conflicts by 
i Land, divers of the Canes being tcken, ſome 
:1:3:11oncd, and ſome Hanged, with thirty of their 
Sb1ps taken inthe year 299. 
ſhen Aifred had reigned nine andrwenty years 


F 


Y and 11x months, he changed this mortal iife for an ime 


mortal, Many vertues were noted in this Kinp, but 
one acnong tÞ« reſt « Bſervable, Being a young man, 
and inclined « » youthtul Infts, he defied of Lord 
to ſepd nun tome fi kneſs, or lome way or other to 


E uichim fo as the fire of luſt might.-be quenched in 


himſelt, that ſo he might be more profitable to the 
Common-wealth, fitter for the Service of Gcd, and 


mid the puolic bufizeſs unto which God had called 
him, 


For his Charity he divided his Goods after this 
manner; One part he gave for Civil uies, the other 
or Eccleſiaſtical, ancther part for building Houſes 
How well he ſpent his time 
's recorded thus: Eight hours he ſpent in ſleep and 
bodily reſt, other eight he ſpent in Study and Learn» 
ng, other eight in Prayer and &lms-deecs, 1f he was 
He 
#lo provided for the ſecurity of his Subjects 1n travel- 
ing about their neceflary occaſtons, taking a courie 
painſt Thieves and Robbers, and for dirccion in 
heir way, ſet 1n every croſs way a broach of Silyer, 
ir gilded, that none durſt take down. 

When Learning began to be taught public:lv, he 
lt up Schools, one at Cheſter, and an Univerſity at 
Granceter hard by Cambridge, and other places, He 
auſed Books to be Tranſlated out of Laine into Engs 
ts/h, 
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6ſp, and ſent for Learned men out of other Coun: 
tries; cauſed David's Plalms to be turned into Engliſh, 


The Univerſi ity of Oxford was firſt Founded by him. | 
Thus ti41s yertuous wife Prince Governing the Realm | 


twenty nine years died , having two Sons and three 


Daughters, whom he he to their Books, Eamon! 
the eldeſt ſucceeded him in the Kingdom ; Ethelword | 
the ſecond died before his Father ; Ethelpora his fe. | 
cond Daughter was made a Nun: the two other, | 
one was married to the Earl of Flanders, the other in 
. Aderceland. 

But to leave our Story of the Kings and come to Re. | 
21h mattcrs, and begin where we lefr at Stephen the | 
Fifth, Great centroverſie aroſe about the ele&ion ot | 
Popes,fo that in nine years there were nine Popes. Great 


Schiſms -aroſe in the Church ; ſo that whether there 


were not errours among the Popes | leave the Reader 


to judge, one ſetting up and pulling down ano- 


ther, {o that Formoſzs the Firit was choten Pope, and 


after five years government #fonifacizs the Sixth, who 
continued but twenty five days, then Stepher the Sixth 
who ſo hated Formoſes,that he alteredall hisDNecrees,and 
after he vvas dead cauſed his body to be taken up, and 
cut off tyvo of his Fingers and caſt them into Tyber, 
burying his body in a Lay-mans Sepulcher. 


Next came Theodoras the Second , vvho took part | 


vvith Formoſus againſt Stephey, 

Then John the Tenth came, and fought acainſt the 
Romans and confirmed Formoſys bis D+crees, "and held 
a Synod at Ravenna of ſeventy four Biſhops, who 
burned Stephens Decrees and Aﬀts. He lived not two 


years. 
Then came Benediftns the Fourth , who kept the 


Chair three years, after whom came Leo the Fifth 
yyho 
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who after forty days of his P-pacy was by ſtrong hand 
carried to Prifon by Chriſtop%er his houſhold Chap- 
hain, whom he had nourtihed up in his own houſe 
long : which ©:1ng was not done, faith Platina, with= 
out great bloodtihed. 

This {hriſtopher was Pope the ſpace of ſeven 
months, and -as hoiied from his Seat by Sergzns, As 
Chriſtepher had ſerved his Maſter, 

This Sergeas is reported to be a proud cruel man and 
unſearned, who for ſuch cauſe 3ad been put back from 
the Papacy by Formſus, and in revenge of that he 
cauſed Formoſus body to be taken upagain, and three 
more of his Fingers to be cut off and his body to be 
caſt into the Sea, which was taken up by Fiſhermen 
and brought to che Temple of St. Peter, At the come» 
ng in of which the Image ſtanding by bowed ( if you 
will believe a fabulous miracle, common among the 
Papiſts.) By this Sergizs came in the cuſtom of bur. 
ning Candles, and bearing them about on Candlemas 
day ; as alſo the Purification of ary, as if by cone 
ceptton of the Son of God in her body, it did receive 
any corruption from him, 

Then came {naſtaſins and fat two years, And then 
ollowed Lanao, Father of John the Twelfth, whole 
Jarlot at Rome was one Theodora, who had a Daugh- 
ter named Afazoria, who had by Sergrus as is thought 
2 5on called Fob the Twelfth, The ſame J1acorie 
was married to Gzido Marqueſs of Tyſcia; the by 
means of her Friends at Kome, cauſed Pope john the 
Eleventh to be ſmothered in his Bed with a pillow 
aidro his month, reigning thirteen years; and ſo John 
the Twelfth her Son reigned in his ſtead. But the 
people of Rome not agrecing to his election, Pope -_ 
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the Sixth was ſet up in hisplace, who reigned only fe. 
yen months. 

Then came Stephen the Ninth who was poylſoned, 
and John ſet up again, and after him came Step en the 
Tenth, who raigned three years and eight months, 
Pope Martin eight years and fix months. And after 
him Pape Anepatus the Second, reigning eight years 
and fix montns, About whole time came in and begun 
the -rder of Monks, called Ordo (lamacenſis, But 
nowto leave theſe monſtrous matters of Foxze, and re- 
turn to England where we left, 


King Edward the Elder. 


After the Reign of King Alfred ſucceeded his Son 
Edmard \urnamed the Elder. Where you muſt nor: 
that before 1 il/tam the Conqueror there were three 
Edwards; 1. Edward the Elicr: 2, Edward the Mat- 
tyr. 3. Edvard the Confcflar , of whom more 1n 
their places, 

This Edward began his Reign 1n the year of our 
Lord 901, and governed the Land right valiantl; 
teweny four years, Though in Learning be was not 
to be compared to his Father, yer in Civil affairs prue 
dent, in warlike affairs excelled his Father, recover- 
ing the Kingdom of wales, asalſn Vorfolke, Suffolk, al 
Merceland, Eſſex and Northumberland, In tis days 
his people wer: ſo expert in war, that upon the break- 
ing in of any Enemies they would not ſtay for the 
King, but would encounter them themſelyes. Among 
the adverſaries of this King, Clito King Edwards uncles 
Son Hed into the INorth, and raiſed an Army, joyning 
himſelf to che Danes inthe year 904, deſtroying and 
ſpoiling all before them, taking the Town mY 

urtl 


OR OY EE" PwY 


(145) 
barn, (poiling as far as about Kirkland, paſſing ovee 
Thames, and after returned to NW or folke, ſlew many 
of King Edwards men tarrying behind King Edwards 

Holt. "Soon after the Hoſts meeting between the two 
Dicches of Zdvard Land, after a long fight with the 
Danes, ( lito Ethelwold (torſo was his name) was ſlain, 
as alſo many of his Army, the reſt conſtrained to ſue 
tor peace. 

But in proceſs of time in the year 913, the Dares 
breaking their promiſes and Articles afſembled a great 
Hoſt of men and met the King in Staffordſhire at T oterre 
hill, and ſoon atter at Woderſield, at which two places 
the King flew two Kaights, two Dukes or Earls, be. 
iides thouſands of the common ſort, which came 
out of Northamberland, that were got thither to 
Battel, 

After the rage of the Danes was aſſwaged .. 
King ſet himſelf to repair ruinous places, Towns and 
Caſtles; where the Danes had been, as the Town of 
Cheſter, which was encompaſſed wich Walls and a double 
Ditch, hemuch enlarged it ; and at- Hereford he buile 
a {trong C aſtle, another at the mouth of the Avon, 
another at Buckingham, as alſo atthe River Owſe. He 
buile the Towns of Toceter and igmore ; he allo 
made a Caltle hard by the 7 rent at the old Town of 
Nortinoham, and built a new Town on the South ſide, 
and made a Bridg berwixt the two Towns. He alfo 
cid repair the City of Hancheſter. 

And in all this he bad the advice of E/flzda bis Siſter, 
who was married to the Duke of Hercia, and being 
in travail of a Child and delivered, would neyer af« 
ter be brought to uſe the company of ter Husband, 
ſaying, 1t was not fit a Noble Woman jiould nje ach 
fieſhly likeng or ations whereof ſo great ſorrow cams. Yet 

L, though 
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though ſhe was ſo tender, fo valiant in war was (he, 
that fighung with the Dares (he expoſed her ſelf to 
ſuch danger, that four of her " 01ghts were ſlain uy 
her ; and (he was after a great helper of her Brother 
in building and repairing Towns and places, vvith ma- 
ny Caſtlcs, as Tamworth, Lici field, Stafford, Warwict, 
Shrewsbery, lincoln; made a Eridg over Severn, called 
aftcr, Brimsbery Bridg. 

As touching the I.aws of this King and his Father 
Alfred, I give the Reader to underſtand that concer- 
ning the Eccleſtaſtical Laws it was not in the Popes 
power alone ro make Laws; the King alſo had 
power of preſcribing and making Laws to the Clergy, 
and did order and intermeddle in ſpiritual matters, and 
it yyas not in the hand of the Popeonly, as by theſe 
following Laws may appear. | 


St guts Fornicettr Cum Uxire aliena, &c. 

St quis in quairageſima ſanitum velum im pablico vil 
lecfo, &c, 

Ut Chriſtian: L-um adiligant & paganiſmo renuncient, 

Ss guts Chriſttanit tem mutet, &C. 


Sz qr1zs oramnatus ſa ru furetur, &c. | 
Sz Presbyter ad reftum terminumſanitum Chriſma,e&c, | . 

St duo Fratres vel copnatt cam una aliqna formcen- ; 
Itr, OC. F 

By all which it appears, the diſpoſing, order and a 
governing of the Church in thoſe days depended not : 


on Monſieur Pope, but upon the Kings of England 
that then governed the Land in ſuch ...atrers. + þ 

To this alſo King Edward himlelf gives teſtimony, : 
who with Pleimnndus Arch-Biſhop of Canterbary and 
other Bilhops aſſembled in a Synod, aſſigned ſeven | 
| Biſhops | 


nd 
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Biſhops 1n ſeven Mctropolitan Churches of the Land. 
The firſt Fredeſtorn, th: ſecond Adelſion, the third 
wWerſtam, the fourth Adelbelm, the fifth Edulphus, the 
ſixth Berneges, the ſeventh Kenulphus ; in which Ele- 
Qion to theſe places the Kings authority was ſufh- 
cient, 

This Edward reigning four and cwenty years, had 
three Wives, whoſe names were Egwin, Elfled and 
Ethelwid. By the firſt he had Athelſton or Adleſton 
who ſucceeded in the Kingdom. His Danghters 
were Married to Dukes and Great men, by whom 
they had many Children. His own Daughters 
he ſet to Spinning , and his Sons to the Study of 
Learning; #t quaſi Philoſophs ad gubernandum rem- 
publicam, non jam rudes procederent, &c. thinking by 
Philoſophy and Learning they were moſt fit ro Goyern 
the Common: wealth, 


King Athelſton, or Adleſton. 


Athelſton after the death of his Father began his 
Reign in England, and was Crowned at Kingſton, a 
Prince worthy of Love, and Famous in War, difcree: 
in Governing the Realm, reducing 1t into the Obedi- 
ence of ane Monarchy. He expelled the Dares, ſub- 
dued the Scors, and quieted the elch-mer, as allo 
Crnwal. The firſt Enemy he had was #lfred#us, who 
with a faction of ſeditious perſons conſpiring in /7 2n- 
cheſter ſoon after the death of his Father, went about 
to pur out his eyes: But eſcaping that danger by the 
help of God, he was delivered. Eifrid being accuſed, 
went to Rowe to purge himſelf by his oath, who 


{zearing ( or rather forſwearing himſelf) to be clear 
jof the deed , ſuddenly fell down upon his oath tak» 
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ing, bcing iadecd guilty - But he was carried to the 
Engliſh Houſe in Rome, and in three days after de- 
parted, Whereupon the Pope ſent to the King to 
know it he would bave him to have Chriſtian Burial; 
and through pcr{waſton of Friends and Kins-folks it 
v.as condeſcended unto by the King that he ſhould be 
Baried.in Chriſtian Burial, Though there be no Au- 
thors report this 5, yet inthe Kings old deed in write- 
ing found in the Manaſtery of Afalmsbary it ſeems to 
be true, pap 133, 

In tie ſecond year of the Reign of this King 972, 
the King. Married Sethiriczes King of the Danes own 
Siſter, whereby a Peace was made betwixt the Engliſh 
and Danes, whereof mention hath becn made in the 
year 972. After he died; after whoſe death King 
e-Lhelſtor: leized on that Province of Northumberland, 
putting out the Son of S:ithiriczs called Alanus, who 
with bis Brotter fled into [reland, the other to (on- 


ftantine King of the Scots, But when the King bad 


ſubdued Norihamberland, he in ſhort time made 
Conſtantine ſubje& ro him. But Conſtantine ſubmit- 
ted himſclt in ſo humble manner co the King, that the 
King rei:ored him to his former dignity ; Saying, It 
was moie Honour to make a King than to be one. 


"I on 
Bur aſter the King of Scots brake Covenant with Athel- 


fton ; wherefore he aflembled his He Y pathering his 


knights togetticr, and made to Scorlang, bringing them 
into Subjc&tion and returned to Erelend ag 311 wirh 
Victory. And ſome fabulous ſtories' are reported of 
the King which we omir. But Alanm before ſpoken 
of flying into Scotland, Marricd {onftantines Daugh- 
ter, by whoſe ſtirring a Company of Scots and Danes 
entred the mouth of Humber with ſix bundred and fif- 


teen Ships, whercof Athelſton ar 1 his Brother Edmmnd 
haying 
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naving notice prepared their Army, joyning Butel at 
a place called Brammine or Breinford; where fight- 
ing from Morning tili Evening, after a terrible Battcl 
and great {lzughter on both ſides, as ever was ſeen in 
England, the Victory fell to King Athelſfon, there be- 
ing flain five ſmall and under Kings with Conftantime 
king of Scots, twelve Dukes, with moſt part of the 
ltrangers they had gathered, And here you bave 
another fabulous ſtory reported, that King Athelſtons 
Sword fell into the Scabbard of its owN accord at the 
Prayer of Octo Arch Piſhop of Canterbury, Alter 
which Battel the North Brettains and the Scors were 
quieted, andat Hereford were forced to pay the King 
yearly tribute of twenty pound weight of Gold, and 
a three hundred weight of Silver, Beſides many head 
of Cattel, Hanks and Dogs a certain number. And fo 
the King went into Cornral and Excerer, and con- 
quered the South Brzttains, and ſo returned. | 
But among all the valiant as of this King, one 
blemiſh and blot Iycs upon him about the murder of 
nis Brother Edwin, The occaſton was this: King Ed- 
ward their Father as he was onatime in his Journey 2 
Hunting in his youth, coming by a Town or Grange 
where he was Nurl<d and brought up, of courtelic 
went to ſce his Nurſe, where he efpied a Damſel very 
beautiful called / pwzna, who being a poor mans 
Daughter, lad a Viſion that out of her Womb 
thould ſpring a great light, which ſhould after en- 
lighten all £npl/and, ( which after came to paſs.) Baur 
upon the Viſion ſhe was taken and brought up dainti. 
ly by her Parents in hope of ſome good to enſue, as 
after it came to paſs, For Edward that night begat 
of her this eAthe/fon, who being baſely born and 
tearing his Brother Edwin that his Father had being 
ke L 3 Lawiully 
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lawfully Martied, and alſo incenſt by bis Batler, his 
Brotber Edwin being young, notwithſtanding his in- 
nocency and Purgation of himſelf, +4 thelſton cauſed 
him to be fct in a Boat only vvith one Squire in the 
broad Sea, yvhere the young Prince being young and 
tender, and fearing the Waves that did riſe, as alſo the 
vvind, vvas truck vvith ſuch fear as he caſt himfelt 
Over- board and vvas drovyned. But the Squire ſhifts 
ing for himſclt ſaved him{clt and got the bod of his 
Maſter and brought it to Sandnzch and there buricd it. 
For which the King was ſtruck with great repentance 
for the ſpace of ſeven years together, andar length 
was revenged of the accuſer of his Brother, which 
was the Cup-bcarer to the King Ir fo fell out, that 
at Dinner one day the Cup bearcr bearing a Cup of | 
Wine to the Table, chanced to ſtumble, and bad 
fallen had not one of his Legs helped the other, Upon 
which he merrily ſaid, See how one Brother Can help 
another, Which the King hearing, faid little, but 
barc it ic mind till after Dinner, and then ſent for him, 
and commanded him ro Execution preſently ; a jult 
reward for ſuch falſe accuſers and incenſers of Kivgs 
agatnit Brethren. 

Bur beſide the ſeven years Penance the King made, 
he built two M--naſteries, one at eMedleron, and 
the other at e Michelmes. By the way you may ſec 
the cauſe of building ſuch places, which was for the re- 
miſſion of ſins, and hope of merit. Pur how ſuch 
chings ſtand with the Goſpel, let the Reader judge. 
This a& of the King made him more tender and care- 
ful of the reſt of bis Brothers and Siſters, which he 
beſtowed to great Matches. One he gave to Sithir:- 
es King of Northumberland, another to the King of 
Alain, envther ro the King of eAquitain named 
| Lemi:. 
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renzs, And then began Ocho King of {lnain to be 
Emperour of the Germanes, which Empire he tran- 

lated from France, having been there kept a hundred 
- fitty years, to Germany, where it hath fince con- 
tinued, A fourth of his Siſters he married to Fxgo 
King of France, being a Virgia of ſingular Beauty 
and dein o lent by Athelſton inco Fr amin the King " 
France {ent eAthelſton many precious Jewels, alſo the 
Sword of C onftantime with his Name engraven 10 Gold, 
{weet Odors, and one of the Nails that pierced Chritt, 
(if you will believe it ) and other Reliques, 

This King made many good Laws and Conſtitutions 
as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil ; ſo that you may ſee all 
was not in the Popes power, but: that the Kings of 
England had power to make Laws without him. This 
King commanded his Subjedqs to pay tythes to holy 
Church, which he did himſelf of his own goods. He 
ordained Laws againſt Robbers, ſo that any above or 
twelve years old thouid not be ſpared. Other Laws 
he ma'ie to the number of thirty five, He reigned 
lix:een years, and havingno iffue, his Brother Edmund 


ſuccecded him in the year of our Lord 940. 
King Edmund, 


Tais Edmnna Son of Edward the Elder by his third 
Wife, being of the Age of twenty years entred hts 
Reign, who had by his Queen Elgina two Sons, Fa- 
win, and Edoarus firnamed Pacificus, who reigned 
after bim. He continued his Government ſix years 
anda half, By him were the Scors and Danes expelled 
the Land, as alſo the Normans and other Foreign 
Enemies. The King giving himſelt ro build and repair 
Cities that came into his hand, as Lincoin, Nottwng- 
L 4 bam, 
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ham, Derby, Leiceiter, He built and repaired Ab- 
beys and Monaſteries, reſtoring Lands ro the Church, 

At this time there was a diſperſion of the Monks of 
Eveſham , and Canons were ordained in their places 
through the doings of Athelnns and VUbricas | ay-men, 
and Oſ#lphus Biſhop ; fo that betwixt Monks and 
Prieſts great difference was in habit and carriage of 
things, as may appear hereafter in the life of Dn- 
ſan, 

In the tine of this King, Darſtzn was not yet Arch- 
Biſhop of (anterbury,: but Abbot of Glaſtenbrury, of 
whom many fabulous ſtories are reported. The Monks 
profeſled chaſtity and pretended holineſs of life, as if 
lawful Matrimony , as Paphnutius well notes, was 
not to live chaſtly. The Prieſts held Marriage laytul, 
and fo great difference aroleamong them. 

Concerning the end and death of this King, Hiſto- 
ries differ. Some ſay in aflaying to ſave his Sewer 
who was in dangerto be ſlain, ar St, Palckers Church 
the King was wounded and died. 

Others ſay, the King ſeeing a Felon that was for- 
merly exiled, the King did pluck him out over a Table 
catching him by the hair of his head, and flung him to 
the ground. But the Felon having a Knife privily, 
drew it and wounded the King to death, 2s allo many 
of the Kings Servants that were there , till at laſt they 
hew'd him 1n pieces. : 

However, this King made many good Laws Spiti- 
tual and Temporal. Foras yet the Pope had not ſuch 
power, but that the King diſpoſed of Benefices, gave 
Orders, made Prieſts, the Church rites and priviledges 
being in the Kings hands and not 1n the Popes. 

In the time of this King, &-/ſtanus was Arch-Biſhop 
of Tork, and Oc? Arch-Biſhop of Canterbary =_ 
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being a Dane born, yet was preterred to that See by 
Athelſton being firſt Biſhop of wilton, and preſent in 
the Field with the King againſt 4/ans, of whom ma- 
ny Fables are reported that we lct pals. 

However this 1s certain, and we find it in his wri- 
ting, he did exhort the Clergy, calling a Synod of the 
chief Prelates and Clergy in the Land, to whom he di- 
rected a Letter that his Clergy would have acare above 
all things to feed their Flocks, exprefling his zeal to 
the Church of Goud, that the Lord might not com- 
plain of them as idle Shepherds, and did ftir them up 
though he thought himſelf unworthy to give them 
Counſel, yet that they would follow the example of 
Auſtin and the other Saints, by whoſe care and 1n- 
duſtry Chriſtianity did flouriſh and ſpring up from that 
Metropolitan See to all parts of the Kingdom, and 
expreſſed what joy the King had and the Subjects 


| ſhould have to ſee the godly converſation of the 


Clergy. 

This Odo ſat in the Metropolitan Seat of Canterbary 
twenty years. After whom was cleGted and ordained 
by che King to ſucceed ( through moncy and fayour ) 
E//ings, But in going to Rome for the Pall, com- 
ing back about the Alps he died through cold. Where- 
upon ſucceeded Danſtan, as we ſhall declare more 
after. 

This Edmund gave great gifts and revenues to the 
Church of St. Eammundsbary, as allo Laws pertaining 
to them, pag. 946. This Edmund being {lain at 
Glaſtenbery, he was buried by Danſtan, leaving Edwin 
and Edgar, But becauſe the Children were young and 
tender, Edred Brother to King Edmund was made Pro- 
tector, and governed about the ſpace of nine years 
and a halt, till Edwin came to age, carrying _— 
Wu 


(154) 
with great fidelity and moderation to the Children. In 
his time Dunſtan was promoted to the Biioprick 
of Worſter and London from being Abbat of Glaſter. 
bury. 


This Ed#ed was much led by Danſtan,and ſubmitted | 
himſelf to fond penance and caſtigation of D#nſtan. Such 


was the blind devotion of thoſe times, and more the 
blindneſsof theBiſhops in ſuperſtition, And here another 


fantaſtical miracle is reported, that Eared being {ick | 
ſent for Dunſtan to be his Conteſior, but as he rid on 
the way to Edred, he (hould hear a voice ſaying, £4 | 


vo 


red is departed : at ths declaring of which Danſian's 


Horſe fell dead under him, with lye and all. 


.- ing Edwin, 


Edwin the eldeſt Son of Edmund after the govern- | 
ment of his Uncle Edred, began his Reign abour the | 


year of our Lord 955. being crowned at Kingſton by 


Oao Arch-Biſhop of (anterbary. It is reported, that Y 


the fir{t da) that he was at Dinner with his Lords and | 


Nobles, he went ſuddainly from them, going to a fe- 


cret Chamber where he kept a Woman whoin he did | 
incertain, and was reported to be another mans Wite, | 


whoſe Hus band he had flain before, to the great difkte 
king of the Lords. Danſtan Abbat of Glaftenbary ( for 
ſo he was ſtill ) follows the King forthwith, taking 
him by the hand, and brought him from the company 
of the Woman to Odo the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
by whom the King was ſuſpended and kept out of the 
Church : bu: the King being diſpleaſed with D#nſtan, 
did baniſh him the Land, ſo that he went into Flan- 
ders and was in the Monaſtry of Adanalus. About 
Walch time the Bered:@s or black Monks broke _ 
an 
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and began to ſwarm in the Land, 2nd put out the ſe- 
cular Prieſts and Canons. But the King being diſplea- 


Ted with che Monks and Danſtan, he put out the 


Monks in Malmsbary and Glaſftenbury, and pur in the 
ſecular Prieſts; and in the end it was not long before 


I they were put outandthe Monksin; and fo orcat diffe= 


rence aroſe among them. 


But jn the end King Edwin was ſo hated of his Sub- © 


jects for his ill demeanors, that the Vorrhumbrians and 


I Merclanders removed him from his Kingdom and 
I kingly power, and fet his Brother £dgarms in his room, 


Fo tha: the River T hames divided both the Kingdoms. 
Which Z4wzn after be bad reigned four years departed, 


J ſaving no Heir of bis body, ſo that che Land fell x0 
I Ezgar his younger Brother. , 


King Edgar. 


Edgar the Second Son of &4mmmd and Brother of 


I £47: being at the age of ſixteen years began his Reign 
J in the year of our Lord 959, but was not Cro «ned till 
J fourteen years after, as you may ſee hereafter. Which 
J *dgar the King called home Dunſian, and made him 


Bilhop of Lordon, and after Odo his deceaſe made him 


Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, which he governed after 


And though Brithilinus was elected, yet he not be» 
ing thoughtfir, Dunſtan was eletedand the other ſent 
home again. But though the King bad elected him, 
he muſt go to Rome for the Pall to confirm his cletion. 
So he rook his journey to the Biſhop of Rowe for the 
Pall, which he received of Pope John the Thirteenth, 
and ſo returned home again. At whoſe coming Dun- 
ſtan deſired of the King, that Oſwaldus, Monk at F A 

YI 


for the ſpace of four and twenty years, 


(156) 


riat, and Nephew to Oas, might be Bithop of or. 


fter, which the King granted him. 


The ſaid Oſwaldus was a great maintainer of Monke. 


ry; though ſome report ſome Fables and miracles of | 


him and others in thoſe Monkith times. 
Yet you muſt know there was great difference of 
Monks in the Primitive ttm s, and the Monks now, 


The Monks ſeven hundred years after Chriſt, or ſuch | 
as were called ſo, were ſuch as were perſecuted into 
{olitary places and deſarts for Chrifts cauſe, leading a | 
holy and ſtri& lite, being ſequeſtred from the world | 
gave themſelves to contemplation of heavenly ma:cters, | 
And theſe were none but Lay-men, leading a more | 
ſevere {tric lite than others, as may appear by St. Aus | 
flin in his Book de Moribus Eccleſie: as allo by St. Fe. | 


ror 1n his Epiſtles to Heltodorus, And there were 
ſome of tzem only partook of the Sacrament, and 
others fed the flock, and others not medling with ſpt- 


ritual things belonging to the Church nor reſtrained | 


from marriage. 


But at laſt ſuperſtition began to creep in, not know- |} 


ing juſtification by Chriſt, by malice of Sathan and 
corrupt vain conceit of merit ;3 yet they continued 
ſparing in diet and apparel from the rcſt, and theſe 
were the Monks that we condeinn, and good men 
did cry out againlt in thoſe days, and which ſprang up 
and crept into the Chu: ca. 

Hcnce we may ſee how theſe Monks began in Eng- 
land and Monalteries builded, which was upon mur- 
der and blood. By reaſon of murder committed by 
fome great Perſon, they muſt build ſome great Ci- 
ties and places for the remiſſion of their ſin, think- 
ing to merit pardon of 11n by ſuch doings, and ſo they 
crept into ſeyeral { ities and Countries, ſo that at laſt 
| the 
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the Counry was filled with ſuch ſuperſtitious perſons 


J and places. And yer in theſe times of King Edgar, 
IJ none were forbidden Wives, till the time of H:zlde- 

brand called Gregory the Seyenth, as ſhall be ſhew'd 
I hereafter, 


For the AQts of this King, he did many good by the 


J counſel of D-nſtan, and had many vertues worthy of 
J commendation, very {tri injuſtice. Such Provinces 
J 25 were not at firſt under his ſubje&ion be brought 


under one Monarchy of England, with the Iſlands ad- 


I joyning to them. 


He would not ſuffer any to dally ou: his Laws, nei- 


J ther werethere, as they ſay, in his time any privy Pick- 


pocket or open Thief. 
He cauſed the Prince of Wales to pay atribute to him 


of three hundred Wolves, whereby in few years ſpace 


in England and wales few or none were left alive. 

So ſtrict againſt Drunkenneſs which came in by 
the Danes coming over into England, that he com- 
manded certain Pins to be ſet in Pots and Cups, thar 
whoſoever drank beyond them (ſhould forfeit a Penny, 
one half of which was forfeited to the accuſer, the 
other part ro the Town or Burrough where the Fac 
was done. 

Authors report that at Eaſter eight Kings did ho- 
mage to him, and aftcr that he cauſed them to row him 
to his Palace, be bimſclt holding the Helm. A great 
upholder of Monks he was, but it had been better if 
he had been of St. Paris mind, wio faid, God forbid 
I ſhould rejoyce in any thing ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt, 
whereby I ary crucified to the world and the world to mt. 
For this Kings Vices ſome are noted in him, eſpecially 
his having many Concubines. | 


One Story among the reſt is remarkable, yiz, Ora- 
CLE 
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garus Duke of Devonſhire had a Daughter of gren 


beauty, which coming to the Ears of the King he wy 
inflamed with the report, and ſent Erhelwold to ſec 
if the fame was true, and as he ſaw, 
report of 1: to him. 


Beauty as Fame had publiſhed. 


come and lee his Wife. 


Ethelwold vwho had ſo beguiled him, yet at preſent faid 
little. After a vvhile the King made as though he 
vvould go a hunting in the Foreſt of Harwood, and 
ſent for Echelwold to come to hunt vvith him, and 
under that pretence the King took an opportunity and 
ſlew him. | 

Other Concubines the King had , as #lfrid, Elfe- 
da, (called Canaida) the vvhite Daughter of Duke 
Ordmere, Butto go oninthe Story ; the King went 
on as far as Wales, ſpoiling the Country as far Glamore 


ganſhire, and reigning the ſpace of ſixteen years died, 


and was buried at Glaſtenbary, leaving tvyo Baſtards, 


Editha and Edward; and one Son layyfully begot, vvhoſe 


Name 


ſo to make 
But when he came to the 
Dukes houſe where the Beauty was, he was ſo ta.! 
ken with her himſelf, that he reported all things con. 
trary to the King, giving 1t out that there was no ſuch! 
But in the end Ette!. 
wold, after h.ving craved leave of the King, married | 
her. But inthe end the King perceiving himſelf be. | 
guiled of ſo rare a Jewel, ſet a fair Face on the mat. | 
terand told Echelwold, he would ſome time or other } 
When the time came, and | 
Ethelwold ſaw that the King drew near to his houſe, he | 

erſwaded his Wife to caſt away her Ornaments and | 

| unites and to diſgrace her ſelf, that the King might not | 

rake delight in her, But ſhe contrarywile deckt up | 

and crimmed herſelt in the Glaſs, and pur her beſt array !? 

_ upon her ; which yyhen the King 
ſo enamored vvith her, as he was fill'd vvith hatred of | 


ſaw, -he was not | 
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| Name was Eihelred or Egelred, But for the Illegitimate 
Children, the King ſuffered ſeven years Penance en- 
Yjoyned him by Danſtan, all which time he was not 
Crowned. 

Yet notwithſtanding all his infirmities, he made 
Jnany good Laas in the Church : one among the reſt, 
"Fthat Sunday ſhould be kept holy from Satzrday nine 
"Yof the Clock in the Morning till 1anday nine of the 
IClock. Many fabulous miracles are reported of him, 
- 1 Yi that the Piryin Mary ſhould appear to him, 9c, 
ba JBut we let them paſs. But the King beginning his 
Fkeien in the fixteenth year of his Age, in the year of 


bh Jour Lord 959, was not Crowned till he was one and 
ng (obirty years of Age, in the year 974, as ſome Chro«= 


he | nicles mention. 
J In commendation of this King here followethan Epic 


- | ph written by Henerscs Arch-Deacon of Hunting. 
up | ton, 

F I Antor opum, Vindex Scelerum, largitor honorum, 
of | Sceptriger Eagarus regna ſuperna petit, 

ay Js Hic alter Salomon, legum pater, orbita PACs, 

- 04 caruit bellis, claruit inde magts. | 
4 Templum deo, Templis Monachos, Monachis deai! 


| YOS 
d | __— 


N equitie lapſum, Tuſtitieque locum. 


, N ovit enim R egno vernm perquirere faiſo, 
| Immenſum modico, perpetuumgne brevi. 
King Edward Called the Maztyr. 


Afrer the death of £dgar, no ſmall trouble arole 
' {| »mong the Lords and Biſhops about the ſucceſſion of 


the Crown. The Principal cauſe, as ſome think; 
| Was 
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was, that «AMlferms the Duke of Mercia and others 
held with Erhelred or Egelred, the only right Heir and 
lawfully begotten Son of King Eagar, miſliking the | 
placing of Monks, and putting the Prieſts out of 
Churches with their Wives and Children, as allo out 
of their poſſeſſions; and fo put in the Prieſts again 

with their Wives. On the contrary fide Ethelwine | 
Duke of Eaſt- Angles, ard Ethelwold his Brother, ina 
Council held by them, _ :id, they would never ſuffer 
the Religious Monks to | | put out who upheld Reli- 

oion in the Land, In this Hurley-burley fome held 

with £dward, and would haye him King, and ſome 
with epelred, The Biſhops and Prieſts fided with | 
ſuch as were for the Monks, and took part with them. | 
Then Daxnſtan Biſhop of Canterbury, and Oſwold, | 
with diyers other Lords, aſſembled in a Council to- | 
gether, In the end, Dznſtan taking Edward by the 
band, brought him forth to the Lords, and ſo per- | 
{wmaded them, that they elefted and ordained Edward ! 
their King,which was a ground of great contention af- | 
ter ; as witneſs Osbxrn, who lived in Bz{{iam the Con. | 
querours time, and writ this i{tory, as alſo Johanne: | 
Paris,who plainly calls £dward,non legitimum Filium,no 

lawful Son, How be isproved lawful Heir let us ſee. [tis | 
plain and granted by all that Edward was ſlain in the | 
fifteenth year of his Age, which years well agree with | 
that Child which Edgar begat in Baſtardy, for the 

which he did his Penance, The King after the ſeven 

years Penance lived three years and a half, and after 

Eazard reigned other three years and a half, which | 
make fourteen, and going in his fifteenth was flain. 
So that Eattha was not the Child for the which the 
King did Penance, but Edward, which was born after 


Edtha, which muſt needs be true by ſupputation 0: 
y Ears, | 


os we Te, _ a 


ther refuſed the ſame. 
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ears, contrary to the 'opinion of the Church, who 
continually held Edward to be the true Heir. Which 
error -hovv it came in, you may eaſily gueſs ; For 
Dunſtan and Oſwald being for the Monks, ſuch as fz- 
voured them, and that vvrit the ſtories, counted Dan- 
ftan for a Saint, and Edyard fora Martyr, holding ſtill 
that Elfleda the Mother of Edward vvas Wife to King 
Eapar, and fo he vyas layyfully born, and that Editha 
yyvas born after Edward. But "Hrs Alfrit5 Mather 
of Egelred and Alferw Duke of eMMercia, held a- 
painſt the Monks; So that in the end, becauſe the 
Church of Rome ſhould not be tained, they that 
vvrit the ſtories after, and vvere of the Monkiſh par- 
ty, make Edward right Heir, vvhich is contrary to 
Maimsbery, vvho in plain vyords ſpeaking of Edpars 
laſt Concubine faith, that he had a Concubine he loved 
Intirely, and kept Faith vvith her alone, till the time 
he Married his lavyful Wite E/freds the Daughter of 
Duke Ordgar. So that hovvever it is plain, that E4- 


-Þ gar lived in Whoredom till be Married his layvful 


Wife; and it is as plain that Danf#an and his compli- 
ces after the death of Edward ( Egelred being right 
Heir ) went about to ſer up Editha the other Baſtard 
to poſſeſs the Crown ; but ſhe wiſer than her Bro- 
So that you may ſee the plain 
reaſon why Dxnſtan and the others fet up Edward and 


I £4:ba rather than the lawful Heir, which was only ta 


ſet up the Monks againſt the Married Pcicſts, Hows 
geen and 


ever theſe things were done, yet the Qu 
Alferus Duke of Mercia vwithltzod the Monks, and 
drove them out of the Monaſteries, whom King E4- 
gar had put in, and pur in the Prieits and their Wives, 
whom he put out, So that however, it appears in 


thoſe days Biſhops and Prieſts had Wiyes, As tae 
Abbot 
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Abbot of Crowland expreſſes, the Clerks thruſt out 
the Monks, and gave their Farmes and Lands to the 
Lords and Nobles of the Land, to defend them from 
the Monks. 

Bu: however grea: con:roverfie aroſe betwixt the 
ſecular Pric{ts and the Monks, one obj<Ring againſt 
the other, -{o thata Council was called at Calrne-ſftreet, 
yvho fat in an upper loft, vyherein many crimes vyere 
objected againſt Uanſtan and the Monks, vet they ill 
kept their opinion. At laſt ir is reported that the 
Joyles of the Houſe vvith the Timber fell dovvn, 
vvhere many of tie Nobles and others yvere lain, 
Dwunſtanitanding on a piece of Wood very ſafe. Whes- | 
ther this be fcigned, or there was any Sorcery uſed, 
L leave the Reader to Judge, Then were aſſembled 
at Reading and Wincheſter many of the Nobles judg- 
ing the Prieſts and their Wives had wrong. Many 
allegations were on both {f1des. Burt whether a Monks 
Cowl, and a Wifeleſs life, be a ſufficient title to enter 
into athcr mens Eſtate, or no; or if a caretv! bring- 
ing up of Children, maintaining Families, defraying 
neceflary publick charges be not to be preferred by 
Godely men, before the lazic and idle life of Monkery, 
Ir ſobcr men judgo. 

Atter all this ar (alng and other places, It happened | 
not long attce { being as ſome lay a vertuous and cha- 
ritable Prince ) he went a Hunting ina Foreſt, and 
being lefr alone of his Nobles, in the fourth year of 
his Reign, being as is ſaid without his Servants, came 
to a place called Corff-"aſtie, where the Queen 4Ifrith 
and her Son Epelred lay, The Queen having notice 
of his coming, called a Seryant of hers, and uttered 
hermind to him conceiving miſchief in her felf. When 
the King came, ſhe deſired him to ſtay all night, he 

| refuſed, 
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refuſed, only he ſaid he would drink a Cup of Wine a? 
he ſat on Horſe back. But while the Cup was at his 
mouth, the Seryant appointed ſtruck him through the 
body wich a two-edged dagger, with that the King ſet 
ipurs tobis Horſe to meet his Company,but bled ſo fore 
that he fainted and died about Corff (aftle, and being 
not known, nor the manner of his death, was buried 
without honour at Y/arham. Bur after three years the 
body was taken up by Duke eAMiferus, and with pomp 
and honour remoyed to Shafisbery, and buried in the 
Minſter cald Edmnnd-ſtow, Many Storys are told of 
this Queen ; as how going ona journey a Pillar of fire 
deſcended from heaven, and that her Horſe ſtopped at 
St. Edwards Corps, &&c, However this is true, that 
upon her r-pentance ſhe built ewo Monaſteries or 
Nunnertes, -and founded them with means, one at 
Almsbery, the other at rarwell. 

In the order and courſe of the Reman Biſhops men- 
tion was made of Apepatrs the Second, after vyhom 
ſucceeded Fohn the Thirteenth, of whom Daurſian 
received the Pall. | 

This Pope was notedto be a very wicked Whore- 
monger, Adulterer, Inceſtuous, Perjured, a Fighter, 
Murtherer and cruel Tyrant, who cur cff the Noſes;, 
put out the Eyes of many of his Cardinals; fo that in 
20eneral Council before Orho, the firſt Emperour af= 
ter the Empire was tranſlated from France to Germany, 
many crimes were laid to his charge, for which by the 
Emperour and Clergy he was worthily depoſed, and 
Leo put in his room. Bur after the Council was de- 
parted, the Harlots of Rome receiving oreat rewards 
and promiſes from John, he was ct up and ro de por 
ſed. But after this Fohn had ſat ſeveral years, in the 
tenth year of his Popedom, he was found vicky 
M » ity 
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City in bed with anoth:r mans Wife ; whoſe Hus- 
band coming in the while, . ſo wounded him, that 1n 
eightdays he died. 

At.cr vvhom though not by conſent of the Empe- 
rour, Fenediflus the Fifth ſucceeded, inſomuch as 
Otho the Emperour being diſpleaſed about Leo before, 
came with his * rmy agaiuſt Rowe for chooltng a Pope 
without his conſent, So he' laid cloſe ſiege to the 
City, carnc in and depoſed Benedict, and ſet up Leo the 
Eighth. 

And Leo again to gratifie the Emperour, Crowned 
him Emperour, and intt:uled him to be called 1#- 
guſius ; and the power vvhich Carolus Magnus had be- 
{towed on and given tothe Clergy of Rome, leo be- 
itowediton the Emperour by a Synodal decree. The 
Emperour again, ſay they, beſtowed all ſuch donation: 
and lands, which they pretend {though falſely ) Con- 
ſtantine hd-givento them. 

After Leo came Jobn the Fourteenth, againſt whom 
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City came, and laying 
.cldon tim in the Church of Lateran clapt him in 
}rifon eleven months, Which the Emperour hearing 
of, came again with his Army to the City, and af:er 
execution done on the Authors and doers of the Fact, 
committed one Perres the Captain to the Popes Arbi- 
trement, vvhom he cauſed tobe f{tript naked, his beard 
ro be thaven, and hanged by the hair of the head a 
vyhole day together; and after to be bound and ſer on 
a bare horſe back wit) his face to the tail, and to be 
ſcourged vvith Rods through the City and baniſhed. 
The holy Father you ſee little following the Precept of 
Chriſt and his rule, which ſaid , Love your Enemies. 
This Pope was the firſt that brought up the chriſtniog 
of Bells. | 
| After 
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Afrer this Pope followed Benedi&#m the Sixth, who 
by Ozenthus a Captain of Roxze was caſt in Priſon, where 
he was ſtrangled, or, as ſome ſay, famiſhedto death, 

Then came Donns the Second, after v hom ſucceed- 
ed Bonifacias the Seventh, who leeing the Citizens 
of Rowe conſpiring agii{t him, hid kimſelf, and art 
laſt ſtole all the Treaſure of Sr, Perer and fled with 1t to 
Conſtantinople, in whoſe itead John the Fifth was ſub- 
ſtiruted. But Bonfice revuining from (onſtantinople 
by Money and Treaſure procured a Garriſon of Soul- 
diers to take his part, by whoſe means Pope Fokn was 
taken and impriſoned, his eyes put out, and he fa- 
miſhed to death in Priſon, Neither did Boniface en- 
joy his Papacy long, for in a few days after he died 
ſuddainly, whoſe Carcaſe the Citizens took by the 
Feer, and drag'd up and down the City, grievouſly 
exclaiming againſt him, this was in the year of our 
Lord 976 | 

The next Pope was Beneartus the Seventh, who 
was m+7Je by the conſent of the Emperour,and reign= 
ed nincteen years, In the time of this Pope Hugh 
Cappett the French King took Charles the right Heir 
to the Crown, bythe Treafon of the Biſhop of Laon, 
and when he had impriſoned him, he alſo impriſoned 
Arnoldus Arch-Biſhop of Rheims, and placed Gzlbertys 
a Monk of Floriack in his ſtead. This Grlbertas was a 
Necromancer, and School-maſter to Dr. Robert tne 
Kings Son. Burt this Beneartus call'd a Council at 
Rbheims, reſtored the ſaid 1rnolaxs again and diſpla« 
ced Gulbertas, «hich after by the help of Ocho was 
made Arch-Biſhop of Ravenna, and at Iength was 
made Pope, as ſhall be ſhew'd. 

After Benediftxs followed 7ohn the Sixtcenth, who 


died in the cighth month of his Pa, acy, 
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\fter him came Johnthe Seventeenth, and after him 


£ 

Gregory the fifth in the year of our Lord 995. : 
1his Gregory called Bruno before, was a Germar 

\ 

C 


born, and therefore maliced of the people of Rome, 
the Clerey of Rome with the people convented againſt 
Gregory, and ſet up John the Eighteenth, which Gre- t 
gory Iped therefore to the Emperour and made his F , 
complaint to him, who was Ortho the Third, wno 
hearing and believing him, ſet forward with þ13 Army, 
and ſpecdily came into tay, and ſo to Reme and took 
it, and took Creſcentins and the Pope which they had 
made ; and when they had put out-his eycs, deprived If 
him of life allo. (reſcentins the Conſul they ſeron a ff & 
vile Horſe back, and cut off his Noſe and Ears, and f,, 
ied him throughthe City with his Face to the Horſe || 
tail, and having after his members cur off, was hanged I p 
upon a Gibber, Ic 
Pope Gregory ti:us ſet up, reigned four years in 115 I 1; 
Papacy ; ſome ſay but rwo yeats : in vviich time he I, 
called a Synod or Council in Rowe, where he to clta- I 1c 
blich the Empire in his own Country, by the conſent fp 
of 0:59 the Emperour ordained ſeven Princes of Ger- ft 
2nanj to be Princes Elefors of the Empire, which or- | 0 


der-remaineth to this day, I he 

What be the Names of thoſe Þ le&ors, and vyhar 1s Ec: 

I their Office, I findin theſe Verſes expreſſed, ho 
Magunticnſis, Treverenſis, Colonienſis, i 

Oniltbet 1mperii fit Cancellarins horum, ref 

Er Palatinus Dapifer, Dux port:or enſis, inf 


Marchio prepoſitus Camere, pincerna Bohemus. 


Three Biſhops, three Princes, viz. the Palatine, 
&c Duke of S2:--my, the Marqueſs of Brandenburgh; 
|S ; @ 
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to whom was added the King of Bohemia to pive the 
odd voice, in caſe the other fix were even and could 
not agree, This conſtitution began Anno 997, and 
was after eſtabliſhed by Orko the Emperour in the year 
ofour Lord I002, And fo much for the rumults in 
the Komiſh Chureb. Novvlet us return to thc matters 
of the Kings of Ergiand again, 


King Erceired or Elred, 


King Fdward murdered as aforeſaid, the Crown fell 
next to Egelred the younger Brother and Son to King 
Edward by EIfrith. This egelred had a long raign gi- 
yen to jm of God, he reigning thirthy eight years, 
thought was full of troubles and calamitics, being a 
Prince not of the greateſt courage to govern the 
Commonwealth, There are that report his begin= 
ping was ungractous, wretched in the middie, and 
hateful inthe end. In ſo much as when he was ciriſt- 
ned by Yanſtan, ſomerhing fell out that diſpleaſed 
Dar 1, in ſo much that Dunſtan ſwore by the Mo- 
tier: f Chriſt that he would prove untoward and 
co.ardl;, Itis reported of him that he gricved fo to 


I hear of his Brothers death, that his Mother took Wax 


Candles or Tapers and beat him. ſo with them, thar 
he could never indure tbe fight of them after. 

In the year of our Lerd g98r, he was byhis Mong 
nd Nobles appointed to be Crowned : But Dzz 
refuſing the bulineſs, Ofwold Arch-Biſhop of 707k was 
nforced to Crown him, which was done at Kingſton 
on Thames 3 Danſtan propheſy ing,that bec:uſe he came 
t.the Crown by the d:ath of his Brother and conſpi- 
cy of yvicced men and Engliſh Confpirators, they 
ould not be yyithout blooalhed ti} there came a 
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people of an unknown tongue vvhich (hould bring 
them all into thraldom, neither (huuld that treſpaſs 
be longunrevenged. And the Chronicle of Crowland 
furcher ſaith, tnat not long after a Cloud was ſeen 
throughoutthe land, the one part like blood, the other 
part like fire, and changed into ſeveral colours in the | 
mornine, And preſently after in the third year of his 
reign, the Danes arrived in ſeveral places of the Land, 


ſpoiled Sorthampron, ilaying the Inhabitants and leace 


ing them away Captive, going ſtill along the life of 
7 hanct to Cheſter, and ſo paſſing along che Sea- coalt 
t> Cornyall, Devonſhire and Suſſex went to their 
Ships again. About the fame time a great part of 
L6ndom was burat by fire. And the King and Biſhop 
of Rocheſter fell ar variance, inſomuch that the King 
made war againſt him, and beſieged him in his Caltle 
and City, And Notvvithſtanding che Biſhop beſougit 
him for St, .{1adrew's fake to lcave off, Yet he vyould 
not, till the Biſhop grve him a hundred pound of 
Gold vviich he received; and ſo departed. | 
The Dares ſeeing the diſcord in the land, returned 
againand did great harm,inſomuch as the King was for. 
ced for money to make peace vvith them. For thc 
fNurance of vvhich -naliffe the chief Captain hecame 
a Chriſtian and was Baptized, and ſo recurned vvith- 
out doing any greathizrm. About theſe times fell great 
ſicknefles and fluxes among men, and murrain and 
death of many cattel, beſide great robberies and 
thefts, E-- 
About the Ninth or Eleventh of the Kings Reign 
Dzn/tan died, »fter vyuhom ſucceeded Ethelgarns and 
Elfricus, others ſay S:ricins and then Elfricus, and af- 
ter tnem came Elphegas, The ſame year 995. Alda- 


#715 the Biſhop travflated the body of Cutbert from 
| | Cheſicr 
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Cheſter to Daunelme, and fo began the Biſhops See tg 
be at Dereſme. | 

Not long after the death of Daxftan, the Dares 
entred again into che Land, fo that the King was con» 
ſtrained to appeaſe them vvith money ; but that be- 
ing gone, they aſſailed the Land in divers places, not 
only in the North, but they beſieged -.0dox : but be= 
ing beaten by the Londoners, they yvent into Eſſex, 
Kent and Suſſex, burning and killing all that came in 
their vvay. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe troubles the King gave 
himſelf ro Lechery and pilling and polling his Subjects, 
that for lack of good rule many periſhed, poſſeſſions 
vere loſt, and men were conſtrained to redeem their 
Lands wi:h great ſums of money , which they called 
Dane gelt. Which Tributes ſo increaſed, that from 
ten thouſand pound it came to forty thouſand, by 
which much ſorrow and vexation was among the peo» 
ple every way ; as alſo by Thieves and Robbers. Bur 
that which was the chief cauſe of all was the diſcord 
among-the Nobles themſelves; for if any good was 
agreed on among them, it was rumor'd among the 
Danes one way or other, and ſo it was fruſtrateds a- 
mong whom was Edrick Duke of «Mercia, and Al- 
frek the Admiral, who betrayed the Kings Ships to 
the Dares, Wherefore the King apprehended the Son 
of Alfrek, and put out his Eyes, and ſo he ſerved the 
two Sons of Edrick, So vile the Danes were, that in 
every houſe they did inhabit, they uſed the Wives at 
their own pleaſure, and forced the belt without dread, 
and by every one of the houſe they were called Lord 
Dane, which is now turned to a word of reproach, 
calling one another by the name of Lardarn. 


But after all theſe miſcries in the year of our Lord 1000, 
in 
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in the Reign of this King Fyelred, through counſel of 
ſome about him in the one and twentieth year of his 


reion, occaſion was given by one and taken by ano. | 


ther of a new plague ro enſue on the Saxons, who 
had driven ou: the Brittatns before, which was in 
joyning in Marriage with the Normans, the King 
joyning in Marriage with £24 Davg* ter of Richard 
Duke of Normandy, which was the third Duke of the 
Normans and firſt of that name 2 by reaſon of which 
the King being alittle inhanſed in his own mind, and 
in pteſumprion of it ſent ſecret Meſſengers and Com- 
miſſions to the Rulers of eyery great Town in England, 
that upon St. Brice his day at an bour appointed, the 
Danes 1n every houſe ſhould be ſuddainly flain where 
they were quartered ; which was performed, though 
!t turned to more trouble. For as ſoon as 1t was 
heard in Denmark, Swarus the King came with a great 
Hoſt and landed in Cornwall, and by the Treaſon of 
Hrngh a Norman, who by fayour of Queen Emma 
was made Earl of Devonſhire, the ſaid Swanns took 
Exceter, and beat down the Walls, and ſo he went to 
Shirbarne and Winton, ſpoiling and killing the people. 

But the King preparing, and S747 hearing of his 
coming took to his Ships again, and failed about to 
Norfolk and Suffolk, took Norwich, ſpoiling all about 
the Country. Upon which the King was forced to 
make his peace with Swanz and give him thirty thou- 
fand pounds, and fo for the preſent he went to his 
own Country. 

Bur this peace laſted not long, for one Eqricss 
Duke of Mercia, a man of ſubtil wit, glofling and un- 
truſty to the King, when ſoon after Twrkilus a Dane 
came and landed much people in Kent, laying great 
Tributes on tie people, and ſo departingy this edricus 
cons 
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continually hindred the King from meeting with the 
Danes, or betrayed the Forces of the King, whereby 
o- (tte Danes waxed rich in all places, and the Engliſh 
No poor, ” 
in | Atter all this Swan hearing of the increaſe of his 
ng EPcople in England, brake his promiſe and League with 
rd Yihe King, and came into 2 orthamberland with a great 
he JArmy, Proclaiming himſelt every where King of the 
h JLand, and cauſed the Earles.and Rulers of eyery 
d JF Country to ſwear fealty to him, paſſing the River of 
1- Þ Trent as far as Gainsbarrongh, and {no to Northwatlin- 
7) I freer ſubduing and ſpoiling, cauſing the People to give 
e {him pledges of their fealty to bim ( which he commit- 
e Yd to Canutms his Son.) And this Perſecution of the 
1 ÞT Danesnever ceaſed in one corner of the Landor other: 
s I The King never giving them any notable Battel, or 
> TE when he was about i: he was taken off by Eadriczs. 
" TY At laſt Swarm came into Aercia with a great Hoſt, 
J took Cheſter and Oxford, and ſo went into Kent and 
beſieged Canterbary, and by the Treaſon of Almart- 
5 whom the Biſhop had preferred, took the City 
nd burnt a great part of it, Tything the Monks of 
St. eAuſtin, {laying nine, and ſparing the tenth. He 
!lew alſo of Religious men nine hundred, and of o- 
ther men and women they ſlew to the number of 
eight thouſand, And when they had kept Elphegis 
the Biſhop ſeven months a Priloner, he not agreeing 
to give them three thouſand pounds they brought him 
to Greennwzch, and there ſtoned him to death. The 
King ſeetng all this, and fearing the end what it would 
be, ſent Emma his Wife and his two Sons, Alfred 
ind £dward, to Normandy; ſending with them alſo 
the Biſhop of London, The Danes going on ſtill, 
won a great part of the /eſt-Saxons; infomuch a 
| ene 
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the King in the five and thirtieth year of his Reign | 
was Chaſed into the /ſle of right, and fo ro Normanay, | 
Swanu thus ſwelling with pride, laid great impoſicions | 
on the People, and entred on St. Zdwaras Lands wiich | 
were free trom tribute ; but he made great ſpoil on | 
them, deſpiſing the Saint, ang threatened ta deſtroy ! 
the place of his Sepultite ; putting the Coyntry in ſo | 
great fear, that they fell to Faſting and Prayer, and it 
pleaſed God preſently after that Sanus died among his | 
them; ſome ſaj. | 
ing that he was ſtricken with the Sword of St, Edward, | 


Knights, crying and yelling among 


and ſo he died. | 


- Far the fear of which Canutus the Son of Swanw | 
did grant the People great liberty and may of their | 
former liberties he reſtored. He alſo Ditched the | 
Land of St. Edmund with a great Ditch, freeing it | 
from all toll and tribute, and built a Church oyer the | 


Ditch, and gave great poſleſiions to the Church, and 


with the ſaid Ditch did encompaſs the Tomb of the 


Martyr, which was after uſed as a place for Crown- 


ing the Kings, the Kings ſending their Crowns to the | 


Shrine of St. Edmund, - and fetching them again with 


great price, But Fyelred hearing of the death of | 


Swanus, returned to England, Canutnus being unpro- 


vided fled to Sandwich, who cutting off the cares and 


Noſes of the pledges that his Father left him, he failed 
into Deamark, but the next year returned with a great 
many, which Edmund Iron fide prepared to meet, and 
to joyn with Edrick Duke of /dercia. Burt the Dake 
feigning himſ:1t ſick, and as was thought, had yielded 
his Faith before to Canntws, and fo deceived £dmnnd. 
Canutus entred Weſt- Saxon, ſpoiling and ruining all or 
moſt of the Country»of reft-Saxon, and took pledges 
of fidelity of the Countty. in the mean while King 

| | | Foelrea 
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en Yegelred lay fick at London, and of his ficinels died, 
$:nd was buried in the North ſide of Paxls, after 
Jhc had reigned fix and thir.v \ears; leaving Edmund 
Jlron/iae his «Ideſt Son, and Edward and eflfrid in 
INormanay, as is before rehearſed. This King though 
Jhe was impugned with many troubles, yet made good 
Jlaws: among the reſt he provided againſt unjuſt 


Judges, depriving one Leonatr of all his poſſeſſions for 


| o1ving falſe Judgment ( though he loved him aboye all 
J others.) hk 


Edmund Ironſide a Saxon, Canutus « Dane, both 
reigning together in England. 


After the dcath of Egelred, variance fell among the 


I Eneli/h. men, about the Ele&ion of their King. The 
J Citizens of London and many other of the Lords took 


part with £dmmnd, and made him King, being wife 


Jind valianr in Warlike Aﬀaires, and therefore was by 
them ſurnamed 1rozſide , being a luſty man, and could 
J endure cold and hardſhip. But the more part, eſpe- 


cially the Biſhops and Clergy, took part with and fa- 


J roured (annum the Son of Swan, having given oath 


to his Father to that purpoſe ; by reaſon whereof were 
fought many ſore and great Battels, firlt in Dorſee= 
ſhire, «here Canutus was forced to flee the Field, and 
after in Foſter-ſhire where for want of day-light both 
Atmies withdrew , none knowing which had the bet- 
ter till the morrow, and on the morrow Canutus was 
conſtrained to flee the Field, After the Armies met 
in the Country of Mercia where by treachery Duke 
Edjaund had the worſe. But uponatime when both 
Hotts met, and the Battel was ready to joyn, anda 


certain truce taken before Battel, it is ſaid a xa 
0 
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of Edmnnd's party ſtood upon a high place and Gd 


theſe words. 


| Daily we die, and jet none bave the viltory; and whey 
the Knights be dead on either party, the Dukes compelb4 
by need ſhall accord, or elſe they muſt fight alone; and 
the Kingdom 14 not ſuſſictent for two men which formerly 
was able to maintain ſeven, B ut if the covetonſneſs of theſe 
ino be ſuch, as neither can inayure to take part with and 
live by the other ; then let them fight alone that will be) 
Lords alone : for if all men fight, ftsll all men ſhall be 
ſlain, and none left to be under their Lordſhip, nor abl:| 
zo defend the King that ſhall be againſt ſtrange Enemit:| 


and 7 ations. 


Theſe words were ſo well ſpoken and taken of 
both Hoſts, that the two Kings were content to try | 


the-Quarrcl berwixt them two only. 


Time and place being appointed in ſight of both 
Hoſts, they did affay one another with tharp ſtrokes | 
and Sword; andit is faid, by Canatas his own mo- | 
tion they very haſtily agreed and kifled each other, to | 
the joy of both Hoſts, and fo loved as Brethren ever | 


after, dividing the Kingdom betwixt them. 


But ſhortly after a Son of wicked Edricss inſtigated” 
by his Father (as is thought ) eſpying King Edmund | 


when he was at the draught, with a Spear or long 
Knife run Edmund up into the body and fundament, 
whereof hedied preſently, after he had reigned two 
years, Who left bebind him two Sons, whom wicked 
Earic took from their Mother, ſhe not knowing of 
her Husbands death,and went and carryed them to ( a- 
tas, ſaluting bim in theſe words, eAve Rex Solns. 
So that Cannus after Edmunds death was King of the 
whole Realm. And after by the advice !of Council 
he ſent the two Sons of Edmnnd ironfide to his _—_ 
abs 
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. | the King of Sweertheland to be ſlain; but he abhorting 
J the ad ſent them unto Solomon the King of Hangaria, 
J where Edward being married to the Kings Daughter 
J died; the other was married to Agatha Daughter of 
F his Brother Henry the Fourth Emperour, | 
TS When (arnutrs was eltabliſhed in the Kingdom, he 
J called a Parliament at Londoy, where among many 
other things it was propounded by the King to the Par» 
J liament, whether there was any proviſion made for 
Edmund Tronfides Sons, whether in the compolition 
J the Children were provided for > The Lords many of 
J them to flatter the King , anſwered, No ; But that 
I they world defend him againſt the Children of Ironiide 
of Y #114 their blood, and all the power they had; contrary 
try F to their Oath, to the King and Ilatural Country , 
J thinking to gain favour from Camytus, but it proved 
F otherwiſe; for many yea, moſt part of them that Ca- 


oth : 
eg © 19125 perceived had ſworn to Edmund, he ever after 
10. © 9iſdained as being falſe to their own natural Prince 


J 2nd Country ; inſomuch as a great part of them he 


wh g | 
ver © £xiled, others he beheaded, and fome by the puniſh+ 
J mcot of God dicd ſuddainly, | 
And ſo it fell out to £drick the Traytor; for on a 
ed. | ; Era) " On, 
ng Þ fie Earick being acculed to the King as be was in his 


ee Palace, Edr:ick made a large Oration, ripping up what 
> I benefits be had done for the King, and among the reſt 
what he had done in betraying Egeired, and ſlaying 
4 King Edmnnd's Son, and all this was for the Kings fake 
he ſaid. (annizs hearing of him, told him, Thou baſt 
>, | faid well, and by it haſt judged thy ſelf, and imme- 
diately the King commanded him to be bound hand 
ne || 20d foot and to be thrown into the Thames, and {o 
was juſtly ſerved for betraying his natural Prince. 
Others fay he was beheaded, and his head fer upon 
the 
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the Bridg, and bis body caſt into a Dunghill, How: 
ever ſuch end may they all haye that through diſfſimy. 
lation deſtroy and betray their King and Country, 


Edmmnnd called Rex Ruſticorum, King of Clowns, and 


ſlain by the Kings Servants. 


took poſſeſſion of the Kingdom ; and after he had. ſcr 


red, and by her had a Son cailed Hardeknight or Hare 
atknotus; and fo called a Parliament at Oxford, where 


hold the Laws made by King Edgar, becauſe they 
were thought to be beſt above all others. 
Thus the Danes being in England began to be 


h which time Canntus went to Rome , and returned 
1 again, governing the land twenty years, leaving be- 
| hind him two Sons Haro!d and fardeknotns, which 
1 latter was made King of Denmark in his Fathers 
time. 

Harold, called Harefoot for his deliverance and 
| {wiftneſs, Son to Canntus by Elpnina his Wife, 1n the 
| year 1039 began his Reign, of vvhom mention 1s 
F little made in Story ; for he reigned but four years, 
| only he baniſhed his Step-mother £924, and took 
1 her jewels and other g00ds from her, 

Hardehnotus being King of Denmarkand lecond Son 
| to Cannas by his lait Wife Emma, was next King of 
England, 


In 


This Canxtas called home Edward the Brother of | 
was after reconciled to the Kings fayour, but was after | 
But in the mean while Swanus King of Denmark, | 
Which was Canxtxs his Brother, died; fo that the | 
land fell to Canutus, who preſently failed thither and | 
all things 1n order, he returned into Erpland and 


came to London, and married Emma Daughter of Epel- | 


It was agreed that the Znglz/þ men and Daxes ſhould | 


Chriſtian men, and to receive the Faith of Chriſt, at | 
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\ In the time of theſe Daniſh Kings there was one 
Earl Godwin, a man of a ſubtil wit, very fierce and 
cruel, as he declared by the'two Sons of Egtlred com- 
ing 1nto England to viſit their Mother £979ma, bringing 
a Company of Normans with them, Godwin having a 
Daughter that he meant to Matry to Edward, and fo 
ſet him up to be King, he perſwaded Harde! notus the 
King, and alſo the Lords, not to ſuff.r the Normans 
to comein, bu to puniſh them for an example. In. 
ſomuch as he got commiſſion from the King to that pur- 
poſe. | 
And ſo meeting the Normans at a place called Guild 
Down, there he murdered the moſt of them innocent- 
ly. And as Swan the King of Denmark had tythed 
te Monks of Canterbarz, ſo Godwin {lew nine of 
the Normans and ſaved the tenth. He ſlewalſo among 
others Alfredizs, with twelve Knights that came along 
with him, which Afredzs was right Heir to the 
Crown. The other Brother fearing Godpins Treaſon, 
was conveyed again to his Mother and ſent to Nor- 
mandy. But whether theſe things were done by the 
Kings conſent, is not certainly known ; however this 


| is true, God did ſhortly revenge the quarrel of theſe 
I Normans in Conquering the whole Land by » ili;am 


the Conqueror a Norman, and the Normans that came 
in by him. 

For juſt it was, that as the Normans coming in with 
an-Exgleſh natural Prince were murthered of Engls/h- 
men ; fo the Engli/b thould be {lin by the NN ormans 
coming in with a Foraiga King, beingnone of their Nay 
tural Country. j 

Then i: follows in the ſtory, that this King after ke 
had reigned t:zo years, and being merry at Dinner at 
Lambeth, he was ſtricken dumb and fell to the cron 
N ag 
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and in eight days he died wit hout iflue, who was the 
aſt of the Dariſb Kings of any that reigned of their | 
blood. And ſo here was 2n end of the two Sons ofl b 
Canutus, Harold and Hardecanutus, 

Tt.is foreſaid Codwim by (anntzs Daughter bad þ 4 
Son who was drowned. Burt of his ſecond Wife t: } 
had ſix Sons, Swanns, Herold, Toſtins, vilinotrs, Siril 
or Sarth, and Leofricas : and one Daughter called G4 ,,, 
ditha, which was after Married to Edward tte Confelf ,,, 
ſor, Beſide the Sons (arntrs had a Daughter name þ,, 
Guinilda, who was Married to Henericus the Empe. ha; 
for, who being accuſed of ſpouſe breach, and having ;y, 
no Champion or Knight that would fiehr for her (as, 
the manner of the Country is ) a little Boy or Dwatt{ 
that ſhe brought our of England undertook the Quarf [on 
rel, and fought with a great Monſtrous German, and}, 
being low, . crept under him and cut his Legs in ſud, 
manner as he brougot him ro the grqund, and {trucgy; 
off his kead, and ſaved the life of the Queen, if it bY 7 
true as Fabian reports. Nin, 

A while after the King did return from Þomd. * 
Ce] he had beſtowed grcat gifts, and builr a placd;,} 
for relief of Pilgrims, as alſo did eftabliſh the tribur on 
called Dane -giit or Rome-jhot fo called Beingfhr 
walking, as fome fay, at the part of Sonuthampron hin 
fome of his No' "oy coming to him, called him Kinffh ef 
of Kengs and moſt ; mis Pty, I; 

But *( which is worth obſerving ) the King, wheQ.,,, 
ther of pride or to reprove their flattery, commande 1] 
his Chair to be ſet by the Sea fide at what time thfþ,,,, 
Sea began to fluw ; 'fome ſay he only fat with his Gayy,,, 
ment folded under him ; and there charged the Floo 7 
ariſing, that it ſhould not come near or touch him nc} bares 
his Cloaths : But the water keeping its courſe, cam, ,z 
NCeatt 
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he nearer and nearer to bim, coming to his Feet, and 
elf {o encreafed higher 2nd higher, that it wet him well- 
of fxyoredly. 
Whereat the King abathed, or par.ly for fear, he 

7 i} {tarted ur, and turning to the Lorfs he ſpake after 
If this manner : 
rh Tor call me King of lungs and maſt Mighty, yet I Can- 
20Y not command a lutle 11 ater to ſtay at my word, ont it t 
tel ready to arown me, Wherefore all earthly Kings ay 
ih bro» that all their power ts ſhort ana but vain, in come 
POL nariſon of the Keng of Kings that made heaven and earth, 
1 :he Sea and all in them : he only ts to be glorified who 15 
( af :be Father of our Lord feſres Chriſt. 
rt And ſome report that he would never wear his 
IafCromwn again, but went . to 'rcheſter cr Canters 
angry, where he acknowledged a greater power 
ucthan himſelf, and fo reſigned his Crown to kim for 
Uceyecr : 
4 Tris to be noted that this King did 1n the begin= 

ning of his reign allow of King Edpars Laws ; yet 
Mithe made many good Laws of his own both Fempo- 
Aral and Eccleliiftical : whereby it appears that the 
uf-2pe had not all the power in his own hands, but 
18 har Kings had power as well in ſpiritual as temporal 
'oRhings which appertained to them. As for example, 
Witheſc Laws he made as follow, | 

 lnprimis, That # i5 meet in Fanerals that money 
DU 52214 be grven for opening the earth. | 
del That if there be any buried in anather Pariſh, the 
Tf-one; ſhould be given to that Pa: i/h wiereto the Party 
2 ap elonged that ated. 
Of 7 kat Sunday [homld be kept holy, forbidding ail Mare 
nets or Fazrs tobe kept on that day; or that peop'e ſhonla 
ay that day follow any ſecular buſni: 
arc | N 2 T as 
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1 hat if a Miniſter killd a man, he ſhould be deprs- 
ved of order and dignity. 
That a woman that committed Adultery, or other 
crime, her Hueband being alive , ſhe. ſhould have her 
N5ſe and Ears ſlit or cut off. 


T hat every Widow that married in twelve months af- 


ter her Hubanas death, ſoul! life her jzyninre &C. 

And here an end of the Daniſh Kings, Now to the 
Engliſh Kings, whoſe right line comes in here by Ea. 
ward the Confclor, 


King Edward, Call'd the Confcſlor, 


After by the merciful providence of God the Eng. 


{; were ſet free from theſe Daniſh Kings, and the 
captivity and miſery ſuſtained for the ſpace of twenty 
eight years together, and from their firſt coming in 
fince Briphtricas entring, the term of two hundred 
fil:y five years, the Crown fell at laſt to Edward tic 
younger Son of Egelred and Emma his Wiite, being a 
mere Engli/þ man, who had bcen long baniſhed the 
Kingdom, a man of a ſoft diſpoſition , gentle and 
meek, ſo given to peace that he would ſay he had ra- 
ther b. without the Kingdom than come in by war 
and blood. 

This Eaward being {ent far by the Nobles and T.ords 
into NV ormenay, ycot miſtruſtirgg the mutability 


of the Eng/tſh was loth to venter ; yet having ſufficient} 


pledges for him in Normandy, came over, accompa- 
nied with a few Normans, and was Crowned at Jin 


Shefter by Ed/ins Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury in thif 


year of our Lord 1943. 


Not iong after, Edward married Goditha or Eaithif 
Daughter of Eatl Gedysn, whom he ſo treated that h{þ 
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nerther put her from his bed, nor lay carnally with 
her; whether it was for hatred of her kindred, or of 
cbaltity, it is uncertain ; but moſt Writers think it 
was his continency, being never accuſed of offence in 
that kind, and tt.erectore he 1s called by ſome [Holy 
Edward. | 

But taking the government on him he ruled tte 
Realm with much modeſty, piety, gentleneſs and h- 
berality to the poor, as a'{9 with wiſdom and juſtice, 
the ſpace of four an! twenty years, lacking two 
months, and gaye a yertuous exainple to ali bis Sub- 
jects under him. He ſubdued the Scors and Felch men 


| that lay about the borders, having no {oreign Enemy 


or Stranger that did aſſay't bim, 

About this time Emma the Kings Mother was ac- 
cufed of incontinency with Alwin Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter ; upon which the King by the counſel of Gods 
win took from her ver Treaſure and Jewels,and cauſed 
her to be kept cloſe in the Abbey of Warnell; at laſt 
the buſineſs was committed to examination of the 
Clergy, and (he pur her ſelf upon tryal ; ſome of the 
Biſhops laboured to compoſe the buſineſs berwixt 
chem both; but Kobere the Arch-Biſhop of Canter 
vury being diſcontented, ſtood up and told his Bre» 
thren, ſaying, wby would they defend a Woman (ra- 
ther a Beaſt rhan a Woman ) that had defam'd her 
Son and was naught with the Biſhop? ſaying alſo, It 
the Woman wal! purge the Pricſt, who muſt then 

urge the Woman that had been conſenting to her 
Son Alfrea's death, and poured poyſon to her Son 


* Edward? But in concluſion he gaye ſentence if the 


would (guilty or guiltleſs) go barcfooted for her 


| ſelf four Steps, and for the Bithop five, upon nine 
| Plaw-thares fire hot , if ſhe eſcaped harmleſs the 
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4i,0uld efcapc guilddeſs; to which the agreed, Te: 
day and place being appoin.cd and come, the King 
and Nobles being preſent ſhe was led blindfold to the 
place betwixt two men Where the Irons ſay burning 
hot, and paſt the nine Plow-ſhares unturt; at lai 
jaid (he, Lord when ſhalll come to the place of my 
Purgation ? But the being unbiinded, and ſeeing ſhe 
bad no kurt, kneeled down and e oaVve God then ks, 
IN/omMuch as the King repented ( a5 che $:ory ſaith,) 
and received her into favour, e1ving back all he Jew. 
els and Treaſure, But the Biihop tled wo N ov 
mandy. | 

About this tine (ell orcat Snow which lifted from 
January to earch, after which cnſued a great mur- 
rain of Cattel and Beaſts, as alſo much Corn ſpuiled, 
which was by Itghtning blaſted, | 

Soon after there fell great vatiance betwixt ihe King 
and Earl Gedain, infomuch that the King repudiared 
his Wife; and :be Earl with his five Cons Was Outs 
lawed, though after they were called in and received 
into Gar , the Earl] giving two of his Sons as pled- 
ces of bis fidelity to the King. 

Caring the outlaw of Godwin, 11 :illiazs Baſtard Son 
of the Duke of Normandy, came into England with 2 
great train, to ſee King Eaward, whom the King 
royally entertained, giving great oifts and preſents tO 
each other ; and ſome ſay promiſed the Duke that in 
cafe he died without iflue he ſhould ſycceed him 1n 

the Kingdom. 

in this Kings ume lived Zariams Scots, - the Sto- 
ry Writer. 

Concerning the end of this Earl Godwin, the mur- 
der of Ai 7d and the Normans, though Stories differ, 
yet mol agree in tt 1s, that as the King was at mo__ 
all 
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and Godin with him, the Earl was accuſed to the 
King of ſome evil, infomuch as OTedwen ſeeing the 
King dilpleaſcd, excuſed himſcifas well as he could ; 
but at laſt rook 2 morſe} of bread which he intended 
r ſwallow, and Withr ir mipht be his death if he 
WAS ouilty: but as ſoon as tenad put 1: in his mouth, 
he was thercwith chuaked, and died Which the 
King ſeeing, commanded he ſould be drawn from 
the Table, and fo he wa:, being conyeyed by his 
Son Harold to Wincheſter, and was there buried. 

About the I hirteenth of this Kings Reign , the 
King ſent to the Emperour that he would pleaſe to 
ſend to the King of Hangaria, praying him that his 
Couſen Edward lon of Zdmnnd Ironſide might come in- 
to England, for ſo much as he intended to make him 
King after him ; which was granted, he coming in 
the year of our Lord 1056, with his Wife and three 
Children whoſe names were Edgar eAdelinge, Har- 
garet and Chriſtana. 

But the year after fa4ward died in London and was 
buried at 7 eſtminſter, after Whoſe deceaſe the King 
was minded to moke Edgar eAazlinge his Heir; bur 
miſtcuſting the Ezzg/ifþ men, and fearing the malice of 
Harold, he ſent to + aw Duke of Normandy, aflign- 
ing bim to be his !1aaful Heir, and to ſucceed him 1n 
the Crown. | 

After the death of Godwin, Harold waxed ftrong in 
the Kings favuur, infomuch as he ruſedall. The King 
ſent him and 7off:as his Brother againſt the relcb men : 
Bur envy growing betwixt the Brethren, Toſtins lee- 
ing his Erother fo highly in the Kings favour, he at 
Rereford ſlew all his Brothers men, cutting them in 
quarters and falting them up in Barrels of Wine and 
Vinegar, and {9 prepared to go againſt his. Brother 
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Harold, So wicked were theſe Children and Bro. 
thers, that if they ſaw any Manſion or Mannor of any 
mans that liked them, they would fliy the Owners and 
take poſl:Mſon of it to themſelve-. 

At length aarold intended to fail over into Nor- 
mandy, have was by wind and weatter croit and dri- 
ven into Portezth, and there taken Prifoner and ſent 
to Duke Wiliazz, to whom be was made to {nar 
that in time he ſhould marry his Daughter, and after 
Edward's death ſhould keep the Land to his behalf, 
which was thought to be the Kings mind. 
 Afﬀter this promiſe made to #e//iam he returned to 
England with his Couſen Hacws, the Son of his Bro- 
ther Swanw being delivered to him, and after his re- 
turn he ſhewed the King what he had done 1n the 
aforeſaid matters, with which the King ſeemed to be 
well content, And ſo it appears he was wiling, 
and had given his own promile to relltam tor- 
merly. 

Among all that were truſty to King Zdward none 
like Leofricus the King of - Flercia and Cheſter, who 


purchaſed great liberties for the Town of (oventrey, 


and made it free of all manner of things, but only 
Horſe, which [reedom was obtained by his Wife Go- 
41na by riding, as fame goeth, after a ſtrange manner 
through the Town. 

This Leofricas and his Wife builded an Abbey 
in Coventrey and endowed it with Lands and great 
riches. 

rdyard the Outla x, whom Edward purpoſed ſhould 
be King, dicd and left Edgar eacling and Margaret, 
vvbich /dargarert was married to the King of the 
Sco's, and was the Mother of Matitild or Aland Queen 
of Engiznt, 2nd of David King of Scots, 


This 
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This godly and vertuous King Edward, after he 


had reigned three and twenty years and ſeven months, 
died, and yyas buried at weſtminfler, which he had 


begun to build and repair, and was farther enlarged 


by Henry the Third, and Son of King John. 

Et 15 reported, that in his ſickneſs he dreamed that 
tor the (1ns of the Prieſts of the Land, being not Ser- 
vants of God but of the Devil, that God vvould de- 
liver the Land ro Strangers, as it came to paſs, but 
1 let the Dream pals vvith ir, 

This Edward made many good Lawns, but one u- 
niverſal Lavy he fetled through all England, infomuch 
as fevy or none did rebel along time after. 

And «Matthew Pars reports that William the Con- 
querour vvhen he came in, ſwore to maintain the 


' Lavvs of Edward ; but vyhen he vyas eſtabliſhed in 


the Kingdom, heleft them, and pur in more obſcure 
and harſh Laws for the Engliſh, and forſwore 
himſelf. 

And moreover in the Antient Records of the City of 
London at the Gaila-Hall, the ofhce of a King is de» 
ſcribed, with other things appertaining to the Kingly 
Office; vvbich though i: be in Larne is not unmeet 
to be Engliſhed, which are to this purpoſe : 

T hat in the firſt place the King [hould defend the Holy 
Church, and pluck out evil doers, and encourage theſe 
that did wigilantly lzdy the good of the People. 

Three Servants the King ſhould keep under him as 
Vaſſals, viz. Fleſhly luſts, Avarice, and greedy De- 
fire ; which if he did, he ſhould rule well, and preſerve 
himſelf and Kingdoms, 

As alſo, that Kings ſlonuld do nothing raſhly, but with 
premeattation, | 

And there follows alſo the duty of the Subjects, 

Wwhere- 
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wherein are many convenient and neceſſary things , | 


all of which #:/:.:22 took ſome and left others, place. 
ing his own Laws to ſerve his own purpoſe, and 


which to this day are to be ſeen in the Norman Lan- 


guage remaining, 


Kin o Haro!d. 


Harold izcond Son of Eat! Goarir:, and laft King 


of the Saxons, (though divers of the Noblcs ſtood 


for Eapar Adeling ) notwithſtanding his oath to Duke | 
Fillam, and contemaing the young age of Eapar | 


-P 


Adeling, Heir of Edrmmid tronjiae, took upon him to 
be King in the year of our Lord, ro66, But when 


Harold Barfager, King of Denmark, and Son of Ca- 


tus, heard of the death of Kina Eaward, he came 
imto Eng/and with 300 fail of Ships, who joyning 
with Toſttzs, Brother to Harold, King of Enpland , 
the Lords of the Countrey aroſe in the North, and 
gave them Battle ; yet the Danes had the Victory, 
And therefore Harold, King of England, gave them 
another ſtrong Battle, and had the Viftory , where 
Harola with bis own hand flew Haro'd Harfager the 
Dane. Atrer which Haroid grew proud and would 
10t divide the prey that he had got,among his Knights, 
which was fore to their diſcontent, and by it be loſt 
the fayour of his People. 

At which time #z!ram Duke of Normandy ſent 2 
Meſſage to Harold, claiming the Kingdom by his own 
promiſe, that he would keep ir for him after Ednaras 
death, But Harold ſent him word, it was a nice 
thing, and his Daugiter being dead, he thought him- 
felt diſcharged of that promiſe, and therefore 
would not par: with kis Kingdom on ſuch Terms, 
being 
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being then compelled by need to promiſe that of which 
he thought himſelf now diſcharged. 

Duke william receiving this anſwer, conſulted with 
his Knights what to do, and likewiſe ſent to Pope A- 
lexander to make known his Title; which the Pope 
zpproving, encouraged him and confirmed him in ir, 
and fent him a Conſecrated Banaecr to bear about him 
in the Ship wherein himſelf ſhould Sail. 

Duke :!/{am being provided of all things ſet to 
Sea, taking chipping at the Haven of Saint Valery, 
where he tarricd along time for Wind ; infomuch as 
his Souldiers murmured,and ſaid, it was a woadnels to 
29 and take another mans Kingdom, and that God 
was againſt them 1n 1t. 

Atlaſt the wind came about, and taking S:ipping 
with his Navy, he came and Landed at Haſting in Suſſex. 
There are ſome that pive three reaſons of zilliamss 
coming into this Land to ſubdue 1t + one was becauſe 
it was given him by King Eaward js Nephew; ano- 
ther was for the revenge of the cruel death of Alfred 
his Brother, and the ſlaughter of the Normans, which 
Fe aſcribed to Harold; anda thirdreaſon was to revenge 
the wrong done to the Arch-Bithop Koberrt, which 
was exiled by means of Harold in the time of King Ed- 
ward, Put while Harold was in the North, Luke 


2 4lliam made all fpecd he could to come to London 


before him. But the Londoners withſtanding him, 
would not ſuffer him to paſs till he had put in good 
ſurcty that he vvould do them no hurt ; vvhich pro- 
miſe he kept, and ſo paſſed the Bridge and vvent into 
Seſſex, from vvhence he ſent to Raro/d, propounding 
three things, vvhich of them he vyould chooſe : Firſt, 
that Haro!/d ſhould render the Land to him, and take 
it 8gain under tribute: or Secondly, to ſtand to the 
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Popes arbftrement betyvixr them : or Thirdly, to I; 


defend his Quarrel in his ovyn perſon by dint of Syvord © 
vvichout any other blood ſhedding. But Harold re- | 
fuſed all theſe offers, ſaying, i: (hould be tried by dint 
of Svvords, and not of one Syyord, 
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And ſo Harold gathering his Army together joyned !! * 


Pattel yvith the Normans in the place vvhich vvas after | 
called Batte!, vyhere an Abbey vyas built, and the | 
Tovyn called Bartel. | 

In the beginning the &g(ih kept their Array fo vyel! 
as they were likely to vanquith the Normans. Where. 


fore Duke william cauſed his men to give back as | 


though they fled away; fo that the Engliſh followed 
faſt and brake their Array, which the Normans per- | 
ceiving, they gavea freſh and ſharp charge upon them *' 
and got the Victory of the Eplh, through the juſt ' 
hand of Providence; whereas Harold, which before 
had murdered Alfred the true Heir of the Crown, 
which came with a Company of Normans, was now 
wounded by the Normans with an Arrow in the left 
eye, of which he incontinently died. Though ſome 
fay he fled to (eſter living a Monaitical life and there 
died, which 1s not like to be true, but was ſlzinin 
that Batrel, afrer he had reigned nine months, and 
was buried at waltham, being the laſt that reigned of | 
the blood of the Szxons, the which continued, reck- » 
oning from Hengrft his reign in Kent, by the ſpace 
of five hundred ninety one years : and if it be reck- 
oned from the reign of the weſt-Saxons, then it in» 
dured the ſpace of five hundred fixty five years. 

This Duke »illiam and Edward were Couſens by | 
the Fathers fide; for Richard the Third Duke of Þ 
Normandy after Rollo, was Father to Duke Richard ' 
the Second of that name, and Brother unto Emma 
| Es | Mother 
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1 Mother of Kino Edward; which Richard the Second 


was Fatherto Duke Roberr, this Duke william the 
Conquerours Father. 

Albeit in this matter many gather the cauſe of theſe 
troubles, and may be better than I; yet if I mayſpeak 
as | think, the conſanguinity betwix: the Kings was 
not ſo} much, as the juſt judgment of God that did 


| ſuffer the Normans to prevail for the cruel murder of 


| the Normans by Farula and the Engliſh, which was 


now juſtly recompenſed. 

Novv to leave theſe matters and add ſomething of 
the order of the Bithops of Canterbury, beginning 
where weleft, vvhich was e/phegus, vvho as is ce- 
clared was ſtoned at Greenwich by the Normans, af:er 
whom ſucceeded Living, after him Epelnothus, then 
Roberts a N orman, a great doer, and then came 
Stygardus, who inyaded the See,Story faith, by Sizz0- 
71, being Arch-Biſhop of Canterbary and Biſhop of 
VVincheſter, and Abbat tn another place, wherein 
he continued a great ſpace, gathering goods and great 
rickes, till at length Duke Yam clapt bim up in 
Priſon, and placed Lanfrancus a Lombard in his room, 
25 (hall be declared, 

Naw although the Church of God aid not continue 


| iN perfection as it was firſt inſtitured by the Apoſtles, 


bur in proceſs of time grew vvoile and vvorſe, de- 
clining co ſuperitition, and many inconveniencies be- 
pen, partly by the coming in of Mahomer, and partly 
by the incteaſe of riches and wealth, and want of di- 
ligence in them that had the care of the Church, who 
vvere or ſhould have been guides of it; yet the 1n» 
fecion an corruption did not fo abound in that ex- 
ceſſive manner and meaſure, 2s !t did in the latter 
times about a thouſand years after Chrift, 
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About vwhich time and year came Sylvefter the cel 
cond of that name, vvio ſucceeded afcer Gregory the!!' 


Firlt, and occupied the See of Rome about the thou... 


fandth year after Chriſt, vyanting one or two. 


This Splveſter vvas a Sorcerer, and through conju. 
ration and compact with the Devil became Pope, * 


which Stella and Bruno, Plating and others affirm in 


; 


4 
expreſs words : Tiat Sylveſter a French man called 
Gilbertzs yer ſat in the Papacy four years one month | 


and cighth days, coming from his Monaſtery to He- | 


ſpals a City in Spain, plying his Byok fo well and | 


profitably that he vvas made Do&or, having amonp 
his auditors Othothe Emperoutrs Son and Robert the 
French King. 

So that he was made Biſhop of Rhezms, and after 
of Ravenna, and by compact with the Devil was at 
Iſt made Pope of Zame; vyho asked the Devil hovy 
long he ſhould enjoy the Popedom ? the Devil an- 
ſyvering him, till he Chould ſay Maſs in 7ernſalem. 

At length about four years after he was ta ſay Maſs 
as hedid in Zenr in the Temple of the Holy Croſs, be- 
ing call'd Feraſalem, fo that then he knevy he ſhould 
not live long; vvhereupon, as the Story faith, he was 
ftruck vvith repentance. and confeſſed his fault openly 
before the People, defiring his body ſhould be lay'd 
ina Cart and be buried vviere the Horſes of their 0:40 
accord ſhnuld draw or carry it, yvhich as they ſay by 
the providence of God, and to ſhew there is remiſſi- 
on to be hoped for of penitent Sinners, carried thz 
body to the Church of Lateran, and there it was bu- 
ried, Which may be an admonition to all Sorcerers 
and Inchanters to beware hovy they be deceived 
by the operation of Sathan, yyho inthe end decei- 
veth them, 

After 


9 


as Seo extents © Gert ca Fara hens 


POET OY ee thd. FRE ſn 


ws aps wS tian A 


Se.) 
the! 
1] the year 1004, through inſtigation of Odzlo Abbot 


(191) 
After Sylveſter ſucceeded John the Nineteenth, by 
vhom was firſt brought up the Feaſt of 4/! Soxls in 


of ({{antack, This Monk thought Pargatory to be 


{in the Ile of Czci/ in Mount e£rma, and reported 


he heard the Devils roaring and yelling vvhen they 


; heard the Maſles and Funeral Drrges, 


Not long after came Fehr the Twentieth and Ser- 


| 91zes, after vvhoin ſucceeded Benedifs the Eighth, 
| then John the one and twentieth, vvho was promoted 
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by Grattan and Braz atur vwho were Sorcerers, and 


he brought in the Feaſt of John Baptiſt and St. Larn- 
rence, 
After him came PBenediftus the Ninth, a Ne- 


| cromancer and Magician, vvho lived in woods and 


ſolitary places, uſing his Enchantments, reſiſting Heze- 
ricus the Third Son to (orradns, putting bim from 
the Empire, and placed Perris King of Hmngary in 
his room, vvith this Verſe, 

Petra dedit Roman Petro, tibi Papa Coronam. 

Which vvas falſe, for Chriſt never took autho- 
rity of Magiſtrates upon him , neither did he give 1t 
to Peter, nor had the Pope power to give ot diſpoſe 
of Kingdoms, 

Bur after he fearing that Henericns might recover bis 
Empire if he prevailed in Batrel, he fold his Papacy 
ro Gratianus called Gregory the Sixth for fifteen hun- 
dred pound, 

At vvhich time there vvere three Popes reigning 
tocether in Rowe, viz, Benedifius the Ninth , Syl- 
veſter the Third , and Gregory the Sixth. For the 
vvhich cauſe zenricus, firnamed Niger, the Empe= 
rour, coming to ewe diſplaced theſe three Monſters 
27 once, and placed in their room Clement the = 
cond, 
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cond , and canſed it to be enacted that no Pope | 
ſhould be choſen hereafter but by conſent and con. 1 
firmation of the Emperour : The Romans making | 
Oath to the Empcrour, never .to intermeddle jn the ! 
EleQion of the Popes, Howbeit the Emperour de- 

par.ing; they broke their Oath, and po) ſoned the © 


Pope. 


Second, Leo the Ninth, Yittor the Secand, Stephen the 


Ninth, and Nicholas the Second , were all poy- | 


ſoned. 


ſo he did, being one Bruno an Almain and Bithop 


of {ollen, aftcrward call d Leo the Ninth, who after - 
he was elected and 1n his Ponteficalibus coming to- | 
wards 79m, there met him che Abbat of {luntach, | 
and Hildebrand a Monk, and rated at him becauſe he 
would be choſen by the Emperour, and not by the | 


Biſhops and Clergy or Cardinals of Rome. 


And ſo being apt «nough to take evil counſel, he ! 
pur off his Robes and pur on another habit, and ſo } 
came to Rome, acknowledging his fault ro the People | 
and Clergy, and fo was admitted Pope, called Leo .he Þ 


Niath; and then he made H:{d&brand a Cardinal and 
admitted him to high room. 


Under this Pope were called rwo Councils, the | 


one 


So that in t: irteen years there were nine Popes | 
poy ſoned, and moſt of them by Brazatas, as ſome | 
think. However Clement the Second, Damaſus the | 


This Clement the Second being poyſoned, Dama- | 
fus the Second came, who neither by the People nor ' 
by the Emperour was eleted, but by force and invaſli- ' 
on; who in three and twenty days was poyſoned, 1049. | 
Whereof grew great contention in Romze, infomuch as | 
the Romans by the counſel of the Cardinals ſent to the 
Emperour to deſire him to give them a Pope ; and | 
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1 one was kept at Yerſeilles, where the doctrine of Be- 
1 rengarizs againſt the real preſence in the Sacrament 
ng J was condemned, though PBerengarizs recanted nor; 
he Þ yer nevertheleſs, it was after by Nictolas the Second 
le- confirmed again, | 
he J The other Council was held at £AMopnntia, where 
| was acted and decreed, That the Preeſts ſhould utterly 
'eS | be excluded from Marriage, and that no Lay-man 
ne \ ſhould give any Benefice or Biſhoprich, or other fſpirin 
he Þ mma! promotion to any Perſon. 
e in the time of this 1eo it happened he was vvith the - 
y- 1 Emperour at /Vormes on Ciri/tmas day, and did ex- 
' communicate the Sub deacon, becauſe he read not the 
1 Epiſtlein the Romans true. The Arch-Biſhop being 
or | movedatit, vvent from the Altar, being at Maſs, and 
(1- ] vvould not ſay ſervice till his Deacon was reſtored, 
9. |] vvhich preſently the Pope ſent and reſtored,and ſo the 
as |] ſervice yvent on, 
| Afﬀrer this Leo, vvbom Brazatus poyloned in the 
1d | firſt year of his Popedom, one Theophilatt ſtrove to 
Pp | be Pope, vvhich arildebrand ſeeing went to the Em- 
:t | perour, being ſent for fear of the Emperours diſplea- 
)- ſure, vvho aſſigned them another called 7&7, a Ger- 
| -2an, and hedepoled many of the Clergy, for Symo- 
'&© |ny and Fornication; for Symony, becauſe they took 
]ctheir Livings of ſecular men; and for Fornication, 
{becauſe they were married, tut this Pope in the fe. 
© Jcond year of his Papacy yyas poyloned by Brazatzs 
O Jand Hildebrand. 
c | Here began che Church of Rozze to wring out of 
E the Emperour hands the election of Popes. The 
d YClergy ele&ing Srephen the Ninth for Pope, contrary 
J:0 their Oath made co the Emperour. 
And at this time was the Church of /4:!lan brought 
| O to 
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to obedience of the Romiſh See by Stephen; and be | ; 
was not aſhamed to accuſe the Emperour of Hereſic | 
in miniihing the Roman yees authoriry. $n that then { 
it was Herette not to maintain the ambition of the 50. | ly 
miſh Prelates, anq they called it Symony to receive any ! 
Spiritual benefice or prom tion from a Secular mans | 
hand. And this Pope ſent Hildebrand to ſeveral paces | 4 
ro reform this buſineſs, who did help on the matter 
y-ry earncitly, Bu: Stephen drinking of Brazatms Cup | 
fel lick, which Hildebrand hearing polted home apace, £ 
2 1d being come to Tome, afſembled all the Companys of | 
tie Clergy, and ſyore them not to Ele& any Pope | 
without the Common conſent of them all. So then 4 
Hildebrand polted to Florence to fetch that Bilhop(they | 
{xearing to Ele& none in the mean wiile, ) But when | 
he was gone, the People were ſo impatient, that they ' 
would not itay {o long; but ſeeing Srephen dead, Ele! 
Ged Beneaitus the tenth; by which Hildebrand mas | 
not a little offended, and cauſed the Clergy to come | 
roa new Election : buc they not dariag to attempr it! 
went to Sexe, and there Elected one Garbarars for 
Biſhop of Rome, Sotiarthcre weretwo Popes to 
oether at Rome. Bur CG arharam called Nicholas the | 
tecond by the help of the Clergy of [raly and Duke; 
Goafrid, caufed the other Pope to» be epoſed., And 
Beneaitts hearing the butineſs thar Bilde brand was a-® 
oainit him, he unpoped himiclt, and went to Vitrats, | 
where he lived more quietly than he ſhould have doneh 
at Rome. ; 
It were too long to declare the confederation off 
his Pope with Robertus Guiſcardns, whom this Pope} 
ogainſt al all rule and Law made Duke of Apulia, Calbria, 
C:cilia, and Captain General of all the Forces ot} 
St, Peters Lands, that ſo he might the better ſupport 
him 3 
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6G. i him, and ſo he did, who by violence and force ſub- 
"IC © ducd all thatdid rebel againſt bim, and brought them in 
4 2 ſubjeRion to tim. 

wy 7 But howthis ſtood with Chriſts or Perers Do trine, 
7 to ſubdue and take whole Kingdoms from the right 
| oxncrs, to maintatn th- Popes pride and ambition, 
2 Jetthe Reader judge. Burt ar laſt this Pope asthe reſt 
| had done before !1m taſted of Brazatins Cup, and fo 
 rurned up his heels, 

| In this Popes time the fond deviſe of Tranſubſtanri= 
7 ation was deviiedat a Council, 

7 Now at the beginning of this Pope, Henricw the 
Fourth was made Emperour after the deceaſe of Henry 
| the third being but a Child, and reigned fitty y ears, 
| yet not without great moleſtation and trouble; and 
7 all through the wickedneſs and ungratious dealing of 
Hildebrand, as in timc ſhall be declared, the Lord will. 
ing. 

And here oll Princes may take notice by the way, 
that if they fear the Popes curſe they ſhall be made 
Slaves ; if rev do not, they may do what they liſt - 
beinglike Domitianw's thunder ; if you give car tothe 
report or crack of it, it is terrible; but look into the 
cauſe thereof, it is a mere ridiculous thing. 

ln the Rejgn of this Pope, in the year of our Lord 
1060, eMidredis Bihiop of Worſter, and after Kins- 
man to the Arch Biſhop of York, coming to Rome 
with Toſtizs the Exrl of Northumberland to the Pope 
for his Pall, could not have it, but was, 1 know not 
for what, deprived of «ll his dignities, and going 
bome was robbed and ſpoiled of all his Gods that 
he brought to Rome, whereupon he returned and 
made his complaint to Teſti vs, who being a man of 
great courage and boldneſs, i{toutly told the Pope to 

0 2 his 


his Face, that if he would nor reſtore his Goods, his | 
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curſe was not feared in Foraign Lands, which his own © 
V2gabonds and baſe people ciſpiſed at home. And # 
#herefore he required the Pope to reſtore his Goods, | 
or cl{c he charged him that they were gone by his ſub- | 
tilty and means, And that the King of England ſhould Kt! 
underſtand it and deprive him of recciving any more fl 
tribute in England ; ar the end the Pope was perſwaded Ph 
by the argument of his Purſe, to ſend {/dredns home | 
with his Pall according to his requeſt 'Þ 

After this the Lombards ele&t:d a Biſhop of their 
own to be Pope, and ſent to the Emperour for his 
conſent and fupportation $ his name was Caaolzs the 
Biſhop of Parmer, ro which requeſt the Emperour 
conſented and gave his voice, which Reldebrand 
hearing ( being a ſtout maintainer of the Popes au- 
thority and liberties 2gain{t the Emperour.) He ſet 
up a Faction contrary in Keme, which choſe another 
Pope named *nſclmns, called Alexander the Second. 
But Cago!:s ſetting torth for Rom: witha god ſtrength 
being ele&ed by the Emperour and Cardinals, -{lex- 
ander no lefs prepared another 4rmy to receive him, 
betwixr whom there was a great conflict and many 
fiain on both ſides : But Cagolns though he had the 
beſt canſe, yet had the worſt ſucceſs, being at that 
time repell'd ; yet renewing his Army and coming 
wich agrea er power, as alſo the Emperour ſending 
the Biſhop of (lc to Rome, to chide the Pope for 
king the Emperours Authority belonging to his pre- 
eccefiors for many years ; But Hildebrand fet on all 
manner of wickedneſs and ambition, and being putt 
up with pride of his late Victory, would not ſuffer 
the Embaſſador to wil on his tale, but interrupted 
jim in the middle, telling him, if chey calk of o__ 
7 | the 
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| the cuſtom Jay not in the Emperours, but in the Cler- 
ey ; ſo that Ocho the Embaſlador be like bearing with 
the Pope, more than the Emperour was content to 
be perſwaded, only defired in the Emperours name 
{that there ſhould be a General Council called to defide 
ald the buſineſs, in which Council the Emperour ſhould 
Yre f{be preſent himſelf, and fo he was, In the which Coun- 
led © il held at e Mantua, it was declared for Alexander 
ne to be Pope, and Cadolo had his pardon granted; In this 
Council, it was decreed no Prieſts to have any Wives, 
cir > or if they had Concubines ti cy thould not ſay Mals, 
1is & and beſide other things,that which made for #zldebrand 
he © thatno ſecular man ſhould have any hand in giying 
ur | ſpiritual promotion or benefices ; and that the Ele- 
17d © tion of the Popes ſhould be only. in the hands of the 
1- Þ} Cardinals. Benno Caramals wrices that after this A- 
et lexander, ſeeing their crafty dealing, and that he was 
er © but ſet up to ſerve their own purpole, being at Maſs, 
J. & and Preaching to the People, told them tha: he would 
h Ynotſicin the Seatand place of Pope, unleſs he had the 
-- © Emperours Licenſe; which when a:ldebrand heard, he 
1, © was in ſuch arage, as he could ſcarce hold his hand off 
y + him till Maſs was done; but after it was done, Hilde- 
e © brand by violence of men,got Alexander, and dragged 
t | himinto.a ſecret Chamber, and all ro bepomiled þim 
p | with his Fiſts, raring and rebuking him tor going a- 
> bout to ſeek favour of the Emperour; and ſo kept 
r &© himin ſtrict cuſtody, allowing him only five groats 
-  aday forhis maintenance ; mean while Hildebrand en- 
I . }croached to himſelf all rhe revenues of the Church, 
t | procuring to himſelfmuch treaſure. 
" = Ar laſt under the miſerable durance of Hildebrand, 
| 7 4lexander died at Eventide after eleven years and a 
, RF half of his Popedom, 
T- And 
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And ſo much for Rowr/h matters, and now to re 
turn to England the order of yvhich requires us to 
treat on: YViliam the Conquerour being next King 
of England, but only a certain Oration of King #4. 
gars was omitted 1n 1ts place, but better now than not 
at all, which you may read at large, pap.153, inthe Atts 
and Mon. wherein is only to be noted three things 
efpcially. 

Firft, The Religious care of Kings in giving means 
to the Church, and correcting the manners of Church 
men. 


Secondly, The exceſſive behaviour and diſſclute} 
wantonneſs of the Clergy, abuſing the great dona-| 


tions that was given them. 


Thirdly, The blind ignorance of thoſe times of | 


both Eſtates, both in the Ecclefiiftical and Temporal, 


in conceiving that in giving to the Church, in main- | 
taining and building Churches, Abbeys and Monaſte-| 
ries, they thought to merit remiſſion of fins and fal- | 
vation, ſo taking away free juſtification by Chriſts 


blood alone, Ad- 4 we @. 


334 
of \.f 4 0 


Now it remaineth only that as in the former Book, | 
ſo now we proſecute the order of the Arch-Biſhops of i}, 


Canterbury, as we have done the race of Kings, be- | = 
oinning with Ethelredins where we left, who followed | 


tioned where we left before. 


Celnoc5 the Seventeenth Arch. Biſhop of that See,men- | 


LAY 
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pe The Names and Order of the Arch-Bifſhops of 


ingſh Canterbury, from the time of King Ezbert 


E-f to Hillam the Conquerour. 
not 


i XVII. Erhelredus. 
"> XIX. Plemundss, School-maſter to King 
Alfred. 
ch XR. Arhelmms. 
XXI. Ulfelmas. 

ute XXII. Odo. By whoſe Prayer King Athet- 
na- //os Sword was brought into irs Scabbard of 

C its own accord : if you bclieye it. 
bt XXII. Z!fizs or Elfinus. Who died going 
Ito Rome for bis Pall. 
te) AXIV. Dunſtan, Of whom many fabu- 
al- flous miracles are reported. Polydorizs makes 
ſts him the cwenry third Biſhop. 

7 XXV. Ethelearss. 

Y XAVI. Elficus. 
Fl XXVII Siricins. Counſcller to King E- 
" zelred, 
ed | NXXVIIE. Z/phegus Stoned to death by the 
-n- ] Dares at Greenwich, 

S XXIX. Linnieus. 

XXX. Egenoldus, 
 XXXI. ed/uus. 

| XAXII. Roberrus, Who cauſed Godwin 

| and his Sons to be baniſhed, and dicd coming 
ic || from Rowe, 


XXXI1IL 


| ( 200) 

 XXXIII. Szigandaus. Whom PWilliam - the 
Conquerour found when he came in, bur was 
by PF-lliam crattily conveyed ro Normandy, and 
was a while intertained with great. honour. 
But YY:1/:iam lent ſecretly ro the Pope 10 
. depoſe him, and placed Lanfravcys in hi. 

room. | 


XXXIV. Lanfrancas. 


